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107 EVEREST AVE., BROKAW, WI
M-F 7:30 AM - 3:30 pM FOR JUNK VEHICLES
ALL OTHER METALS ACCEpTED UNTIL 3:45 pM

UNPREPARED STEEL: $175/NT
SHEET iRON: $170/NT

ALUMiNUM CANS: .50/LB
PRICES CAN CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE $150/NT

$350
vvvv WE BUy COppER vvvv
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225758 Rib Mountain Dr. •Wausau
715-355-4462

Hours:Monday-Friday 9a-7p, Saturday 9a-5p, Sunday 11a-4p

UBake has appetizers for Air-Fryers!
Breaded Cheese

Cubes

UBake has appetizers for Air
Mozzarella Sticks

yers!
Breaded Jalapeño
Cheddar Poppers

Mini Corn Dogs Potato Wedges Chicken Tenders

2900 Sherman Wausau, WI

WE PAY
CA$H

Mon. - Fri.
7:30 AM - 4 PM

Gates close at 3:50 PM

Sherman St.
Home
Depot

28
th

A
ve

.

(715) 298-9330

Alum Cans +3¢
over regular price
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02

thru 2/28/23

(715) 204-0084
www.KevinBlake.firstweber.com

Kevin J. Blake

Happy New year! ready to Sell?

117686

Looking for a New House?
Give Me a Call I can Help You!

Address:
921 E. Main Street
Merrill, Wisconsin

Thinking of advertising in
the FOTO NEWS?

Phone:
715-536-7121

Email:
FotoNewsAds@mmclocal.com

134351

231140

Check out the Employment Section in
today’s paper for job opportunities.

To advertise contact: Jennifer Gartmann • 715-218-1644
Dinah Schneider • 715-905-1001

New Year – New Career!

FREE HALL  
OF FAME
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Thomas E. Burg of  Merrill, formerly a Special 
Agent with the Federal Bureau of  Investigation (FBI)
(1967-1999) and now an author, will be at the T.B. Scott 
Free Library in Merrill this Saturday to talk about 
his books, including the recent release of  his second 
crime fiction novel. 

On Tuesday, Jan. 3, 2023, Sheriff 
Ken Schneider, Clerk of  Court Tom 
Barker, and newly-elected Coroner 
Valerie Caylor all took their oaths 
of  office before Judge Robert 
Russell in the Branch II Lincoln 
County Courtroom in an official 
swearing-in ceremony. 

Schneider, a 32-year veteran of  
the Sheriff’s Office is starting his 
second term after defeating a pri-
mary challenger and two challeng-
ers in the general election. 

Barker is starting his first elected 
term as the Lincoln County Clerk of  
Court after being appointed to that 
position in September of  2021 to fill 
the term of  Marie Peterson who re-
signed to take a job with the State 
of  Wisconsin. Barker is a former 
detective with the Lincoln County 

Sheriff’s Office, having served with 
that agency for 17 years. 

Caylor, formerly a Deputy 
Coroner, succeeds incumbent Paul 
Proulx who chose not to run and is 
officially retired from the County 
after having served nearly 50 
years between the Lincoln County 
Sheriff’s Office and the Coroner’s 
Office. Caylor, who is a critical 
care flight paramedic, has served 
with the Marathon County Medical 
Examiner’s Office and Lincoln 
County Coroner’s Office prior to 
being elected to the position in 
November. 

Barker and Caylor both ran un-
opposed on the ballot.

All three are members of  the 
Republican Party. 

County officials sworn in

Local author chat 
with Tom Burg, new 
writers group begins 
at T.B. Scott Saturday

See T.B. SCOTT page 7

Holiday 
Decorating  

Contest
Strive 4 Life LLC was the third 
place winner of the business 
decorating category in the 
Merrill Holiday Decorating 
Contest. A photo was not 
available as of press time last 
week.
 Submitted photo.

Ken Schneider, Valerie Caylor, and Tom Barker take the oath of office in front of Judge Robert Russell.
 Michael Caylor Jr. photo.

Former Lincoln County Coroner Paul 
Proulx wishes former Deputy Coroner 
and new Lincoln County Coroner Valerie 
Caylor well after she takes her oath of 
office. 
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715-873-4840

All prices subject to change. While supplies last.Located in Gleason.Located in Gleason.
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Stop in and enjoy our friendly, agreeable Service!

WINTER HouRs:WEd. & saT. 8am-5pm. moN., TuEs., THuRs., & FRI. 8am - 5:30pm

Fresh California oranges
should be here
by the
weekend.
please call ahead.

Fuji apples
$495

for 5 lbs.

$12 1/2 bushel
perfect for drying!

Call in
orders

welcome

another sIZZLING Bacon sale!
John F. martin

Hickory smoked
Bacon
$399

lb. LIMIT 10 lbs.

sliced fresh from our deli!

sale dates Fri. & sat. (Jan. 13 & 14)
and Thur.–sat. (Jan. 19-21)
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229696

611 W. Main Street (4K and Kindergarten)
109 S. State Street (Preschool)

For families with children who will be 3, 4, or 5 by September 1, 2023

Snacks and activities provided
Meet the teachers, tour the facility, ask questions!

TriniTy Early Childhood

Thursday, January 26 • 5:00 – 6:00 p.m.

For families with children who will be 3, 4, or 5 by September 1, 2023

611 W. Main Street | 715-536-7501 | www.tlsmerrill.org

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday • 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Mailing Address:
Foto News

921 E. Main Street
Merrill,WI 54452
(715) 536-7121

Fax: (715) 539-3686

Ad & News Deadlines:
Display Advertising:
12:30 p.m. Monday

Classified Advertising:
11:30 a.m. Monday

News or press release submissions
must be one week prior to pub date.

THE FOTO NEWS (ISSN 0191-8958) is published weekly by Multi Media Channels LLC, N2919
County Road QQ, Waupaca WI 54981. Subscription price by mail: $100 per year; domestic U.S. Mail
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921 E. Main St., Merrill, WI 54452.
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Page 2 MERRILL FOTO NEWS Thursday, January 12, 20232 76th Alice in Dairyland applications open through February 3
MADISON, Wis. – The Wisconsin 

Department of  Agriculture, Trade, and 
Consumer Protection (DATCP) invites 
individuals with a passion for promoting 
agriculture to apply for the 76th Alice in 
Dairyland through Feb. 3, 2023.

As one of  the most widely recog-
nized communications profession-
als in Wisconsin agriculture, Alice in 
Dairyland travels extensively through-
out the state promoting Wisconsin’s ag-
riculture industry and its impact on the 
state economy. In this highly visible and 
fast-paced position, Alice in Dairyland 
serves as a full-time spokesperson, cul-
tivates relationships with television, ra-
dio, and print media outlets throughout 
the state, writes and delivers speeches 
at events, and utilizes social media to 
tell the stories of  Wisconsin agriculture. 
Additional duties include developing 
and executing marketing plans, deliver-
ing classroom presentations, and net-
working with industry professionals. 

Alice must also learn and 
retain information about 
the diversity of  Wisconsin 
agriculture and be able to 
tailor that information to 
educate both urban and ru-
ral audiences.

“My time as Alice in 
Dairyland has grown my 
appreciation and passion 
for Wisconsin agriculture,” 
said 75th Alice in Dairyland 
Taylor Schaefer. “As Alice 
in Dairyland, I have had the 
opportunity of  a lifetime to 
expand my knowledge about Wisconsin’s 
diverse, vibrant agriculture communi-
ties and share that with the citizens of  
Wisconsin. I have created countless con-
nections and built on skills that will help 
me in my career and beyond.”

Alice in Dairyland applicants should 
have an interest in Wisconsin agricul-
ture, at least three years of  experience, 

education, or training in 
communications, market-
ing, education, or public 
relations, and public speak-
ing experience. Applicants 
must also be female, 
Wisconsin residents, and at 
least 21 years old.

This one-year, full-time 
contractual position starts 
July 5, 2023. The chosen 
candidate will travel ex-
tensively and be in-per-
son weekly at DATCP’s 
Madison office. The annual 

salary for Alice in Dairyland is $45,000 
and includes holiday, vacation, and sick 
leave, and use of  a vehicle while on of-
ficial business. Reimbursement is pro-
vided for an individual health insurance 
premium up to $450 a month and profes-
sional travel expenses.

To apply, provide a cover letter, com-
pleted application form, resume, 150-

word personal bio, and contact informa-
tion for three professional references to 
DATCPAlice@wisconsin.gov or PO Box 
8911, Madison WI 53708-8911 by 4:30 p.m. 
on Feb. 3, 2023. Application materials 
are available on the Alice in Dairyland 
website:  https://www.aliceindairyland.
com/.

Qualified applicants will have a pre-
liminary interview on Feb. 18, 2023, at 
DATCP’s Madison office or via Zoom. 
Top candidates are required to attend a 
two-day in-person program briefing and 
press announcement March 10-11, 2023, 
and the three-day final interview process 
May 11-13, 2023, in Walworth County.

Questions about the position or ap-
plication process can be directed to 
DATCPAlice@wisconsin.gov. For more 
information about the Alice in Dairyland 
program, visit https://www.alicein-
dairyland.com/ and follow Alice online 
on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

Schaefer

WisDOT holding public involvement 
meeting on Lincoln County project

Officials will  
discuss intersection 
options for US Hwy. 

8 between Cty. L 
and Klade Rd.

The Wisconsin Department of  
Transportation (WisDOT) is hold-
ing a public involvement meeting on 
Tuesday, Jan. 17, 2023, from 5:00-6:30 
p.m. to discuss proposed options for 
US Hwy. 8 between Cty. L and Klade 
Rd. in Lincoln County. The meeting 

will be held in the Tomahawk City 
Hall Council Chambers, 23 N. 2nd 
St., in Tomahawk.

To participate virtually, residents 
can call 1.888.475.4499; use access 
code: 903 385 0484; and use passcode: 
54487.

To join online via computer or 
smart device, participants should go 
to:  www.zoom.com, click “JOIN,” 
and then enter the above access 
code and passcode.

A brief  presentation is scheduled 
to begin at 5:00 p.m. followed by an 
open-house format.

Options will be discussed pertain-

ing to the deterioration of  asphalt 
on US 8 and improving safety at the 
intersections of  the highway with 
Lincoln Cty. L and at Klade Rd. 
Options for improving the Hiawatha 
Trail crossing of  US 8 will also be 
presented.

Construction is scheduled for 
2027.

For more information regarding 
traffic impacts, transportation news, 
and improvement project updates in 
Wisconsin’s North Central Region, 
go to:  https://projects.511wi.gov/
region/north-central/.

Community members input wanted:  
Help create a healthy Lincoln County
Live Well Lincoln wants input 

from Lincoln County residents on 
the health issues that are affecting 
the residents in Lincoln County. 
“Live Well Lincoln includes part-
ners from various sectors and the 
missing piece to our puzzle is not 
having you aboard,” said Live Well 
Lincoln representatives in a recent 
press release.  Live Well Lincoln’s 
partners represent Lincoln County 
Health Department, Aspirus Health, 
Aging & Disability Resource Center 
of  Central Wisconsin, and Lincoln 
County Department of  Social 
Services. But now they need and 
want individuals from within the 
community to get more involved, as 
well. “We are inviting the public to 
participate in the development of  
our Community Health Assessment 
to make Lincoln County the healthi-
est county in Wisconsin,” they said.

“Community input will allow us 
to find new perspectives on the over-
all health issues and allow Live Well 
Lincoln to put these different strat-

egies in place in order to address 
health challenges within our com-
munities. We invite you, as a mem-
ber of  our community, to allow your 
voice to be heard and participate 
in the development of  a five-year 
community health plan for Lincoln 
County.”

The process for developing the 
community health plan started 
in the fall of  2022 when the public 
was asked to complete a commu-
nity health opinion survey. Over 755 
community members completed the 
survey either online or via a paper 
copy. Results of  that survey showed 
the public’s greatest health con-
cerns to be:

•  Mental Health
•  Obesity (Physical Inactivity/ 

Poor Nutrition)
•  Awareness/Support for the 

Aging Population
On Jan. 26, 2023, partners from 

various sectors of  the community 
will meet to review these health 
priorities. There will also be a dis-

cussion on community strengths, 
assets, barriers, and opportunities 
for improvement.

The next step in this process is 
community action planning. Live 
Well Lincoln is inviting the public 
to join local coalitions to participate 
in workgroups for these selected 
health priorities of  mental health, 
obesity (physical inactivity/ poor 
nutrition), and awareness/support 
for the aging populations. “You can 
be a part in making a difference to 
the residents of  Lincoln County,” 
said Shelley Hersil, Health Officer 
and Director of  Lincoln County 
Health Department. “Coming to-
gether is critical in taking action on 
making healthy changes to Lincoln 
County as a community and to start 
improving the health of  all the 
residents.”

Anyone interested in serving 
on a workgroup, providing feed-
back on those health priorities, 

See HEALTHY page 16



JOIN NOW
$1 UNTIL
FEBRUARY

536-2481www.riversideathletic.com
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Established in 1981

• PERSONAL TRAINING
• POOL, HOT TUB, SAUNA
• BASKETBALL • PICKLEBALL
• TANNING • FULL LOCKER ROOMS
• GYMNASTICS • GROUP EXERCISE
• GOLF SIMULATOR “COMING SOON”

24 HOUR
ACCESS

MERRILL Foto NEws

Student
of the Week

223080223080

1401 W. Taylor St.,
Merrill

(715) 536-5400

This Week’s Featured Student is

Gwendolyn Herman
Daughter of

David & Sarah Herman
Wendy is in 1st grade at

St. John Lutheran School. She was
nominated by Mrs. Kathy Hahn.

Student of the Week Sponsored by:

Wendy always has a smile on her face. She is very good at

asking questions and participating in class. Wendy wants

to do her best every day!
~ Mrs. Kathy Hahn

Lunch is my favorite part of school, because I’m

hungry by lunchtime. My favorite lunch is spaghetti.
What is your favorite part of school?

Why?

What is your favorite subject in school?

Why?

My favorite subject is math,

because its fun and I get A’s.

What would you like to do/become someday?

Why?

Some day I want to become a doctor or a vet. Mostly because

I want to help people and animals be nice and healthy.

ite subject in school?

Al-Anon offers hope and
recovery to all people

affected by the alcoholism
of a Friend or Loved One.
Weekly meetings: Mondays at 7PM

Location:
Ascension Episcopal Church

218 Pier St., Merrill
220132

Pet of the Week

SPONSORED BY

Foto News
921 E. Main St.

Visit the Lincoln County Humane Society, 310 N.
Memorial Dr., in Merrill. Hours: MON. - SAT. 12-4 PM
& SUN. 12-2 PM. Call the shelter at 715-536-3459, or
visit us on the web at www.furrypets.com.

Hazel here! Just wondering what a good girl has to do to find a forever
home I keep hearing about? I’ve seen so many of my friends find them,
and they look so happy. I can't wait for mine! I'm a 3.5 year old lab/pit
mix. I came to LCHS from another shelter where I had been since August
of this year. I have lots of playful energy. I realize that not everyone is
ready for that energy, but there just has to be someone out there who is
looking for a hiking buddy? A running pal? Someone to play fetch with?
But don't worry, because after I have a chance to run outside, I’m totally
ready to cuddle up on the couch. I promise to be the best girl that I can
when I find my new home. I will love you with all of my heart!

220620

Thursday, January 12, 2023 MERRILL FOTO NEWS Page 3 3Park City Cares Foundation supports students through 
Community Scholarship and Grant Program 

The Park City Cares Foundation 
recently approved grants for lo-
cal technical colleges and awarded 
scholarships to high school students 
in the community. The Foundation 
is connected to Park City Credit 
Union, and it aims to enhance the 
community by providing opportuni-
ties for financial literacy and edu-
cational growth. One way in which 
the Foundation achieves this mis-
sion is by offering scholarship and 
grant opportunities to students and 
community-based projects. 

To date, the Foundation has 
awarded $2,500 in scholarships to 
high school students in the area. 
In November, the Foundation also 
granted $3,400 to the STEM Center 
at Northcentral Technical College 
for funding a desktop CNC machine. 
The STEM Center at Northcentral 
Technical College is a hands-on 
learning space that features ad-
vanced technology, collaborative 
learning spaces, 3D printing, a sci-
ence lab, and Nanotechnology. This 
new CNC machine gives younger 
students the ability to manufacture 
projects without having to travel to 
larger labs. 

“We look forward to hearing how 
the desktop CNC machine brings 
awareness and strengthens the 
STEM programs in our communi-
ty,” said Park City Cares Foundation 
President Jack Mikunda. 

The Park City Cards Foundation 
has continued its efforts to support 
STEM programs in the community 
by approving a request for $2,429 for 
the Rhinelander Fab Lab. Michael R. 
Wojtusik, Technology, Engineering 
and Manufacturing Fab Lab 
Director said the grant will be used 
to purchase a Makerbot Replicator 
and 3D printer and filament. The 
Park City Cares Foundation also 
donated $1,200 to Lincoln County 
4H to strengthen its program and 
offer students more opportunities 
to learn. 

To be considered for a grant or 
scholarship from the Foundation, 
interested individuals can go to 
parkcitycu.org/park-city-cares-
foundation to submit an applica-
tion. Individuals can also join the 

Foundation on their webpage by 
applying and making a minimum 
donation of  $5.00. The Foundation 

notes that the “financial contribu-
tions and volunteer hours donated 
by our Foundation members and 

Park City Cares Foundation with the Lincoln County 4H. L to R:  Jack Mikunda, Sue 
Kunkel, Melissa Yates, Mandy Clark, Sarah Sturm, Trish Collins, Jim Richardson, and 
Shawn Achterberg.  Submitted photos.

Park City Cares Foundation with the Rhinelander Fab Lab. L to R:  Sue Kunkel, Sarah 
Sturm, Shawn Achterberg, Michael R. Wojtusik, and Jim Richardson.

Park City Cares Foundation with Northcentral Tech College. L to R from the 
Foundation: Jack Mikunda, Jim Richardson, Mandy Clark, Sarah Sturm, Trish Collins, 
Shawn Achterberg, Iain Cameron, Vicki Jeppesen, and Sheila Rossmiller. 

Free mental illness support groups 
available statewide

The National Alliance on Mental 
Illness (NAMI) Wisconsin is ex-
panding its mental illness support 
groups to help people who live with 
a mental illness and their family 
members throughout the state.

Program Director, Emilie Smiley, 
said a new online model is being 
introduced to reach people in rural 
areas of  Wisconsin who otherwise 
would not have access to in-person 
support groups.

“Mental illness does not discrimi-
nate,” she said. “There are people 
all throughout Wisconsin without 
access to proper support. We hope 
these support groups can help 
bridge the gap.”

Smiley says many people feel iso-
lated and alone. “We want people to 
be able to reach out for help when 

they need it,” she said. “These 
groups provide a place that offers 
respect, understanding, encourage-
ment, and hope.”

NAMI Wisconsin is offering both 
peer and family support groups that 
will take place on Zoom monthly. 
There is no cost associated with 
attending, and it is open to all resi-
dents in Wisconsin. Family Support 
Groups are on the fourth Thursday 
of  the month from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
Peer Support Groups are on the sec-
ond Thursday of  the month from 
6:30 – 8:00 p.m.

Links to register can be found 
at:  https://namiwisconsin.org/
being-together/.

NAMI Northwoods serves 
Lincoln, Marathon, and Langlade 
Counties and also offers an in-

person peer support group on the 
second Monday of  the month at 
2:00 p.m. at Grace United Church,  
535 South 3rd Ave. in Wausau, and 
at Biggby Coffee in Rib Mountain 
on the fourth Wednesday of  the 
month from 5:30-6:30 p.m. No need 
to register; just come. To contact 
NAMI Northwoods, email:  nami-
northwoods@gmail.com  or call 
715.432.0180.

NAMI Wisconsin is the state af-
filiate of  the National Alliance on 
Mental Illness, the nation’s largest 
grassroots mental health organiza-
tion. NAMI Wisconsin is dedicated 
to improving the quality of  life of  
those affected by mental illness and 
to promoting recovery. Learn more 
at namiwisconsin.org. 

community partners” are what makes their mission 
possible. 

To learn more about the Park City Cares Foundation, 
go to www.parkcitycu.org/park-city-cares-foundation

January Critic’s Choice Movie
The Critic’s Choice Movie event 

at the T. B. Scott Free Library kicks 
off the new year on Wednesday, Jan. 
25, 2023, at 1:00 p.m. with a great film 
based off the very popular book by 
Delia Owens. Set in the marshes of  
North Carolina beginning in 1952, 

this murder mystery is sure to keep 
you guessing. Kya has grown up iso-
lated in the marshes. In the nearby 
town of  Barkley Cove, she is known 
simply as “The Marsh Girl.”

When she ventures into town, she 
catches the eye of  the star quarter-

back and they start dating. When 
he is found dead, she becomes the 
prime suspect. But did she do it? 

There will be free refreshments to 
enjoy, and the Merrill Transit buses 
are always ready for your call if  you 
need a ride. 



 Joyce Rose Ryder, age 71, of
Mer rill, for merly of She boy gan
Falls, WI, passed away peace ‐
fully on Tues day, Jan u ary 3,
2023, at her res i dence after a
short, but coura geous bat tle
with pan cre atic can cer, while
sur rounded  by  her lov ing
fam ily and under the care of
As pirus  Com fort  Care  & 
Hos pice Ser vices. She was
born on Feb ru ary 26, 1951, to
the late Mar vin and Ar lene
(Strong) Moen ning in She boy ‐
gan Falls, WI. Joyce at tended
and grad u ated from She boy gan

Falls High School be fore meet ing the love of her life and
best friend, Joseph Ryder. The two ex changed mar riage
vows on Au gust 14, 1971, in She boy gan, WI. They en joyed
every minute of their 51 years to gether. He sur vives.
 Joyce worked as an of fice book keeper and with ad min is tra ‐
tion for most of her adult life, with var i ous em ploy ers in the
area, in clud ing North cen tral Health care, WJMT, Min istry
Health care and Oasis Re cov ery, all in Mer rill. She loved
being out doors en joy ing the fresh air and na ture, es pe cially
camp ing, fish ing, and hunt ing. Joyce looked for ward to their
trips to Camp Hol i day Camp ground. She also en joyed doing
needle point, cro chet ing, knit ting and  cross  stitch.  Joyce
vol un teered her time with the Make-A-Wish Foun da tion and
the Wis con sin Con ser va tion Ed u ca tion Foun da tion. Joyce is
re mem bered for her hugs and con ta gious smile. She had a
deep love for her fam ily, es pe cially her bond with her daugh ‐
ters and grand daugh ters; they were her “bless ings”. Joyce
was a woman of strong faith and had a true heart of gold.
She was a kind, giv ing and in stinc tive per son that seemed to
al ways know the right time to call. Joyce was a mem ber of
Hill side Church in Mer rill. She lived her life to the fullest
with her fam ily and al though she will be missed, the mem o ‐
ries cre ated with her fam ily will make them “happy when
skies are gray”.
 Joyce leaves be hind her lov ing and de voted hus band of 51
years: Joseph ‘Joe’ Ryder of Mer rill, her daugh ters: Kelly
(Brian) Thomp son, with Leah, of Wausau and Re becca
(Bran don) Hunter of Mer rill, 2 grand daugh ters: Al li son and
Mad lyn Hunter, sis ters: Donna Lampe and Gladys (Michael)
Richards, both of She boy gan, WI, as well as many nieces,
nephews, and good friends. She was pre ceded in death by
her par ents, sis ter: Mar lene Moen ning, in fant brother: Arthur
and brother-in-law: Jerry Lampe.
 The fu neral ser vice for Joyce was held on Tues day, Jan u ary
10, 2023, at 1pm at Hill side Church, 1501 North Pier Street,
Mer rill, WI. Rev. Tom Ed wards Jr. of fi ci ated. Vis i ta tion was
held on Tues day, Jan u ary 10, 2023, from 10:30am until the
time of the ser vice, also at the church. Bur ial at Bethany
Ceme tery in the town of Birch took place the fol low ing day,
Wednes day, Jan u ary 11, 2023, at 11am.
 In lieu of flow ers, fam ily re quests that do na tions be di rected
to the Wis con sin Con ser va tion Ed u ca tion Foun da tion, http:// 
www. wic onse rvat ionf ound atio n. org.
 The fam ily would like to thank the As pirus Hos pice team
for their in cred i ble sup port and care shown to Joyce and her
fam ily dur ing her final days.
 Waid Fu neral Home & Cre ma tion  Ser vice  of  Mer rill  is
as sist ing the fam ily with arrange ments. On line con do lences
are en cour aged and may be made at www. waid fu neral. com.

 Fred er ick Au gust Schepp
passed away peace fully while
sur rounded by his fam ily on
De cem ber 28th, 2022. He was
90.
 Fred was born on Oc to ber 12,
1932 to  Fred er ick  H.  and
Eve lyn C. (Dehlinger) Schepp
in the town of  Pine  River,
Lin coln County. He Mar ried
Jamie L. Birk holz on Au gust
10, 1963 in St. An drew’s
Lutheran Church, town of
Goodrich, Tay lor County.
 Fred Grad u ated from Lin coln
County Nor mal School, and
then earned a Bach e lor's De ‐
gree in Ed u ca tion from UW
Stevens Point. He also earned a
Mas ters in Ed u ca tion from UW
Su pe rior. Fred taught in many
rural schools in both Lin coln
and Marathon Coun ties. He en ‐
joyed a 37 year ca reer in El e ‐
men tary Ed u ca tion, serv ing
thou sands of stu dents dur ing
that time. His last 20 years
teach ing were in the Mer rill
Area Pub lic School sys tem.
 Be fore his mar riage he was an
ac tive mem ber of Trin ity

Lutheran Church in the town of He witt, Marathon County,
where he was a mem ber of the youth group, a Sun day
School Teacher, and or gan ist for 10 years. As a teenager Fred
was an ac tive mem ber of the Pine River Sun rise 4-H Club,
and he also served as an adult leader in that club for sev eral
years.
 Fred raised his fam ily on an 80 acre hobby farm west of
Mer rill in the town of Corn ing. There he was an ac tive mem ‐
ber of Im manuel Lutheran Church, serv ing as Bible School
Su per in ten dent, or gan ist, Elder, and Fi nan cial Sec re tary.
Fred was an artist who en joyed pho tog ra phy and paint ing
with oils and acrylics. Paint ings were often gifted to rel a tives
and friends as wed ding or an niver sary gifts. Fred de signed
an ex ten sive land scape fo cused on wildlife habi tat around
his Mer rill home. His de sign in cluded a rock gar den with a
wa ter fall he con structed out of rocks from the prop erty. He
trans planted many na tive trees, flow ers, and shrubs into the
land scape and pur chased oth ers that were rec om mended for
a wildlife sanc tu ary. He in cluded many flower beds and veg ‐
etable gar dens into his land scape de sign. He often used flow ‐
ers from these gar dens to de sign flo ral arrange ments for the
altar at church. Many rel a tives and close friends asked him
to de sign flo ral arrange ments for their wed dings.
 Ge neal ogy was an other hobby that Fred en joyed. He was an
ac tive mem ber of the North Pines Ge neal ogy Group. Over
the years he has com piled an ex ten sive ge neal ogy record
going back 8 gen er a tions. Fred was a mem ber of the Mer rill
His tor i cal So ci ety, the Wis con sin State Ge neal ogy So ci ety,
WEAC, WREA, and NEA RE TIRED. He was a char ter
mem ber of the Brick yard School Com mit tee, work ing with
all the first grade classes of MAPS  as  they  vis ited the 
Brick yard School in the fall of each year. He often served as 
a Do cent for the Mer rill His tor i cal So ci ety’s orig i nal Pin ery
when the el e men tary school groups came to the mu seum on
class trips.
 Fred is sur vived by son David Schepp, Neenah; daugh ter
Kristin Weisen feld, Mer rill; Sis ter Karen Stolz, Wausau;
Grand chil dren Ryan Weisen feld, Port land Ore gon; Re becca
(Weisen feld) Willis, Mer rill; Emma Schepp, De Pere; Trista
Schepp, De Pere; Great Grand child Ben nett Willis, Mer rill,
and many nieces and nephews. Fred was pre ceded in death
by his wife Jamie, his par ents Fred er ick H. and Eve lyn,
broth ers Wayne and Lyle, nephew Kerri, and niece Michelle.
 The fam ily would like to thank the doc tors and nurses on the
3rd floor of St. Mary’s Hos pi tal in Green Bay for the ex cel ‐
lent care of Fred, as well as the care givers and staff at both
The Re nais sance As sisted Liv ing and Rennes Health and
Rehab Cen ter, De Pere.
 A cel e bra tion of life is being planned for the Spring of 2023
in Mer rill, WI.  Tay lor-Stine Fu neral Home & Cre ma tion
Ser vices, Mer rill, is as sist ing the fam ily with local arrange ‐
ments.

Eu gene Kurth Woller
June 24, 1946 – Dec. 28, 2022
 MOUNT HOREB – Trust ing
in  his  Sav ior  Jesus  Christ 
for his sal va tion and ea gerly
an tic i pat ing the joy of heaven
that awaited him, Eu gene
Kurth Woller, 76, of Mount
Horeb, Wis., left this world un ‐
ex pect edly on Wednes day,
Dec. 28, 2022, while cel e brat ‐
ing Christ mas with his son’s
fam ily in Salt Lake City, Utah.
 Eu gene was born on June 24,
1946, in Mer rill, Wis., to
Leonard and Mil dred (Wendt)

Woller.  Eu gene was  bap tized  and  con firmed  into  the
Chris t ian faith at Trin ity Lutheran Church, Town of Berlin.
While grow ing up on his fam ily farm (a sea soned hay-bailer
and rock picker), he de vel oped a great love of the out doors
and an un par al leled work ethic. He re ceived his el e men tary
ed u ca tion at Nau gart (a one-room school house) and Mon roe
Grade Schools. He wres tled, was ac tive in Fu ture Farm ers of
Amer ica, and grad u ated from Wausau (East) High School in
1964. Upon grad u a tion, he at tended a UW-Madi son Farm
Short Course where he was in tro duced to bee keep ing, and a
life long pas sion was sparked.
 Eu gene mar ried his high school sweet heart and the love of
his life, Donna Mae Sturm, on Aug. 12, 1967, at Grace
Lutheran Church (WELS), Vil lage of Maine. They moved to
the Madi son area, where they began to build their life to ‐
gether. They were char ter mem bers of St. An drew Lutheran
Church (WELS),  which  began  as  a  mis sion  church  in
Mid dle ton, Wis., over fifty years ago. Eu gene ac tively
served his Lord and Sav ior in var i ous ca pac i ties, in clud ing
as a church Elder. While work ing var i ous jobs in sup port of
his fam ily, Eu gene faith fully kept bees and along with
Donna, this hobby even tu ally blos somed into Gen tle Breeze
Honey, Inc. The Dane County Farmer’s Mar ket was among
the venues where Eu gene mes mer ized cus tomers with the
won ders of hon ey bees and sold honey for over 50 years. He
was an amaz ing teacher and men tor of bee keep ing to many,
and in spired all with his pas sion and knowl edge. A dis tinct
plea sure for Eu gene and Donna was to tran si tion into re tire ‐
ment by sell ing Gen tle Breeze Honey to their son, Tim, and
daugh ter-in-law, Cathy.
 Eu gene and Donna’s love of travel and ad ven ture took them
through out the United States, Colom bia, Aus tralia, Eu rope,
Brazil, Kenya and China. A fam ily her itage tour led by their
dear friend, DuWayne Za m zow, in 2014, was a par tic u larly
spe cial trip. They vis ited peo ple they loved in all of these
places and made many new friends along the way.
 Eu gene is sur vived by his lov ing wife of 55 years, Donna,
of Mount Horeb. Their mar riage has been blessed by three
chil dren and nine grand chil dren: Dr. Scott (Pa tri cia) Woller
of Salt Lake City, and their chil dren, Is abela and Gun nar;
Re tired Air Force Lt. Col. Tim o thy (Cathy) Woller of Mount
Horeb, and their chil dren, Spencer (Kayla), Stu art (Reilly),
Ray mond, and Christo pher; Dr. Tamara Woller-Li (Dr.
Richard Li) of Naperville, Ill., and their chil dren, Nyah,
Jaden, and Makae lynn; brother, Den vert Woller; sis ters,
Janet Hanke, Joyce Plaza and Mar garet (Tom) Becker;
brother-in-law, Rev. Harold (Donna) Sturm; sis ter-in-law,
Jalaine Woller; and a host of nieces and nephews. Eu gene
was pre ceded in death by his par ents, Leonard and Mil dred
Woller; in-laws, Harry and Hilda Sturm; broth ers, Ken neth 
and  Gor don;  sis ter;  Beat rice Mar quardt; broth ers-in-law,
Lyle Mar quardt, Vern Hanke, Norm Plaza and Earl Woller;
and sis ters-in-law, Elida and Patsy Woller.
 Eu gene’s legacy is pro found and in spir ing. The en dur ing
Christ-cen tered foun da tion that he laid for his fam ily blessed
every life that he touched – a spirit of gen eros ity, full of
kind ness and re spect for oth ers, quick to lis ten, serve and
give. He en joyed mak ing every one feel im por tant, and we
will miss his elfin grin and the twin kle in his eye! He was
for ward-think ing, op ti mistic, un com plain ing, and a one-of-a-
kind. You might have heard Eu gene say, “Since get ting into
bee keep ing, I haven’t worked a day in my life,” and his
grand chil dren will fondly re call being beat  at  crib bage  or
Eu chre and ban ter ing with “Hoya-Hoya Man!” In Eu gene’s
honor, we re flect on 2 Tim o thy 4:7-8, “I have fought the
good fight, I have fin ished the race,  I  have  kept  the faith.
Fi nally, there is laid up for me the crown of right eous ness,
which the Lord, the right eous Judge, will give to me on that
Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His
ap pear ance.”
 A Fu neral Ser vice of Chris t ian Bur ial was cel e brated at ST.
AN DREW EVAN GEL I CAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, 6815
Schnei der Road, Mid dle ton, Wis., at 5 p.m. on Fri day, Jan. 6,
2023, with Pas tor Randy Hunter of fi ci at ing. A light din ner
fol lowed. Vis i ta tion was held at the church from 1 p.m. until
4:30 p.m. on Fri day. In ter ment will be at Maple Grove
Ceme tery, Vil lage of Maine, Mer rill, Wis., with a pri vate
fam ily cer e mony. Pall bear ers were Eu gene’s grand sons,
Spencer, Stu art, Ray mond, Gun nar, Christo pher and Jaden.
Grand daugh ters, Is abela, Nyah and Makae lynn, were hon ‐
orary pall bear ers.
 In lieu of flow ers, memo r ial gifts may be made in Eu gene’s
honor to St. An drew Lutheran Church, the UW Car bone
Can cer Cen ter, or an or ga ni za tion close to your heart. On line
con do lences may be made at www. gun der sonfh. com.
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 Grace Ella Irene Prast, 100, of
Mer rill, passed away Thurs day,
De cem ber 29, 2022, at Wood ‐
land Court Elder Ser vices,
Mer rill.
 Grace was born Oc to ber 4,
1922, in Mer rill, daugh ter of
the late Edwin and Ella
(Neubauer) Schmidt. She mar ‐
ried Alvin Prast on May 8,
1943, at St. Stephens United
Church of Christ in Mer rill. He
pre ceded her in death on
March 2, 1987. Grace was a
mem ber of Im manuel Lutheran
Church  in  the  Town  of 

Corn ing, where she was a mem ber of the Ladies League and
the Altar Guild and helped with the Easter break fasts for
many years. Grace worked hard all her life on the fam ily
farm but also had sea sonal em ploy ment with Oconomowoc
Can ning Com pany and the Cop per River Cran berry Marsh.
Grace en joyed writ ing in her jour nal, read ing, bird and
wildlife watch ing, play ing sheep head, and the many Cana ‐
dian fish ing trips. She also was a great cook and en joyed
prepar ing meals for her fam ily. But her great est gift was her
tremen dous faith in her Lord and Sav ior Jesus Christ which
she demon strated every day of her life to fam ily and friends.
 Grace is sur vived by her daugh ter, Ver Jean (Den nis) Schield
of Tom a hawk; son, Philip (Deanna) Prast of Mer rill; grand ‐
chil dren, Brent Schield of Tom a hawk, and Heidi (Ge of frey)
Hoock of Mer rill; and great-grand chil dren, Grace, Haley,
Claire, and Joseph.  Grace  was pre ceded in death by her
hus band, Alvin Prast; par ents, Edwin and Ella Schmidt; sis ‐
ter, Verna (Walt) Zuels dorff; and brother, Lester (Helen)
Schmidt.
 The memo r ial ser vice for Grace was held at 11:00 A.M. on
Mon day, Jan u ary 2, 2023, at Im manuel Lutheran Church,
Town of Corn ing. The Rev. Joel Dan ner of fi ci ated. Vis i ta ‐
tion  began at  9:00 A.M.  Mon day at the church.  Tay lor-
Stine Fu neral Home & Cre ma tion Ser vices, Mer rill, is as sist ‐
ing the fam ily.
 The  fam ily  would  like  to  thank Wood land Court Elder
Ser vices for their com pas sion and the won der ful care they
gave to Grace. The fam ily would also like to es pe cially
thank nieces Joan Hart son and Nona Zort man for their fre ‐
quent vis its and phone calls to Grace.
 The fam ily sug gests memo ri als in Grace’s name may be
made to Im manuel Lutheran Church, Town of Corn ing.
 On line con do lences may be made at www. tay lors tine fune 
ralh ome. com

 David R. Welk Sr., age 74,
passed away peace fully at his
home in Kaukauna on Fri day,
Jan u ary 6, 2023. He was born
to the late Roger and Dar lene
(Fis cher) Welk on Jan u ary 2,
1949 in Mer rill, WI.
 In spite of los ing his right arm
at the age of 17, he never let
that hold him back. David was
a grad u ate of Mer rill High
School in 1968 and then at ‐
tended UW Stevens Point. On
Sep tem ber 27, 1969, he mar ‐
ried Car o line Ohlmann and
they spent 36 years to gether. In

1986, David began his own pal let man u fac tur ing busi ness,
C.D.D.&K. En ter prise. He went on to be come a tool and
hard ware sales man for sev eral years be fore his re tire ment.
David had a pas sion for many things in clud ing: clas sic cars,
col lect ing stamps, coins, and mil i tary mem o ra bilia. He had a
strong faith in God and will be re mem bered for his pos i tiv ity
and op ti mism about life. He was a proud dad and grandpa
and loved spend ing time with his grand chil dren and going
word searches and puz zles.
 David is sur vived by his three chil dren, David (Heide
Schmidt) Welk Jr.; Kristin (Neil) Surk; Kather ine (Justin)
Woller; grand chil dren; Evan Welk; Jaycee Woller; and Jozy
Woller; his sis ter, Vi vian (Randy) Schlueter.
 A  prayer  ser vice  for  David  will  be held on Thurs day,
Jan u ary 19, 2023 at 5:00 p.m. at Verkuilen-Van Deurzen
Fam ily Fu neral Home, Kaukauna, lo ca tion, 2401 Field crest
Dr. Vis i ta tion will begin at 3:00 p.m. and will con tinue until
the time of ser vice. For on line con do lences, please visit
www. verkuilenfh. com
 David’s fam ily would  like  to  thank  the  Kaukauna  Po lice
De part ment for their as sis tance as well as their kind words
dur ing this time.

 Ralph Erwin
Schulz, age 79, of
Eagle River, WI,
for merly of Mer rill,
WI, passed away
peace fully on Fri day, De cem ‐
ber  30,  2022,  at  Mile stone
Se nior Liv ing in Eagle River,
with his fam ily by his side and
under the care of Com pas sus
Hos pice. He was born on
March 17, 1943, to the late
Leslie and Deliah (Grunen ‐
wald) Schulz in Mer rill, WI.
Ralph at tended and grad u ated
from Mer rill High School. He

proudly served in the United States Army until he was hon ‐
or ably dis charged. Ralph earned the Good Con duct Medal
and was a sharp shooter. He did Radio Relay with the 7th
Army  NCO  Acad emy.  Ralph  at tended  North cen tral  Tech ‐
ni cal Col lege in Wausau and had an as so ci ate de gree in
Draft ing Cor re spon dence.
 Ralph worked in the man u fac tur ing field for most of his
adult life. When he wasn’t work ing, you could find him on
the water doing his fa vorite ac tiv ity, fish ing, es pe cially in
Har ri son Hills. He also looked for ward to going to his friend,
Bill’s, cabin in Glea son dur ing the hunt ing sea sons. Ralph
en joyed hunt ing as well, whether it was deer, pheas ant, duck,
or snow shoe rab bit hunt ing. He was a funny man that had a
great sense of humor but could also be very se ri ous at times
and dis ci plined. Ralph was a giv ing and help ful per son to his
fam ily and friends. Ralph will be sadly missed, but al ways in
the hearts of his fam ily and friends.
 Ralph is sur vived by his chil dren: Scott Schulz and An drea
Lon derville, grand chil dren: Joshua, Car men and Crista, great
grand daugh ter: Aria, sis ter: Lu cille (Jerry) Ku fahl and
brother: Harold “Buck” Schulz. He was pre ceded in death by
his par ents, son-in-law: Mike Lon derville, sis ters: Gertrude
Jaeger and Mar garet Munroe, brother: Mil ton Schulz, sis ter-
in-law: Pat Schulz and brother-in-law: Eu gene Munroe.
 A pri vate fam ily ser vice and mil i tary hon ors will be held.
 The fam ily would like to ex tend their deep ap pre ci a tion for
the  care  and  sup port  they  re ceived  from  the  staff  at
Mile stone Se nior Liv ing and Com pas sus Hos pice dur ing
Ralph’s time there.
 Waid Fu neral Home & Cre ma tion Ser vice of Mer rill is as ‐
sist ing the fam ily with arrange ments. On line con do lences are
en cour aged and may be made at www. waidfuneral. com.

 Joy lyn ‘Joy’ K. Meyer, age
74, of Mer rill, passed away
peace fully on Fri day, Jan u ary
6, 2023, at Bell Tower Res i ‐
dence in Mer rill, while under
the care of As pirus Com fort
Care & Hos pice Ser vices. She
was born on June 12, 1948, to
the late Al fred E. and Elaine
M. (Kohnke) Boettcher in
Mer rill, WI. Joy at tended and
grad u ated from Mer rill High
School with the class of 1966. 
She  had  worked  at Church
Mu tual In sur ance Com pany in
Mer rill, as well as Mer rill Area

Pub lic Schools as a sec re tary be fore her re tire ment. Joy was
a life long mem ber at St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
in Mer rill, serv ing on the church coun cil as a past pres i dent
and a mem ber of the choir, as Joy was pas sion ate about
singing. She is re mem bered as a won der ful wife and mother
and will be missed by many.
 Joy is sur vived by her hus band: David Meyer, sons: Jody of
Mer rill, Je re mie (Michelle) Meyer of Oconto Falls, grand ‐
daugh ter: Julia (Bryce)  Meyer  of  De Pere,  great grand ‐
daugh ter: Amelia, step-grand daugh ter: Ash ley, step-grand ‐
son: Bran don, sis ter: San dra Prueser and many nieces and
nephews.  She  was  pre ceded  in  death  by her par ents and
in fant son: Jonathan.
 In ter ment of her cre mated re mains will take place at a later
date at Mer rill Memo r ial Park Ceme tery.
 The fam ily would like to ex tend a heart felt thank you to the
staff at Bell Tower Res i dence and As pirus Com fort Care &
Hos pice Ser vices for their sup port, care and love shown to
Joy and her fam ily.
 Waid Fu neral Home & Cre ma tion Ser vice of Mer rill is as ‐
sist ing the fam ily with arrange ments. On line con do lences are
en cour aged and may be made at www. waid fu neral. com.

 Rev. John “Jack” Freed, age
95 of West Bloom field, MI and
for merly of Mer rill, passed
away De cem ber 20, 2022. Rev.
Freed  was  the  pas tor  of
Beth le hem Lutheran Church in
Mer rill, as well as con gre ga ‐
tions in Wausau and Irma. Jack
met his first wife, Mary (nee.
An der son) in Mer rill and they
en joyed 60 years of mar riage
prior to Mary’s death in 2017.
 Jack  leaves  be hind  his chil ‐
dren David (Sunny) Freed,
Beth (Ben) Carter, and Jeanne
Freed; his sec ond wife, Joan
Thralow  of  Saint  Joseph,
Min nesota; his grand chil dren,
Jason (Irene) Carter, Janel
(Seth) Cul bert son, John Carter,
Joseph Carter, Sum mer Freed,
and Margie Freed and great-
grand child, Kya Cul bert son;
and his sis ter, Nancy Carl mark.
 In lieu of flow ers, if you wish
to honor Jack with a do na tion
the fam ily re quests do na tions
be di rected to Holy Spirit
Lutheran Church, des ig nated to
the John Freed Memo r ial
Fund. Please visit www. mcc 

abef uner alho me. com for fu neral arrange ment in for ma tion.

 Linda M. Schoepke, age 71, of Mer rill, peace fully went
home to be with her Lord on Tues day, De cem ber 27, 2022,
at Pine Crest Nurs ing Home in Mer rill, while under the care
of As pirus Com fort Care & Hos pice Ser vices. She was born
on De cem ber 8, 1951, to the late Ervin and Genevieve
(Lepak) Wolfe in Wausau, WI. Linda met hus band Michael
Schoepke, and the two lov ingly ex changed mar riage vows
on Earth Day April 22, 1981, in Reno Nevada.
 Linda was a home maker and house wife and loved being
home car ing for her chil dren. She was a lov ing and de voted
mother and wife. She had also worked at Wein bren ner Shoe
Fac tory in Mer rill as an as sem bler. Linda was an avid reader;
she loved read ing and would often swap books with her
friends. She was a woman of faith, her re la tion ship with her
Lord was near and dear to her heart and she faith fully read
her Bible. Linda loved to travel and en joyed being out doors,
whether it was work ing in her flower gar dens or watch ing
the birds at her feed ers, she just en joyed na ture. She is re ‐
mem bered as a lov ing, giv ing woman that cher ished her time
spent with her fam ily. Linda will be sadly missed, but never
for got ten.
 Linda is sur vived by her hus band: Michael Schoepke, sons:
Ben jamin Schoepke, Alex (Iva) Jowett, daugh ter: Heather
(Harry) Sweet, grand chil dren: Emma Jowett and Harley
Sweet, sis ters: Louise Bor chardt, Sandy Wolfe, and broth ers:
Don (Gail) Wolfe and Gary Wolfe.
 Pre ceded in death by sons: Nicholas Jowett (Schoepke) and
Jason Jowett (Schoepke), brother: Jack Wolfe and par ents:
Ervin & Genevieve Wolfe
 A time of vis i ta tion took place on Mon day, Jan u ary 2, 2023,
from 11am until 1pm at Waid Fu neral Home in  Mer rill. 
Bur ial im me di ately fol lowed at the Spring brook Ceme tery in
the town of Pine River.
 The fam ily wishes to thank all the doc tors, nurses and staff
that have helped Linda with care and sup port over the years,
from all the fa cil i ties she has been to, it means the world to
them and is ap pre ci ated be yond words.
 Waid Fu neral Home & Cre ma tion Ser vice of Mer rill is as ‐
sist ing the fam ily with arrange ments. On line con do lences are
en cour aged and may be made at www. waid fu neral. com.

 Richard L. Klein schmidt,
86, of Mer rill, passed away
Thurs day, De cem ber 29, 2022,
at Marsh field Med ical Cen ter
in We ston.
 Richard was born July 25,
1936, in Mer rill, son of the late
Al fred and Orella (Thurs)
Klein schmidt. He mar ried
Con nie Ash bren ner on Au gust
31, 1963, at St. John Lutheran
Church in Mer rill. She sur ‐
vives. Richard worked as a ma ‐
chine  op er a tor  at Mer rill
Man u fac tur ing. He en joyed
camp ing, fish ing, ca noe ing,

trav el ing, and veg etable gar den ing. He loved his chil dren
and grand chil dren and al ways sup ported them in their
march ing band events.
 Richard  is  sur vived  by  his wife of 59 years, Con nie
Klein schmidt of Mer rill; daugh ter, Lori (Peter) Smith of
Mer rill; son, Gre gory (Anne) Klein schmidt of Antigo; grand ‐
chil dren, McK e nah (Ben) Martens, Tan ner (Emma Lee)
Smith, Adam Klein schmidt, Keith Klein schmidt, and Kari
Klein schmidt; great-grand chil dren, Lake lyn, Wat son,
Rowen, and June; brother-in-law, Earl Volz; and nieces, Kay
Kell bach Sims, and Stacy Maly. Richard was pre ceded in
death by his par ents, Al fred and Orella Klein schmidt; sis ters,
Jo hanna Volz, and Oranell Kell bach; niece, Karen Kell bach;
and nephew, Tim o thy Volz.
 A memo r ial ser vice for Richard was held at 11:00 A.M.,
Wednes day, Jan u ary 4, 2023, at the Tay lor-Stine Fu neral
Home,  Mer rill. Rev. Scott Gustafson of fi ci ated. Vis i ta tion
began at 9:00 A.M. Wednes day at the fu neral home. Tay lor-
Stine Fu neral Home & Cre ma tion Ser vices, Mer rill, is as sist ‐
ing the fam ily.
 On line con do lences may be made at www. tay lors tine fune 
ralh ome. com

 Rhi an non Kohlmoos, age 42,
died on Sat ur day, De cem ber
31, 2022. Rhi an non was born
on Feb ru ary 26, 1980 in
Laramie, Wyoming, the daugh ‐
ter of Peter and Ju dith (Boldt)
Kohlmoos. Rhi an non was
home schooled and re ceived
her  Bach e lor  of  Sci ence De ‐
gree  in  Bi ol ogy  from  the
Uni ver sity of Wis con sin,
Stevens Point in 2017.
 Rhi an non spent many hours
col lect ing, clas si fy ing, press ing
and il lus trat ing grasses and
flow ers that are a part of the

beau ti ful  prairie  coun try side  of  Cen tral  and North ern
Wis con sin. Much of her work is housed with the UWSP
herbar ium. Rhi an non not only loved the flora, but was a
friend of crea tures great and small. Rhi an non also loved to
write and tell sto ries.
 Rhi an non is sur vived by her par ents and four sis ters; Arhia,
Annwn, Mirra and Cir rus, and 7 nieces and nephews.

Merrill
Monument

N2182 CTH K
Merrill, WI 54452

715-536-6654

• Custom Etching
• Pre-Need Monuments

• Final Dates & Inscriptions
• Custom Cemetery Work

3-4Month
Turnaround On

All In StockMonuments
(100 plus monuments

in stock)

STORE HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9am - Noon & 1pm - 4pm
EMAIL US:merrillmonument@gmail.com
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DECEMBER 27, 2022
Girl, Miyah Mae, born to Kyra DeWindt and Lucas 

Newton of  Mosinee.

DECEMBER 28, 2022
Boy, Hudson Alan Lee, born to Kelly Wisniewski and 

Marcus Wisniewski of  Merrill.

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Check us out online!
    merrillfotonews.com
Check us out online!
    merrillfotonews.com
Check us out online!
    merrillfotonews.com



MERRILL AREA PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT
NOTICE OF EDUCATIONAL OPTIONS FOR CHILDREN

WHO RESIDE IN THE SCHOOL DISTRICT
The Merrill Area Public School District offers students a variety of educational options to
children who reside in the District. We are focused on student achievement, community
partnership and future success for all students. Merrill Area Public Schools is focused on
meeting the individual needs of students and preparing them for life after graduation.

The District’s primary educational pathway and instructional program for students involves
a progression from 4-year-old kindergarten through 12th grade, leading to a high school
diploma.

The District’s schools, and each school’s most recent state-assigned performance
category (if available), are listed below:

Elementary Schools
(grades Headstart, 4K* - 4 ):

Middle Schools
(grades 5 - 8):

High Schools
(grades 9 - 12):

● Pine River School for
Young Learners*

● Kate Goodrich Elementary
School

● Washington Elementary
School

● Prairie River Middle
School

● Merrill High School

District-affiliated
(instrumentality)
charter schools:

District-affiliated
(instrumentality)
virtual charter schools:

District Alternative
Schools:

● Bridges Virtual Academy ● Bridges Virtual Academy ● Merrill Adult Diploma
Academy

● GEDO2
● Northern Achievement
Center

* Note: The District offers its 4K program at one or more community-based locations other
than the elementary school(s) that are listed above.

Some of the specific education programs offered to eligible students who are enrolled in
and attending the District’s schools include the following:

● Early childhood special education (for students who are at least 3 years old but not
yet school-age), ie Headstart.

● Special education for students with disabilities (ages 3-21)
● English language learner/bilingual-bi-cultural education
● Gifted and talented education
● Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs
● Work Based Learning Options - Certified Co-ops, Employability Skills, and Youth
Apprenticeship

● Individualized program and curriculum modifications
● Alternative education program(s)
● At-risk education (e.g., for students identified as being at-risk of not graduating from
high school)

● Summer school programming

The full version of the District’s most recent school and school district accountability report,
as issued by the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction under section 115.385 of the
state statutes, can be accessed at: https://apps2.dpi.wi.gov/reportcards/.

Educational options for students who are enrolled in the Merrill Area Public School
District that involve part-time attendance at an educational institution other than a
school of the Merrill Area Public School District include the following:
1. The Start College Now and Early College Credit Programs, which:

a. provide opportunities to apply for approval to take courses at certain institutions
of higher education; and,

b. is available only to students who are enrolled in the 11th or 12th grade.

Additional educational options for children who reside in the District that involve
full-time enrollment/attendance at a school, program, or other educational
institution that is not a school or instrumentality of the Merrill Area Public School
District include the following:

1. High school students meeting certain age and other eligibility requirements may be
permitted to attend a technical college or certain other programs for the purpose of
completing a program leading to the student’s high school graduation or to a high
school equivalency diploma.

2. Full-time Open Enrollment involving physical attendance in a public school of a
nonresident school district or attendance through a virtual charter school that is
associated with a nonresident school district.

3. Beginning in the 2016-17 school year, a child with a disability who meets the
program’s specific eligibility requirements may apply to attend an eligible,
participating private school under a scholarship awarded through the state’s “Special
Needs Scholarship Program,” as established under section 115.7915 of the state
statutes.

4. Enrollment in a non-instrumentality public charter school that was authorized by the
School Board of the Merrill Area Public School District. The following charter schools
are located within the District’s boundaries and each school’s most recent state-
assigned performance category is provided, if available:
○ No non-instrumentality public charter schools have been approved by the School
Board of the Merrill Area Public School District as of the 2021-22 school year..

5. Enrollment in an independent public charter school (i.e., a school with no District
authorization or affiliation) that is open to students who are District residents. The
following independent charter schools are located within the District’s boundaries
and each school’s most recent state-assigned performance category is provided, if
available:
○ No independent public charter schools are operating within the Merrill Area
Public School District’s boundaries as of the 2021-22 school year.

6. Enrollment in a private school participating in the Wisconsin parental choice program.
The following participating private schools are located within the District’s boundaries
and each school’s most recent state-assigned performance category is provided, if
available:
○ Saint John Lutheran School
○ Trinity Lutheran School

7. Enrollment in a private school of the family’s choosing (at the family’s own cost,
as applicable).

8. Enrollment in a home-based private educational program as provided under
state law.

Educational options for children who reside in the Merrill Area Public School District
but who are enrolled in and attending a private school or home-based private
educational program include the following:

1. Such students have the opportunity to attend summer school classes/programs
offered in the District.

2. Private school students in the high school grades have the opportunity to apply for
approval to take up two courses per semester in a District school, pursuant to section
118.145(4) of the state statutes.

3. Students who are enrolled in a home-based private educational program have the
opportunity to:
○ Apply for approval to take up two courses per semester in public schools as
provided under section 118.53.

○ Participate in District interscholastic athletics and other District extracurricular
activities as provided under section 118.133.

For more information about any of the educational options listed in this notice, please
contact the District’s main administrative office at 715-536-4581 or the Wisconsin
Department of Public Instruction.

Published January 12, 2023 WNAXLP
229415

DATE SIGNED: January 3, 2023
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

JAMES L. IATTONI
Notice to Creditors

(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2023 IN 01

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth April
15, 1935 and date of death August 16,
2022, was domiciled in Lincoln County,
State of Wisconsin, with a mailing
address of N2554 Spruce Lane, Merrill,
WI 54452.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is April 21, 2023.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, 1110 East Main
Street, Merrill, Wisconsin, Room
Probate Office.
ATTORNEY MIRANDA M. LAMB
NOLAN & DEFFNER LEGACY LAW
1803 Stewart Ave., Wausau WI 54401
715-842-0888
Bar No. 1112872
Published January 12, 19 & 26, 2023

WNAXLP

TOWN OF SCHLEY
Notice of Town Caucus

NOTICE is hereby given that a Town Caucus for
the Town of Schley will be held January 18, 2023 at
6 p.m. at the Schley Town Hall, W1696 County
Rd C, Merrill, WI, Lincoln County, for the purpose of
placing nominations for candidates for the following
Town Offices, to be voted for at the Spring Election
on April 4, 2023.

OFFICE INCUMBENT
Chairperson Rick Dorn (not seeking re-election)
2 Supervisors Timothy Klimek

Gerald Plamann
Clerk Becky Dallman
Treasurer Susan Podeweltz

Term of office is for two years, beginning April 18, 2023.

Remember to recycle www.townofschley.com
Becky Dallman, Town Clerk

Published January 11 and 12, 2023 WNAXLP
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? 3,000+ Live TV Stations
? 70,000+ Movies and 2,800 TV
Series Available

? Video On Demand (VOD)
? Premium Sports and
Premium Movies

? Cloud Based DVR 1,000 Hours
? Much, Much More

No more need for multiple streaming
services like Netflix, Hulu, Sling,
YouTube TV or any other streaming
service. All the digital content in the
USA, and from around the world in
one easy to use package at one low
monthly price. NO Contract.

www.SUPeR-STReAM.iNfO
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Dear Reader,
A photograph, a letter, a lock of  hair when held at 

night can become a dream 
trigger of  sorts. You picked 
up a photo of  yesteryear, 
or reread an old letter from 
someone once dear, or held a 
lock of  hair once gracing the 
head of  someone you loved. 
Iconic pieces can represent 
memories from diff erent 
times of  our lives.

And then you fall asleep. The dream trigger takes 
eff ect and you walk into a state of  recall with a 
seemingly real you interacting and engaging with 
real someones from a long time ago. You’re exploring 
a new adventure with them, because while the time 
has passed, everything has changed. You encounter 
a world of  high drama laced with excitement and 
a curious mixture of  danger and romance. Time is 
no longer relative and forever is a concept that lasts 
until it doesn’t.

Poof ! The morning sun and new yet familiar faces 
beckon. A dream trigger comes once in a blue moon. 
When it does, it’s a savoring that adds to what you 
were and what you are becoming.

PATRICK J. WOOD
PUBLISHER

Author of “Dear Reader” and “Tapestry of Love and Loss”

Dream-Triggers
PUBLISHER’S LETTER

Time to place an ad?
Call today to place 
your ad and make 
a sale quickly.
715-536-7121News

FotoMerrill
™

NewsFotoMerrill
™

TOO MUCH OF 
A GOOD THING?
List your garage/rummage 

sale or items for sale 
in the classifi eds.

715-536-7121

NewsFotoMerrill
™

NewsFotoMerrill
™
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christmaschristmasCongratulation
s

Coloring Contest Winners!

Scarlett Waid - Age 10Lily Stevenson - Age 4 Raelyn Lee - Age 7

Hamburgers
“Home of the Bluejay Burger!”

1203 E. 3rd St., Merrill, WI 54452

715-536-6532
www.chipshamburgersmerrill.com

This contest sponsored by:

Each winner received A hugE gift
Bag of Fun Christmas games, toys, and snacks.

Scarlett Waid - Age 10

Each winner recei ed A hugE gift

Thursday, January 12, 2023 MERRILL FOTO NEWS Page 7 7
TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

At the Merrill Varsity 
Boys Basketball game 
on Dec. 16, the Merrill 
Basketball Program also 
held their Second Annual 
Merrill Basketball Hall of  
Fame (HOF) Night. 

Five athletes were in-
ducted into the Merrill 
Basketball HOF, one for 
his coaching, although he 
was an athlete for Merrill 
before he became a Hall-
of-Fame-worthy Merrill 
coach, and the others for 
their exemplary perfor-
mance on the court as 
Merrill Bluejay players. 

Bruce English was in-
ducted into the HOF after 
serving as a Merrill High 
School (MHS) Basketball 
Coach for 33 years, from 
1986 to 2019. Initially, he 
coached Merrill 7th and 
8th grade boys travel-
ing teams for three years 
and then he coached Boys 
Basketball Freshmen 
and JV and served as an 
Assistant Varsity Coach. 
He then coached JV Girls 
Basketball and was named 
MHS Assistant Coach of  
the Year in 2019. 

Himself  a 1972 graduate of  MHS where he played bas-
ketball for Coach Don Kerr, English taught elementary 
Physical Education in Merrill until he retired in 2009. 
He is also a member of  the Merrill Baseball HOF.

Jan (Wickman) Krystkowiak was a Merrill Bluejay 
Girls Basketball Player from 1979 to 1983. She received 
a lot of  recognition for her contributions as a Bluejay 
and a great deal of  individual recognition as a Junior 
and Senior in high school, as well. As a Senior, she 
led Merrill in scoring average at 13.5 points per game. 
After graduating MHS, she played college basketball 
at National College of  Education in Chicago where she 
averaged 11.3 points and 8.3 rebounds per game, then 
played at University of  Wisconsin-Milwaukee from 
1984-1987 and led in scoring during the 1985-86 season at 
12.0 points per game, among many other honors.

Joelene (Hanig) Weix, currently a teacher at Prairie 
River Middle School (PRMS) in Merrill, has been play-
ing and/or coaching in the Merrill Girls Basketball 
Program for more than 40 years. Weix was a Merrill 
Bluejay Player from 1983 to 1987, during which time 
she earned a lot of  recognition, some highlights being 

named a Channel 7 All Star, All State, and also a WBCA 
North All Star selection, all as a Senior. That year the 
Merrill Girls Varsity Basketball Team were the unde-
feated Champions of  the Wisconsin Valley Conference 
(WVC) and Weix was named Most Valuable Player 
(MVP). She attended Western Illinois on a basketball 
scholarship where she played basketball for four years 
at Division 1 and was a four-year starter there and 
a two-time MVP. Her list of  recognition there is also 
lengthy. Weix returned to Merrill and served as the 
Merrill Girls Assistant Basketball Coach in 1999 and 
then Head Coach from 2003-2007 and 2016-2020.

Erik Finanger played basketball for the Merrill 
Bluejays from 1974 to 1978. A three-year Varsity letter 
winner, he was named All Wisconsin Valley Conference 
both Junior and Senior year, a Channel 7 All Star 
Senior year, All State his Senior year, and also led the 
WVC in scoring Senior year. He averaged 17.0 points 
per game which gave him the second best average of  
any player in Merrill history, made him the number 

Five new Merrill Basketball Hall-of-Famers 
inducted during Second Annual Merrill 

Basketball Hall of Fame Night

The Merrill Basketball Program held their second Annual Merrill Basketball Hall of Fame night 
in December and five new inductees were welcomed into the fold. Honored were, from L to 
R:  Jan (Wickman) Krystkowiak, Joelene (Hanig) Weix, Erik Finanger, Jordan Stine, and Bruce 
English. Photos courtesy of Merrill Basketball Program.

New Merrill Hall Basketball Hall of Fame inductees with their families at the program in 
December.

T.B. SCOTT from page 1

The new book is called VERY Special Deputy and the 
main character and premise of  the story might sound a 
little familiar:  After a 30-year career as an FBI Special 
Agent, Thomas T. Thomas and wife Sophie retired to a 
home on a bluff overlooking Lake Superior. When the lo-
cal sheriff of  Gitche Gumee County was found dead of  a 
gunshot wound, Tommy was drafted by the governor to 
fill out the remainder of  his term. This term has ended 
and a new sheriff has taken office. One of  his first acts 
was to swear in Thomas as a VERY special deputy to 
mentor and assist with investigations.

Dare I say it may be a little biographical? 
Burg points out that the book is definitely fictional, 

but many of  the crime plots and characters are based 
upon real situations he encountered.

As an FBI agent, Burg worked in Mississippi, 
Chicago, and Waukegan, Ill., before becoming Senior 
Resident Agent at the Wausau office of  the FBI cover-
ing a nine-county area of  north central Wisconsin in 
1977.

In that capacity, he worked some very interesting 
cases, and some of  them a bit notorious. One such case 
was in Merrill in 1980. “The Anson & Gilkey case,” as 
Burg referred to it, involved the owner paying “a group 
of  Chicago outfit arsonists to come up and torch the 
huge plant on the East Side for the insurance.”

“They were interrupted by Merrill PD, and we 
worked for months to unravel all the ramifications,” 
Burg said. 

There were many other interesting cases, as well, 
and now Burg is using some of  them as fodder for his 
somewhat tongue-in-cheek crime novels. His first nov-
el was titled Accidental Sheriff. Seeing a theme here? 
That’s not by chance. “Write what you know,” Burg 
said when asked what he would tell other aspiring 
writers.  

Burg also writes what he is passionate about, in-
cluding his long-time fascination with railroads and 
trains. His first book in 2003 was about the history of  
the railroad in Idaho, White Pine Route, which he be-
gan writing when he retired from the FBI. That led to a 
10-part series of  steam locomotive photo books for the 
Milwaukee Railroad Historical Association and then 
more railroad photo books he self-published through 
Merrill Publishing Associates (a partnership with 
Sharon Thatcher). Then came Nobody Walks Now-A-
Days (a history of  the Merrill Railway & Lighting Co. 
and Merrill’s streetcars), and now he’s enjoying writ-
ing fiction. “If  you are a writer, your brain is always 
writing,” Burg said.

He has also written for various trade and railroad 
publications. 

“Scott-Free Words Worth Hearing”  
presentation

The T.B. Scott Free Library will present a “Scott-
Free Words Worth Hearing” presentation in the 
Carnegie Wing of  the library this Saturday, Jan. 14, 
2023, at 11:00 a.m.

The event will begin with a chat with Burg and an 
opportunity to learn more about him, his passion for 
railroad history, his FBI career, his writing and pub-
lishing, his non-fiction railroad history and photo 
books, his new crime novels, and his tips for other 
writers or aspiring writers. 

Some of  his books will be available for purchase 
at the event, including Route of  the North Woods 
Hiawatha (a photo history of  the Milwaukee Railroad’s 
Wisconsin Valley Line through Merrill), Nobody Walks 
Now-a-Days, and his two novels, Accidental Sheriff and 
VERY Special Deputy. 

Burg’s new novel is also available locally at Sweeter 
Times (409 W. Main St.) and the Merrill Historical 
Society in Merrill; the Janke Book Store in Wausau; 
online at www.mainudesigns.com/veryspecialdeputy; 
and on Amazon Kindle. 

New writers group to begin in Merrill:  
 The Real Writers Group

Some of  Burg’s other advice for aspiring writers? 
“Read a lot so you are familiar with good sentence 
structure, vocabulary, etc.,” he said. And then ... 
“Just find somewhere to start. Do IT! Write and try to 
organize.”

“Check out the writers’ group T.B. Scott Library 
is forming to hear from other writers,” Burg added. 
“Learn some of  their knowledge on how things work.”  

And that is the perfect segue to the library’s 
announcement.

Following the author chat, a new writers group will 
gather at the library, and anyone with a passion for 
writing who would like to meet and exchange ideas 
is welcome to attend and join. Local authors, Rachael 
Waldburger and Jim Finucan, will lead the meeting, 
develop a loose schedule for future meetings, and plan 
to make the meetings enjoyable, fun, and low-pressure. 
Dubbed the “Real Writers Group,” the main objective 
of  the new group is to share inspiration for the writing 
process and support those who enjoy the art of  writing.

All writing interests/genres and all skill levels are 
welcome, group organizers said. 

See HALL-OF-FAME page 15

www.merrillfotonews.com
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601 Johnson St., Merrill
715-536-5708

Open tO the public

Closed Mon., Tues., and Wed.
Open at 4pm Thurs. & Fri. • Open at 11am Sat. & Sun.

now hiring! p/t - kitchen, wait staff • bartenders

sat., february 4th • 6:30 pm
$20/advance • $25/door

For tickets can NVP at 715-536-5708 Ext 1010 or Ken Yahnke at 920-265-6293

OUTLAWS OF THE OPRYOUTLAWS OF THE OPRY

Open to the Public • (715) 536-7471
NO FOOD SERVED: Sat., Sun., Mon.-Only Special Events

1205 N Lake St. • Merrill, WI 54452
Eagles ClubThe

DINNER SPECIALS JAN.
TuESDay NighTS
JaN. 17Th - ChiMi’S

JaN. 24Th - MEaTLOaF
Dinner served: Tuesday 4:00-8:00 PM

FRiDay NighTS
JaN. 13Th - WaLLEyE
JaN. 20Th - CaTFiSh

Dinner served: Friday 4:00-8:00 PM
CLIP-N-SAVE
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CaRRyOuT aVaiLaBLE
• MONDAY: Bar Open at 3pm
• LuNch AvAiLAbLe:
Tues. & Fri. 11am-2pm
Wed. & Thurs. 11am-8pm
Specials • Fish Fries • Homemade Soup

• DiNNer MeNu: Tues. 4-8pm
& Fri. 4-8pm

• SATurDAY: Bar Open at 3pm
• SuNDAY: Bar Open From 11am-7pm
Visit our Website! 584.localfoewi.com

HAPPy HOur: TuESdAy-THurSdAy • 3-6PM

This Sunday, January 15, 2023 • 9am-1pm
Adults $10.00 • Children (6-10 years)

$5.00
Children 5 and under are FREE

(Carry-Out Available)

PROCEEds will bE GiVEN tO
ERiC bUsHAR tO HElP

dEFRAy mEdiCAl ExPENsEs

All-you-Can-Eat
(Potato and Regular)

Drinks availablePancakes

“hELp WhERE hELp iS NEEDED”

GRAND PRIZE DRAWING

JANUARY 28, 2023

UNLEASH THEUNLEASH THE
Prize shown is for

advertising purposes only.

SKI-DOO SLED, TRAILER & TRIP PACKAGE

Mondays All Seats $5.00

Cosmo
Theatre
Main St. • Merrill

kids • $5.00
seniors • $5.00
Adults • $8.00

Show timeS effective
1/13/23 to 1/19/23
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715-536-4473
www.cosmomovies.com

A MAn cAlled otto
“PG13” (2HR 6MIN)

friday: 7:00 & 9:15PM
saturday: 1:00, 3:30, 7:00

& 9:15PM
sunday: 1:00, 3:30, 7:00PM

monday thru thursday: 7:00PM

M3GAn
“PG13” (1HR 42MIN)

friday: 7:00 & 9:00PM
saturday: 1:00, 3:15, 7:00 & 9:00PM

sunday: 1:00, 3:15 & 7:00PM
monday thru thursday: 7:00PM

AvAtAr: the wAy
of wAter

“PG13” (3HR 12MIN)
friday: 7:00PM

saturday and sunday:
1:00 & 7:00PM

monday thru thursday: 7:00PM

ALL DAY
FUNDRAISER
10Am - 10Pm

Thursday,
January 19, 2023

DONATING
10% OF SALES

mERRILL GIRLS
BASKETBALL

ALSO A Fresh
Baked Goods Sale!

Culver’s of merrill
3349 E. main St.

715-536-3444
www.culvers.com

FLAVOR OF THE DAY
RED RASPBERRY
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Join us every Monday at 5:00PM for
a community meal open to all.

Saint Stephens
United Church of Christ
903 E 2nd Street, Merrill.

Free will donations accepted.

Sponsored by: FreMarq Innovations

Monday, January 16th Menu:
Homemade Chicken Noodle Soup

310 E. 2nd St., Merrill
715-536-4611

LLC.

Hours
MoN. - FrI. Noon - Close

sAT. 4pm - Close
suN. Noon - Close

JAN. BooZE oF
THE MoNTH

JACK DANIELs
$6.00 - 16 oz. Pint

sATurDAY JAN. 14TH

BINGo
Opens 11am Starts 1pm

CAsH PrIZEs
& sNACKs

sATurDAY JAN. 28TH

LIvE MusIC
HoNKY ToNK

HIGHWAY
8pm 23

09
67

418 Grand Ave., Merrill418 Grand A  Merrill
S&S BarS&S Bar Open Daily

9 am - Close

THIS WEEK’S
DRINK SPECIAL:

AmARETTo
$4 PINT mIxERS;

$2 Tub mIxERS; $2 SHoTS

Hall Rental Available • 715-536-4664

Low carry
out prices
on Booze,
Beer & Ice

22
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BY CHRISTOPHER STAMM
GUEST MOVIE REVIEWER

M3GAN
(Now showing in theatres)


This film is rated PG-13 – for language, violence,  

and adult themes

The quest for A.I. (ar-
tificial intelligence) has 
been ongoing for some 
time now, with Google, 
Facebook, and a host of  
others doing their very 
best to create a computer 

system that will be self-
aware, and it is clear to me 
that none of  those people 
have ever seen a movie 
about the dangers of  do-
ing so.

From SKYNET to 
H.A.L., it always ends bad-
ly for humanity.

Now we have M3GAN, 
a self-aware doll/android 
meant to be a toy for little 
ones and, boy howdy, does 
that ever go wrong.

OK, basic points:  Sister 
and brother-in-law of  
highly-driven computer 
designer die in car acci-
dent, said computer de-
signer becomes her niece’s 
caretaker, and niece is not 
dealing well with the loss 
of  her parents and being 
in a new home.

Driven designer thinks, 
“Hey, I will use my niece 
as a test subject for my 
newest creation, a life size 
doll that is super advanced 
but not quite ready. Oh, 
well, let’s roll with that.”

Of  course, things go 

sideways and M3GAN de-
cides that she knows best, 
so let the carnage begin.

The special effects are 
excellent, and M3GAN is 
super creepy, especially 
when she does her little 
dance before hacking a 
person up with a paper 
cutter blade. But overall, 
this one is effective, with 
a solid story and enough 
creepy scenes to make it 

worthwhile. M3GAN is 
worth a trip to the cin-
ema in these dark, gloomy 
January days.

Three out of  five stars 
for this one. Worth the trip 
to the cinema but one note 
of  warning:  This one is 
PG-13 but probably should 
have been an R rating, so 
leave the little one with the 
sitter.

Bolster your odds for 
startup business success;  

enter Governor’s Business 
Plan through Jan. 31

MADISON, Wis. – More 
than 7 out of  every 10 fi-
nalists in the Wisconsin 
Governor’s Business Plan 
Contest since 2012 are still 
in business, a strong sur-
vival rate that speaks to 
the contest’s role in help-
ing startup companies 
succeed over time.

A survey conducted by 
the Wisconsin Technology 
Council found that 197 
finalists from the 8 con-
tests between 2012 and 
2021 were still in busi-
ness, compared with 58 
who had ceased opera-
tions. That represents 78 
percent of  those finalists, 

who typically make up the 
top 25 entries selected by 
judges each year.

When the Tech Council 
conducted a similar “look-
back” of  the contest’s first 
eight years (2004-2011), the 
survival rate at the time 
was also about 77 percent.

Free webinar
A free webinar on how 

to prepare for the con-
test will be held Jan. 
18. A recent finalist, a 

veteran contest judge, 
and contest organizers 
will provide tips on how 
to win the Wisconsin 
Governor’s Business Plan 
Contest during a 10:00 
a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 18 
webinar hosted by the 
Wisconsin Technology 
Council. Panelists will 
provide resources and 
guidance to help con-
testants prepare a solid 
250-word abstract for the 
contest.

To register, go to:  
https://wisconsintechnol-
ogycouncil.com/event/
want-to-win-the-gover-
nors-business-plan-con-
test-learn-ins-and-outs-at-
jan-18-tech-council-webi-
nar/.

Business plans 
increase business 

survival rates
“The survival rates of  

BPC finalists are higher 
than U.S. averages for 
startups, which is a credit 
to our mentors, judges, 
and staff, who help con-
testants throughout the 
contest, as well as the con-
nections that contestants 
make with Wisconsin’s 
larger infrastructure for 
young companies,” said 

See SUCCESS  
page 16



of 2023

The Foto News, along with the following Lincoln County
merchants, will present the following prizes to the

parents of the first baby born in the year 2023.

Congratulations!

21
72

33

Bennett Muenchow is the Merrill
Foto News First Baby of 2023.

Bennett was born on Monday,
January 2nd at 9:57 AM at

ASPIRUS Hospital in Wausau.
He weighed 6 lbs., 9 oz.

and was 19 ½” long.
Bennett’s proud mom and dad

are Makayla Bessert &
Austin Muenchow.

His big sister is Kynlee Muenchow.

22
98

91

715-536-1473
Drive Through Service

Dinner for 4!
715-536-3455

OPEN 24/7

Hwy 51/I 39 & Hwy 64
Interchange, Merrill, WI

Open 10am-10pm
7 Days A Week

715-722-0645

Gift Card

715-536-3455

$50

05
49

47
39

Good
At

oR

Open 10am-10pm
7 Days A Week

715-722-0645

11
37

51

22
74

59Northwoods
WASH PLUS

3456 E. Main St., Merrill
(Formerly Z-Best Car Wash)

Car Washes
$25 Gift Certificate

A Certificate
for One Free
Value Pack,
Also a 10%

Discount Card
Good For 1 Year.

1203 E. 3rd Street, Merrill
715-536-6532

hamburgers/Ice-cream

05032196113964

$2500

Gift Certificate
Good for

or
Merrill

Merrill & Tomahawk

05
03

22
40

11
31
15

2011 E. Main St.,
Merrill

Cammie Pankow
LMT, MMP.

715-218-2274

$25
Gift Card 22

71
64

$25.00
GIFT CARD

400 E. 2nd Street
(715) 536-1900

www.autojockeys.com

22
74

00

sales • service
detailing

www.merrillchamber.org
705 N Center Ave.

Merrill, WI 54452-1275
(715) 536-9474

$25 Gift Certificate

Merrill
Chamber

Area

of Commerce
& Information Center

22
75

11

1 Free
Oil & Filter

Change
(Some restrictions apply.
Diesel & Synthetic extra.)

www.bricknersparkcity.net

3000 E. Main Street, Merrill
715-536-2833

11
39

72

715-536-1345

Treat
Yourself!

Giving a
shampoo,
cut & style!

227351

Lashes • Facials • Body Waxing

1205 N Lake St.
Merrill, WI 54452

Eagles Club
(715) 536-7471

Open To The Public

$25
GIFT
CARD 11

32
80

Courtside
Furniture

Giving a
$50 Gift

Certificate

113967

715-536-8954
1022 E Main St • Merrill
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

www.courtsidefurniture.com
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• Cooks
• Busser

• Dishwasher

HELP WANTED

23
01

30

1205 N Lake St. Merrill, WI 54452
(715) 536-7471

APPLY IN
PERSON

Eagles ClubThe

Year ‘Round Positions. 20-40+ hrs/wk.
Requirements: Neat appearance, positive attitude, professional
behavior, fast, hard working, prompt and accountable, caring
personality, enjoy solving problems and working with customers and
their food. Flexible scheduling (nights, weekends, days a must).

We provide: On-going training, uniforms, meals/discounts,
competitive wages, bonus program, a clean, hard-working & fun
atmosphere with advancement for right person.

Please Apply In Person at 210 S. Pine Ridge Ave., Merrill

Now Accepting
Applications

Full and Part Time
Food Service Artist210 S PIne RIdge Ave., MeRRIll

16
63

88

Thrift Store
MERRILL, WI

St. Vincent de Paul

Position available
• 18 hours per week
• Must be able to lift 35 lbs. or more
• Must enjoy working with the public

Applications are available at:
St Vincent de Paul Thrift Store
1004 E. Mail Street
Merrill, WI 54452
or call 715-539-1131

23
09

66

Monday-Friday 7:30am Until 4:00pm • Phone 715-536-7313

1100 Marc Drive, Merrill, Wisconsin 54452
SMITH CENTER

Do you want to have fun while
working this summer?

www.ci.merrill.wi.us/parks

Please go to www.ci.merrill.wi.us/employment

Now accepting applications for
summer employment.

Lifeguards, concession workers,
admission workers, summer playground

and park maintenance.

and fill out an application, or call the
Smith Center for more information.

231127

Did you hear the exciting news
at Park City Credit Union?
We are hiring for a
Project ManageMent SPecialiSt
to join our Innovative Team!

Why wait?
Apply today to start
your journey with us!

Have fun at work, be creative, showcase your
organizational skills, and lead projects from start to finish!

You can’t beat our benefits! Insurance offerings with
HSA match, 401(k) contribution plus generous match,
paid community service hours, fitness reimbursement,

flexible schedules, competitive pay,
and so much more!

230615

Attention Drivers!

Contact Jody (715) 536-9789 x 2
jlokemoen@pioneertrans.com

www.pioneertrans.com

21
78

88

Pioneer Transportation, LTD.

Company Drivers Earn .60 - .64/mile
Conestoga Drivers Earn .65 - .69/mile
---------------------------------------

Home Weekly * Paid Weekly
---------------------------------------
If you are looking for a change,

check us out!
If you’ve been here before and

left, come on back!
---------------------------------------

We have regional and OTR
positions available. Full-time,
part-time, and occasional.

---------------------------------------
Class A CDL and 2 years
experience required.

As
Always

We are looking for 2nd and 3rd shift
machine operators

 We have excellent benefits with paid
vacation, holidays and a great service
award program.

 We have a 401k match program with
performance bonuses available quarterly.

 We provide paid meal breaks, life insurance,
ad&d, short term disability pay and free
uniforms.

All applications can be completed at:
https://www.interflexgroup.com/careers.

We are an (EOE) equal opportunity employer,
including those with disabilities and veterans.

We are offering
a $2,000

sign on bonus

230913

23
01

23

NOW HIRING

Apply at airprofan.com
or email HR@airprofan.com

100% employee-owned and growing company
is seeking experienced and entry level Welder/
Fabricators for immediate hire. Position requires
MIG and TIG welding on a variety of materials.
Position is detail oriented.

We are always willing to train the right candidate.

• Full Time Position – Days

• Shift Selection – Choose from 4 10-hour
days or 5 8-hour days

• Excellent Benefit Package

• Immediate Paid Time Off

Family Owned Commercial Printer
located in Merrill, Wisconsin will provide
technical training to learn or further your
skills in a new career is hiring.

Company where you can make a difference!

Customer Service Specialist/Receptionist
Job details available on our website.
www.reindlprinting.com

Submit resume and application to:
Reindl Printing Inc.

Attention: Human Resources
1300 Johnson St.
Merrill, WI 54452

Email: human.resources@reindlprinting.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

23
09
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Excellent Pay! Starting at $20.00/hour + Shift Differential!
High Earnings Potential. Up to $70,000 in your first year!
401(k) Match up to 4%! Plus Annual Raises!
10 Paid Holidays + 2 Paid Personal Days Per Year!
Medical, Dental, & Vision Coverage after 60 days!
Advancement Opportunities!
Take pride in making packaging for world reknown food brands!
Find your next career at GPI, and check us out on our website!

GPI is an Equal Opportunity Employer

$2,000
Retention
Bonus

Are you looking for a
manufacturing career?

Apply Online at
GRAPHICPKG.COM/CAREERS/

Plant Location:
200 Central Bridge St.

Wausau, WI 54401
170857

Page 10 MERRILL FOTO NEWS Thursday, January 12, 202310 NEW YEAR NEW CAREER
STAND OUT

from the crowd!
Advertise your 

business to 
thousands of 

potential customers 
each week

715-536-7121



Marshfield Clinic Health System is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action employer. All qualified
applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard to sex, gender identity, sexual
orientation, race, color, religion, national origin, disability, veteran status, age, or any other characteristic
protected by law.

For more information visit: marshfieldclinic.org/careers

Talent Tuesdays
Tuesday, January 17th, 3 PM - 5 PM

Marshfield Medical Center - Weston
3400 Ministry Pkwy, Weston, WI 54476

(Entrance 4 off of Birch Street)

Stop in and talk with recruiters and connect with hiring managers.
Positions range from patient care, both acute and clinical,

to non-patient care, entry-level to management, and much more!

Featured positions may be eligible for a Sign On Bonus
Ask recruiter for details!

Appointment Coordinator
Biomedical Equipment Tech
Certified Nursing Assistant
Health Unit Coordinator

Medical Assistant
Optical Support (Optician)

Oral Surgery Tech
Paramedic

Registered Nurse • Student Nurse Intern
Polysomnographic Technologist or Polysomnographic Technician

Choose Your Career with Care

No

Ap
po

int
m
en

t

Ne
ce
ss
ar
y.

230585

HOUSING AUTHORITY OF
MERRILL WISCONSIN Are you

looking
for a
maintenance
career?

√ Competitive starting wage!
√ Potential raise after 90-day probationary period
√ State of Wisconsin Retirement Pension
√ Nationwide Deferred Compensation
√ 10 Paid Holidays
√ Paid Time Off after 90 days!
√ Sick hours after 90 days!
√ Medical, Dental, Vision, AFLAC, Life Insurance
√ Excellent work schedule

Monday – Thursday 6:30am – 3:30pm
& Fridays until 12:30pm

DETAILED JOB DESCRIPTION ONLINE
WWW.MERRILLHA.COM

Mail Resume to:
701 E 1st Street
Merrill, WI 54452
Email Resume to:
lross@merrillha.com

22
53

94

Do you enjoy variety, and
working with people of all ages...

Then we encourage
you to apply!

• Full and part-time,
flexible schedules

• Retirees encouraged to apply

• On the job training
• Ability to work one on one
and in a group setting

Apply at
120 S. Mill Street, Merrill, WI 54452

715-218-3772
www.kindheartedhomecare.com

22
57
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Caregivers must be trustworthy, motivated and compassionate.

Full-time benefit package includes PTO, retirement plan & life insurance

228888

Join the Kolbe team and receive a $10,000 sign-on bonus! KK-Way is a small private fleet
hauling windows and doors for Kolbe & Kolbe Millwork Co., Inc. We value our team members
and aim to accommodate their needs. The current average seniority for our OTR Drivers is over
23 years. KK-Way employs OTR Drivers who typically drive between 115k and 150k miles per
year. All routes are out and back with guaranteed time off in between. Most runs have drivers
home weekly while West Coast runs are 11 days out, 4 days home.

Kolbe offers a very competitive salary averaging $84,000 per year with
potential to $100,000+ along with excellent benefits. Additional benefits include:
• Excellent Benefits Program including health, dental, vision, short- and long-term
disability, and life insurance, 401K with matching funds, and paid vacation.

• Safety Bonus 2+ cents/mi paid quarterly.
• Additional 4 cents/mi on entire trip for runs into Canada. Reimbursement for cost of
passport card and renewals.

• Company pays 8 hours for each 34-hour log reset while OTR. Breakdown and layover
pay also available.

• Company pays unloading time by the hour, including wait time.
• Holiday Pay and bonus for departing on weekend.
• OTR Drivers reimbursed $50.00/mo for usage of personal cell. Kolbe reimburses 100%
for Canadian calls.

• Company reimburses OTR Driver for showers.
• Company credit cards and fuel cards provided.
• Tablets provided for electronic logging.
• Company provided uniforms.
• Late Model equipment with premium specs. HVAC units, power invertor, Sirius/XM
radio, TV, and refrigerator. No slip seats.

• Bonus referral $2,500 for another OTR Driver

Benefits:

Supplemental pay types:

Visit www.kolbewindows.com/careers to apply.

• 401(k) with match
• Dental insurance
• Employee assistance
program

• Employee discount
• Flexible spending account
• Fuel discount

• Health insurance
• Health savings account
• Life insurance
• Long and short term
disability

• Paid orientation
• Paid time off

• Paid training
• Passenger ride along
program

• Referral program
• Safety equipment provided
• Vision insurance

• Bonus pay
• Breakdown pay

• Layover pay
• Loading / unloading pay

• Safety bonus
• Signing bonus

CREW MEMBERS $18.65 - $20.15/HR

MAINTENANCE TECH UP TO $29/HR

DEPARTMENT MANAGER DOE

Sierra Pacific Industries is an (EOE) Equal Opportunity Employer, including those with a disability and veterans.

GREAT BENEFIT PACKAGE
Health Insurance with low premiums!
Individual $80/Month, Spouse +$128/Month, Child +$42/month

Dental, Vision, Retirement, & Life Insurance

Paid Holidays and Vacation

LET’S TALK
(715) 722-1884

Hir ing Bonus &
Attendance Bonus

SPI-IND.COM/CAREERS

YOUR WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY JUST GOT BIGGER!

2 MERRILL LOCATIONS
WE’RE HIRING!

23
06

56

CREW MEMBERS $18.65 - $ 20.15/HR
MAINTENANCE TECH UP TO $29/HR
DEPARTMENT MANAGER DOE
PRODUCTION DATA SPECIALIST DOE
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Are you look ing to drive with a
new team that of fers com pet i tive
pay for your ex pe ri ence? Do you
want to be home daily or more
often than your cur rent car rier?
WVT is seek ing to add Class A
CDL dri vers! We are a bulk car rier
op er at ing hop per trail ers. Daily
and regi onal runs are avail able as
full-time & part-time po si tions. We
offer heath care & va ca tion.
Please call for ad di tional info:
(715) 693-6564

HELP WANTED: We are look ing
for some one to pro vide daily liv ing
as sis tance and pet care. It would
be about 2.5 hours a day, 12.5 to
17.5 hours a week. If in ter ested,
please call or text. 715-966-1935

Be come a pub lished au thor. We
want to read your book! Dor rance

Pub lish ing trusted since 1920.
Con sul ta tion, pro duc tion, pro mo -

tion & dis tri b u tion. Call for free au -
thor’s guide 1-877-729-4998 or

visit dor ran ce info.com/ads

WIN TER MAR KET Jan 12-15th
Pop cul ture Comics Toys Col -
lectibles FOX RIVER MALL AP -
PLE TON INFO ZURKO 715-526-
9769

AKC FOX RED & YEL LOW LAB
PUPS shots/worm/vet, F-$850
M-$550 715-257-1330 (267331)

WES LEY FI NAN CIAL GROUP,
LLC Time share Can cel la tion Ex -
perts Over $50,000,000 in time -
share debt & fees can celled in
2019. Get FREE in for ma tional
pack age & learn how to get rid of
your time share! FREE con sul ta -
tions. Over 450 pos i tive re views.
CALL 844-374-2565 (WCAN)

AKC PUG PUP PIES Fawn col -
ored dews/shots/vet/de wormed
$1000 715-536-0697

Switch and save up to $250/yr on
talk, text & data. No con tract or

hid den fees. Un lim ited talk & text
with flex i ble data plans. Pre mium
na tion wide cov er age. 100% U.S.
based cus tomer ser vice. Lim ited

time get $50 off any new ac count.
Use code GIFT50.
1-855-903-3048

AKC REG. COCKER SPANIEL
PUPS Big Lit ters! 50% OFF 6-M,
6-F shots & wormed 920-563-
3410 morn ings(#268588)
(WCAN)

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL?
.... GET RE SULTS! Af ford able ad -
ver tis ing that fits your bud get!
Reach OVER 300,000 homes!
Place your ad in MANY weekly
Wis con sin Shop pers & Buy ers’
Guide pa pers for as low as $36.00
Call today! Pub lish ers De vel op -
ment Ser vice, Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-
800-236-0737 www. pdsadnet. 
com

3 WEEKS NEW JOB! NEW CA -
REER - NEW YOU! Train with us
for your CDL at SCDTI 715-942-
2700 ext 102

American Eskimo pup pies. 3
males, 3 fe males, pure bred, shots,
de wormed, 9 weeks old. Ready to
go! $500. 920-621-4622.

!!OLD GUI TARS WANTED!! GIB -
SON, FENDER, MAR TIN, etc.

1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOL-LAR
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE

1-866-433-8277

Blue Heeler/Australian
Shepherd home-raised pup pies

for sale. Males, $200 each.
Also sell ing mother - make offer.
715-571-7727. For pics, email
mar t in boys ranch@ daystar. io

WCAN (Wis con sin Com mu nity
Ad Net work) and/or the mem ber
pub li ca tions re view ads to the
best of their abil ity. Un for tu nately,
many un scrupu lous peo ple are
ready to take your money!
PLEASE BE CARE FUL AN -
SWER ING ANY AD THAT
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE
TRUE! For more in for ma tion, or to
file a com plaint re gard ing an ad,
please con tact The De part ment
of Trade, Agri cul ture & Con -
sumer Pro tec tion 1-800-422-
7128 (WCAN)

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUI -
TARS! 1920-1980 Gib son, Mar tin,
Fender, Gretsch, Epi phone, Guild,
Mosrite, Rick en backer, Prairie
State, D’An gelico, Stromberg &
Gib son Man dolins/Ban jos. 844-
262-6174 (WCAN)

Eng lish Cream/Golden Re triever
Pup pies. Par ents are AKC/OFA.

Along with ge netic test ing done on
both par ents. Health guar an teed.

www. sto rman dsum mer. com
Email: 4shaws@ charter. net

715-591-8956

BUY ING SAL VAGE
MO TOR CY CLES-ATVs-

WA TER CRAFT
920-850-9299

Local Dealer Free Pickup!

20
15
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Trinity Merrill Lutheran
Child Care is hiring!

Apply today!

Call 715-722-0523 to join our
friendly, Christ-centered team!

201 Stange St., Merrill, WI

$16/hour

Eng lish Springer Spaniel pup -
pies L/W & B/W 3-M 1-F $850
Ready 1-9-23 & 8 mo old F- L/W
$1000 715-257-1360

UP DATE YOUR HOME with
Beau ti ful New Blinds & Shades.
FREE in-home es ti mates make it
con ve nient to shop from home.
Pro fes sional In stal la tion. Top Qual -
ity - Made in the USA. Call for free
con sul ta tion: 877-544-2415 Ask
about our spe cials! (WCAN)

Aluma 2-place snowmobile
trailer w/tilt bed, new axle, 13-inch
wheels, rock guard. In new con di -

tion. $2295. Call 715-581-0333Pien tka Auc tion
Sat ur day, Jan u ary 21st - 9:00AM
In spec tion Fri day 10:00 AM to
6:00 PM & 8:00 AM day of auc tion
Ped dler’s Col lec tive, 1901 Post Rd
Plover WI. 54467
A great col lec tion of col lectibles
and an tiques
Items of In ter est: Sin clair H-C
Gaso line 2-sided 6 foot metal sign,
Robin Hood flour
tin, Leinenkugel beer sign, Bud
light sil ver Clydes dale light, Mich e -
lob mir ror, beer pitch ers,
Bat man toys, Hot Wheels, Ertl
toys, Toot sie cars & doll fur ni ture,
vtg tin windup toys, 13
Jet son yo-yo’s, Clara belle the
clown bub ble pipes, Louis Marx
as tro nauts & Mickey fig urines,
vtg board games, vtg wood
planes, Jor gensen & Crafts man
wood clamps, Crafts man
wrenches, work light, Aus tralia
boomerang, vtg Wheel ing 2 gal
pail, hard ware bins
w/hard ware, very nice vtg pocket
& fold ing knives, Prunes wood
box, fish ing poles, vtg
empty bait boxes, vtg lures, reels,
Mar bles fish grab ber find an other,
Sig na ture shoe
pol isher/shoe kit, vtg/an tique
books, Terry Redlin pic ture and
oth ers, vtg decoy, Mickey
Mouse watches, Camel, Scripto &
Col ibri lighters, Stan ley hatchet,
Cole man lantern NIB,
Mario art glass plate very nice,
100s of lapel pins, Kit Kat clock
newer, 16 Royal Doul ton
Bun nykins fig urines, Ro seville
vase, Kreiss Co. fig ural nap kin
hold ers, Wind mill ice tub, Van
Brig gle, Creso lene vapo lamp,
Ford V8 shift knob Bake lite, Bake -
lite bev er age lol lipop stir
sticks, Reddy Kilo watt play ing
cards, 3 leather hel met badges,
cast iron lion bank, Crane Co.
1905 cast iron ele phant pa per -
weight hard find, cast iron boy rid -
ing al li ga tor pa per weight,
Kaiser Fra zier hub cap em blem,
Brigitte Bar dot au to graph pic ture,
other au to graphs, small
locks w/bar rel keys, vtg. Viking
bob ble head, Bozo clown soap
bot tles, wood blocks, spice
rack, wood Schoen hut don keys, 6
po lice badges, many, many great
ephemera items, cigar
la bels, base ball items, au to -
graphed items, Has bro Elvis, 40+
Beanie Baby bears in cases,
Dis ney 3 pigs tooth brush holder,
Na tional cash reg is ter name
plates, an tique press & wall
mount drill, lg an tique metal wheel,
wood trunk, Howard Miller an -
niver sary clock, War
Camp Com mu nity ser vice poster,
vtg Who’s who base ball book lets,
vtg jew elry some
ster ling, many cru ci fix’s, re li gious
medals & items. Plus, many, many
more GREAT items. 
TERMS: cash, check & credit
cards (with 4% fee) valid dri ver’s
li cense re quired to
reg is ter for bid der num ber. An -
nounce ment’s day of sale take
prece dence over
printed ma te ri als. Auc tion eer and
staff are not re spon si ble for ac ci -
dents or loss.
Every thing is sold “as is” con di tion.
No war ranties, food avail able.
Col. George Pien tka,
RWA#2068-52, geoand doe@ 
char ter. net,
715-341-8076 or 715-570-0806,
www. pie ntka auct ion. com

German Wirehair Pointer pups.
Up land & water fowl. Ex cel lent dis -
po si tion. Ready to hunt next fall.
get my pointllc.com 920-427-7774. 2006 Chevy 2500HD LTZ Du ra -

max Diesel 4x4, Rust free Texas
truck, crew cab short box,

132k miles, $27,500.
715-574-4561

MINI AUSSIEPOOS & COCK -
APOO PUPS Shots/wormed
Ready to Go! $550 715-921-9708

DRY OAK & Hard Maple,
$250/cord. Over 15 mi is extra.
Have hard wood in wood shed
over a year old. Clean & no bark.
715-351-1888 or 715-873-4196. MINI COCK-A-POOS Hypo-al ler -

genic, Non-shed, shots/vet
F-$600, M-$500 715-758-2433 Do nate Your Car to Vet er ans

Today! Help and Sup port our Vet -
er ans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100%

tax de ductible.
Call 1-800-245-0398

Mixed firewood: oak and maple.
$60 face cord, sea soned 1 year.
$75 from wood shed, sea soned 2
years. Bone dry. 715-253-2060.

No de liv ery.

MINI GOLD EN DOO DLE PUPS
shots/wormed/dews Can De liver
$800 715-255-2661 (269146)

MINI GOLD EN DOO DLES 1 yr
health guar an tee. $1200 Call/text
715-409-0533

DO NATE YOUR CAR or TRUCK
to HER ITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3-Day Va ca tion. Tax De -
ductible. Free Tow ing. All pa per -
work taken care of! CALL 844-
374-3067 (WCAN)

New & Used Snow Blowers
Large se lec tion ser viced and

ready for snow!
Full ser vice small en gine re pair.
North Cen tral Power Equip ment

2803 Emery Dr, Wausau
1 mile north of Fleet Farm
off Hwy K  * 715-370-3002

Apply In-person at 1400 W Taylor Street
or Email resume to

gebeyer@lincolnwindows.com
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer.

• Production
(FT Only, 1st Shift, $19.06-$20.14 per hour,

90 day probation, OT)

• Maintenance Technicians
or Apprentices

For additional information visit
lincolnwindows.com/Careers

Lincoln Wood Products-Employment Office

“Seeking quality people to make a quality product.”

22
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Come Join
Our Team
We’re Hiring!

POMERAN IAN-HUSKEY PUPS 7
weeks old, All col ors M-$250,
F-$300 715-823-3052

YOUR CAR, BOAT OR MO TOR -
CY CLE helps Rawhide pro vide
men tal health ser vices that redi -
rect local Wis con sin youth &
adults from harm ful de ci sions. Do -
nate Today! 888-653-2729
(WCAN)

PURE BRED BOR DER COL LIE
PUPS Shots/Wormed, great pets
$250 OBO 715-667-3342

28" Snow blower, Yard Ma chine
MTD. Like New. No Sun Calls.
$700. 715-216-0310

PURE BRED ST. BERNARD
PUPS fam ily raised, great tem -
pera ment, de wormed/dews/shots
$825 715-573-7822 (507309)

Den tal in sur ance - Physi cians Mu -
tual In sur ance Com pany. Cov ers

350 pro ce dures. Real insur-ance -
not a dis count plan. Get your free

den tal info kit! 1-855-526-1060
www. den tal5 0plu s. com/ ads #6258

REG ENG LISH CREAM RE -
TRIEV ERS shots/wormed/vet
checked $600 Ready Now 715-
680-8149

WANTED TO BUY: Rem ing ton
ri fles and shot guns in ex cel lent

con di tion. Also gun parts.
Call Ron at 715-298-0760

REG IS TERED COCKER
SPANIEL PUP PIES dews, shots,
vet, & de wormed $500-$750 715-
536-0697 or 715-316-2522
(WCAN)

LONG DIS TANCE MOV ING Call
today for a FREE QUOTE from
Amer ica’s Most Trusted In ter state
Movers. Let us take the stress out
of mov ing! Call now to speak to
one of our Qual ity Re lo ca tion Spe -
cial ists: 888-660-6593 (WCAN)

AT TEN TION MEDICARE RE CIP I -
ENTS! Open En roll ment for
Medicare health plans is here! Call
our li censed in sur ance agents for
an af ford able quote for your
needed cov er age. Call for a no
oblig a tion free quote now! 855-
686-2201 (TTY: 711) (WCAN)

REG TOY POO DLE PUP PIES
Shots/wormed/vet, fam ily raised
$1000 No Sun day calls (495932)
715-409-3321 (WCAN)

PRO TECT YOUR HOME from
pests safely & af ford ably. Pest, ro -
dent, ter mite & mos quito con trol.
Call for a quote or in spec tion
today 844-651-1726 (WCAN)

SHEEPADOO DLE PUPS dews re -
moved, shots/wormed UTD,
$1000 Will de liver! 715-965-6882
or 715-721-0553 (WCAN)

At ten tion oxy gen ther apy users!
In o gen One G4 is ca pa ble of full
24/7 oxy gen de liv ery. Only 2.8

pounds. Free info kit.
Call 877-929-9587SWITCH & SAVE UP TO

$250/YEAR on your talk, text &
data. No con tract & no hid den
fees. Un lim ited talk & text with
flex i ble data plans. Pre mium na -
tion wide cov er age. 100% U.S.
based cus tomer ser vice. Lim ited
time offer get $50 off on any new
ac count. Use code GIFT50. For
more info, call 1-844-883-1477
(WCAN)

CAYLOR’S TROPHY BAR

808 E Main St.
Merrill, WI

3pm - Close, Fri.-Sun., NooN - CloSe

23
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Is seeking an
energetic, outgoing bartender

to join our team.
Above average pay • great customers • great tips
• great owners • drama free/knucklehead free

setting • weekend hours IF you want.

Primary nights of work will be
Tuesday & Wednesday from 3pm to close.

Apply within and ask our bartenders why they love
working here. (Hint – because we have the best

customers in town)

TRI-COLOR F1B BERNE DOO -
DLES $1000 shots vet chk’d
wormed dews 715-218-9247,
715-721-5375 No Sun Calls
(WCAN)

Car ing for an aging loved one?
Won der ing about op tions like se -
nior-liv ing com mu ni ties and in-

home care? Car ing.com's Fam ily
Ad vi sors help take the guess work
out of se nior care for your fam ily.

Free, no-oblig a tion con sult:
1-855-759-14072010 NDE Ver ti cal Mixer, 1551,

bought new on our farm,
in good work ing con di tion.

$18,500. 715-574-4561
UP TO $15,000 OF GUAR AN -
TEED LIFE IN SUR ANCE! No
med ical exam or health ques tions.
Cash to help pay fu neral & other
final ex penses. Call Physi cians
Life In sur ance Com pany 844-
433-5898 or visit www. Life55plus. 
info/ wcp (WCAN)

DEN TAL IN SUR ANCE. From
Physi cians Mu tual In sur ance
Com pany. Cov er age for (350+)
pro ce dures. Real den tal in sur ance
- NOT just a dis count plan. Don’t
Wait! Call now! Get your FREE
Den tal In for ma tion Kit with all the
de tails! 855-807-9516 www. den 
tal5 0plu s. com/ wicommunity
#6258 (WCAN)

2023 SPRING BEE PRE-ORDER
5 Frame Nucs, Sin gles,

Dou bles & Pal lets
www. bra dsbe esan dhon ey. com

Brad 262-749-0716
Take 15% off with bee15wi

(WCAN)

VIVINT. SMART SE CU RITY,
PRO FES SION ALLY IN STALLED
One con nected sys tem for total
peace of mind. FREE pro fes sional
in stal la tion! Four FREE months of
mon i tor ing! Call now to cus tomize
your sys tem. 1-855-756-2112
(WCAN)

Mo bile Help, Amer ica's pre mier
mo bile med ical alert sys tem.

Whether you're home or away. For
safety & peace of mind. No long
term con tracts! Free brochure!

1-888-489-3936

Hand Crafted Gar den & Stor age
Sheds, Garages & Cab ins.
Many Styles and Op tions.

Sizes from 8' x 8' up
to 15' x 40' are avail able.

Call BAKER BARNS, LLC
715-873-33381

mile North of Glea son, Hwy 17

Mo bile Help, Amer ica’s Pre mier
Mo bile Med ical Alert Sys tem.
Whether you’re home or away, for
safety and Peace of Mind. No
Long Term Con tracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today! 1-855-491-
0732 (WCAN)

7 cute & friendly Aus tralian Shep -
herd Eng lish Spaniel

pup pies for sale.
8 weeks old on Jan 14th, $150.

Edgar, WI, 715-316-7506.

*FLEA MAR KET* SAT UR DAYS
through March. SHAWANO COM -
MU NITY HALL 115 East Di vi sion
St Zurko 715-526-9769

10

7110General Employment 

11

7115Health Care 

1

7005Announcements 

38

7214Antiques and Collectibles 

66

7272Dogs 

122

7421Vacation For Rent 

39

7216Computers and Electronics 

15

7135Professional and Technical 
146

7500ATV and UTV 

41

7220Musical Instruments 

147

7502Motorcycles 

48

7236Furniture and Home Decor 

5

7514 Recreational Trailers  
35

7282Auctions 164

7546Trucks 
52

7244Firewood 
167

7554Vehicles Wanted 

175

7574Miscellaneous Transportation

55

7250Lawn and Garden 

56

7252Snow Equipment 
80

7308Insurance 

61

7264Guns

63

7266Miscellaneous Merchandise 

81

7310Health Care Services 

72

7286Farm Equipment 

2

7290 Miscellaneous Agriculture  

75

7292Agriculture Services 
66

7272Dogs 

38

7214Antiques and Collectibles 
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NEW YEAR
NEW CAREER



STROKE & CAR DIO VAS CU LAR
dis ease are lead ing causes of
death, ac cord ing to the AMER I -
CAN HEART AS SO CI A TION.
Screen ing can pro vide peace of
mind or early de tec tion! Con tact
Life Line Screen ing to sched ule
your screen ing. Spe cial offer - 5
screen ings for just $149! Call 1-
888-675-5048 (WCAN)

PRE PARE FOR POWER OUT -
AGES TODAY with a GEN ERAC
home standby gen er a tor. $0
Money Down + Low Monthly Pay -
ment Op tions. Re quest a FREE
Quote! Call now be fore the next
power out age: 1-877-626-1009
(WCAN)

BATH & SHOWER UP DATES in
as lit tle as ONE DAY! Af ford able

prices - No pay ments for 18
months! Life time war ranty & pro -

fes sional in stalls. Se nior & Mil i tary
Dis counts avail able.
Call: 855-761-1725

Get DI RECTV for $64.99/mo for
12 months with CHOICE Pack age.
Save an ad di tional $120 over 1st
year. First 3 months of HBO Max,
Cin e max, Show time, Starz & Epix
in cluded! Di rectv is #1 in Cus -
tomer Sat is fac tion (JD Power &
Assoc.) Some re stric tions apply
Call 1-888-925-9452 (WCAN)

Hugh es Net Satel lite In ter net: 25
mbps start ing at $49.99/mo! Get
More Data, FREE Off-Peak Data.
FAST down load speeds. Wifi built
in! FREE Stan dard In stal la tion for
lease cus tomers! Lim ited Time
Call 1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

Safe Step. North Amer ica's #1
Walk-in tub. Com pre hen sive life -
time war ranty. Top-of-the-line in -

stal la tion and ser vice. Now fea tur -
ing our free shower pack age &

$1600 off - lim ited time! Fi-nanc ing
avail able. 1-855-417-1306

The bath room of your dreams for
as lit tle as $149/mo! BCI Bath &
Shower. Many op tions avail. Qual -
ity ma te ri als & pro fes sional in stal -
la tion. Se nior & Mil i tary Dis counts
Avail able. Lim ited Time Offer -
FREE vir tual in-home con sul ta tion
now & SAVE 15%! Call today! 1-
877-651-1850 (WCAN)

DI RECTV STREAM Car ries the
Most Local MLB Games! CHOICE
Pack age, $89.99/mo for 12
months. Stream on 20 de vices in
your home at once. HBO Max in -
cluded for 3 mo. (w/CHOICE
Pack age or higher) No an nual
con tract, no hid den fees! Some re -
stric tions apply. Call IVS 1-833-
574-1746 (WCAN)

FREE high speed in ter net for
those that qual ify. Gov ern ment
pro gram for re cip i ents of se lect
pro grams incl. Med ic aid, SNAP,
Hous ing As sis tance, WIC, Vet er -
ans Pen sion, Sur vivor Ben e fits,
Life line, Tribal. 15 GB in ter net ser -
vice. Bonus offer: An droid tablet
FREE with one-time $20 copay.
Free ship ping & Han dling. Call
Maxsip Tele com today! 1-855-454-
6827 (WCAN)

SKID STEER SER VICES All 4
sea sons, in clud ing snow blow ing,
snow plow ing, auger ing, truss set -
ting, stump re moval. In sured. Call
715-612-0528 or 414-507-0424.

All Vehicles Carry
A Limited

3mo./3000 mile warranty!

See Pics at
www.autojockeys.com

715-536-1900
400 E. 2nd St. Merrill

‘18 Dodge Journey GT FWD 83K mi.....$21,495

‘17 Chevy Malibu Premier 112K mi.....$17,295

Financing Available

SaleS • Service
Detailing
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Pre pare for power out ages today
with a GEN ERAC home standby

gen er a tor $0 Down + Low Monthly
Pmt Re quest a free Quote. Call
be fore the next power out age:

1-855-948-6176

THE GEN ERAC PWR cell a solar
plus bat tery stor age sys tem. SAVE
money, re duce your re liance on
the grid, pre pare for power out -
ages and power your home. Full
in stal la tion ser vices avail able. $0
Down Fi nanc ing Op tion. Re quest
a FREE, no oblig a tion, quote
today. Call 1-855-707-0232
(WCAN)

Elim i nate gut ter clean ing for ever!
Leaf Fil ter, the most ad vanced de -

bris-block ing gut ter pro tec-tion.
Sched ule free Leaf Fil ter es ti mate
today. 20% off En tire Pur chase.
10% Se nior & Mil i tary Dis counts.

Call 1-833-610-1936

The Gen erac PWR cell solar plus
bat tery stor age sys tem. Save

money, re duce re liance on grid,
pre pare for out ages & power your
home. Full in stal la tion ser vices. $0
down fi nanc ing op tion. Re-quest

free no oblig a tion quote.
1-877-539-0299

DISH NET WORK $59.99 for 190
Chan nels! Blaz ing Fast In ter net,
$19.99/mo. (where avail able)
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa
Gift Card. FREE Voice Re mote.
FREE HD DVR. FREE Stream ing
on ALL De vices. Call Today! 1-
844-897-8523 (WCAN)

Free high speed in ter net if qual i -
fied. Govt. pgm for re cip i ents of

se lect pgms incl. Med ic aid, SNAP,
Hous ing As sis tance, WIC, Vet er -
ans Pen sion, Sur vivor Ben e fits,

Life line, Tribal. 15 GB in ter net. An -
droid tablet free w/one-time $20

copay. Free ship ping. Call Maxsip
Tele com! 1-833-758-3892

THINK ING ABOUT IN STALLING
A NEW SHOWER? Amer i can
Stan dard makes it easy. FREE de -
sign con sul ta tion. Enjoy your
shower again! Call 1-844-479-
1327 today to see how you can
save $1,000 on in stal la tion, or visit
www. new show erde al. com/ wcp
(WCAN)

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT
YOUR MO BIL ITY! Dis cover the
ideal so lu tion for any one who
strug gles on the stairs, is con -
cerned about a fall or wants to re -
gain ac cess to their en tire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-888-
686-1458 (WCAN)

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan -
nels + $14.95 High Speed In ter -
net. Free In stal la tion, Smart HD
DVR In cluded, Free Voice Re -
mote. Some re stric tions apply.

Promo Ex pires 1/21/23.
1-866-479-1516

At ten tion Home own ers! If you
have water dam age and need

cleanup ser vices, call us! We'll get
in & work with your in sur ance

agency to get your home re paired
and your life back to nor mal

ASAP! 855-767-7031

Hugh es Net - Fi nally, super-fast in -
ter net no mat ter where you live. 25
Mbps just $59.99/mo! Un-lim ited
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bun -

dle TV & In ter net. Free In stal la tion.
Call 866-499-0141

NEW - 2004 Sturdevant St. - 4
bedroom home with dining room,
enclosed front porch, ramp, nice
yard and big 2+ carMenard building
for garage. Home has a nice metal
roof, half circle driveway in front
for easy in and out and located
close to shopping. $85,000

1001Cedar St. - 3bedroomhome
with 2 large bedrooms and 1 full
bath upstairs and 1 bedroom and
3/4 bath on main floor. Nice dining
room, living room with wood stove,
nice kitchen and mudroom. Partial
basement with stairs leading to an
outside entrance. Centrally located
with shopping, entertainment
and parks close by. $119,000

www.riversbendrealtygroupllc.com
Tina 715-297-6912

tina.riversbendrealty@gmail.com
Jess 715-574-5377

jess.riversbendrealty@gmail.com

The
Dengel
Team
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helPIng YOU maKe YOUR DReamS COme TRUe!

1201 E 3rd St., Merrill

COMMERCIAL Do you want to
be your own boss?? Commercial
building currently operating as a bar.
High Visibility traffic area. Volleyball
courts, and more. You can even
fix the upstairs and have living
space. There are a couple rooms
on the main floor that are finished
where you could even sleep.
Many possibilities. $120,000

NORTHERN WISCONSIN’S LARGEST RARE COIN &
PRECIOUS METALS COMPANY IS ALWAYS BUYING

11 South 2nd St. • Tomahawk, WI 54487
Mon.-Fri. 10-5; Sat. 10-2; Closed Sundays

• Old U.S. coins, proof sets & paper money.
• Also buying gold & silver jewelry, watches & diamonds.
• Old sports cards - 1969 & earlier. Currently paying top prices.
• No Collection too SMALL or LARGE
• Sports Wear & Memorabilia Headquarters

05
08

27
18

(715) 453-3141
Open Mon. & Tues., 10am - 5pm or by appointment. 28

28

JAWS HandyMan LLC
Jim Waldburger-Owner

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

Electrical • Plumbing • Drywall • Decks
Light Masonry/Remodeling

55
39

1715-204-0020

(Online Bidding Opens: Jan. 21- Jan. 26 )
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Root sold their
Million Dollar Lake Home!

(Open House Jan. 21 (10AM - NOON)
(N2268 Rae Dr.) Merrill, WI

PWC: (2) 2013 Yamaha VX w/aluminum 2/place trailer (very clean)
Mopeds: Peace Sports 50cc Dirt Bikes: Honda CRF 100F, Kawasaki
KLX110, Kawasaki KDX50 ATV: Polaris Sportsman only 839 miles, ATV
trailer Sauna: indoor infrared Home Contents: Beautiful bedroom sets,
Sleep Number & Beauty Rest mattresses, leather sectional sofa, Amish
dining table’s, wicker set, commercial massage chair, leather sofa’s
w/power recliners, barrel pub table w/stools pd 2500, Hickory desk, flat
screen tv’s & sound systems, barrel coffee table, power recliner, swing,
Cedar chest, baby change table, large amount of holiday decorations, bar
stools, ottomans, dressers, sofa table, dishes, glassware, large vase,
wardrobe, Blue Fox fur, Oreo vac, egg incubator & more! Appliances:
Samsung Stainless steel refrig, Weber stainless grill, mini refrig, dehumid-
ifier, chest freezer, heaters, sm. Coke refrig & more! Brunswick Pool
Table: Bud Light neon, Wood Pellets: approx. 1 pallet Yard: snowblow-
er, composite rocker, Lifetime picnic table, deck heater, iron patio furni-
ture, planters, deck box, dog kennel, outdoor fencing, power washer, lad-
der, blower, chain saws, shop vac, organizers, dolly, Mantis tiller, ski jack-
ets, golf clubs, fishing, Jiffy ice auger, ice shanty, snow shoes & more!

ONLINE AUCTION
ANOTHER AUCTION WITH

COL. RENÉ BRASS
www.colrene.net

PICKUP & PAYMENT: Sunday, Jan. 29th (8AM-Noon) Terms: Cash or good check,
credit cards. Sales tax charged on some items. 10 % buyers fee. Not responsible for loss
or accidents. Settlement made before removing items. Conditions: Sold as is, where is.
Announcements made on auction day take precedence over printed material. R.W.A. Col.
Rene' Brass #424, Col. Robert St. Louis #450, 6728 Whitefish Lk. Rd., Three Lakes, WI
54562. PH: 715-367-1668

Repair Service, LLC

Heating • Cooling • Sheet Metal

W2810 Hwy, C, Merrill
(715) 536-6791

It’s Hard To Stop A Trane? 2852

SCRAP METAL
We’ll Pick it Up
• Clam Truck Service
• Dumpster Service
• Buying Cars & Trucks

Serving Central & Northern WI for over 80 years
Prompt Service • Fair Prices

Cousineau Recycling
Hwy. 45 South, Antigo • Toll Free 866-330-3730 or 715-623-2372

28
39
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Tired Of Re-Roofing Your House?
Try a Steel Roof!

• Can Be Installed Over An
Existing Roof

• 40 Year Factory Warranty
• 4-Star Hail and Fire
Resistant

• Ventilated At Peak
• Energy Star Efficient

• Hidden Fastener
• 28 Colors Available
• Steel or Asphalt Roofing
• Top Quality Work for Less
• Individual Homeowners,
Contractors, or Commercial

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

715-512-1356
Call Vernon

STEEL ROOFING
BADGERLAND

Do it Once,

Do it Right!

FREE
ESTIMATES!
Tired of re-roofing

your house?
TRY A

STEEL ROOF!
• Snaplok (hidden fastener) • Can Be Installed Over
An Existing Roof • 40 Year Factory Warranty • 4-Star

Hail and Fire Resistant • Ventilated At Peak • Energy Star
Efficient • 28 Colors Available

Jerry Stutzman 715-314-2295Do it Once,
Do it Right!

19
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STEEL ROOFING
BADGER STATE

81
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Red Cross, Peyton Manning huddle up for a lifesaving play this January
Those who come to give blood or platelets during National Blood Donor Month will be entered to win a trip to Super Bowl LVII

This January, the 
American Red Cross 
and Pro Football Hall of  
Famer and blood donor 
Peyton Manning are ask-
ing people to score big for 
patients in need – while 
getting a chance to win a 
trip to Super Bowl LVII in 
Arizona – by giving blood 
or platelets.  

The start of  the new 
year marks National 

Blood Donor Month – a 
time to celebrate those 
who generously roll up a 
sleeve to keep blood prod-
ucts stocked for hospitals 
providing critical care. As 
the busy holiday season 
winds down and the threat 
of  severe winter weather 
and seasonal illness cases 
continue to rise, January 
can be a tough time for 
donors to make and keep 

appointments.
Step off the sidelines and 

resolve to donate blood or 
platelets. To book a time to 
give, visit RedCrossBlood.
org, download the Red 
Cross Blood Donor App, 
or call 1-800-RED CROSS. 
In partnership with the 
National Football League 
(NFL), those who come 
to give blood, platelets, 
or plasma Jan. 1-31, 2023, 

will be automatically en-
tered to win a trip for two 
to Super Bowl LVII in 
Arizona*, including ac-
cess to day-of, in-stadium, 
pre-game activities; tickets 
to the official Super Bowl 
Experience; round-trip 
airfare to Phoenix; three-
night hotel accommoda-
tions (Feb. 10-13, 2023); 
plus a $500 gift card for 
expenses. (*Terms apply. 

Visit RedCrossBlood.org/
SuperBowl for details.)

To lead the offense 
against a potential winter 
blood shortage, Manning 
invites the public to join 
him in helping save lives. 
“If  everyone does their 
part and we collectively 
commit to donating blood, 
we can stack up more wins 
for hospital patients who 
are counting on us. A sin-

gle individual is certainly 
impactful, but a whole 
team of  people coming 
together to donate has an 
even greater effect.”

Upcoming blood donation 
opportunities in  

neighboring communities  
Jan. 3-Feb. 3, 2023 

•  1/6/2023: 8:30 a.m. - 1:00 
p.m., Antigo High School, 
1900 10th Ave., Antigo

•  1/16/2023: 10:30 a.m. - 
4:00 p.m., Saints Mary and 
Hyacinth Catholic Church, 
819 3rd Ave., Antigo

•  1/17/2023: 11:30 a.m. - 
5:30 p.m., Grace Lutheran 
Church, 108 W Somo Ave., 
Tomahawk

•  1/27/2023: 10:00 a.m. - 
3:00 p.m., Woodson YMCA, 
707 Third St., Wausau

•  1/25/2023: 11:00 a.m. - 
5:00 p.m., Cabaret Cove, 
1540 Pueblo Dr.,  
Rhinelander



$5,500
PLUS

OFF MSRPPlus tax, title, and service fee to qualified buyers. See dealership for details. Expires 1/31/2023.

$5,500
PLUS

Financing

BRICKNER’S PARK CITY

New 2022 RAM

1500 1.9%APR

3000 EAST MAIN STREET MERRILL
Phone: (715) 536-2833

Toll free 800-499-JEEP (5337)

LOCATED 1/2 MILE WEST OF HWY. 51-64 INTERCHANGE

Visit our web site at www.bricknersparkcity.net

Brickners
Park City, Inc.

23
11

19

Big Horn
Crew Cab
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Merrill Wrestling Team takes third 
at Bluejay Challenge, Depies and 
Ball both grapple into first place

TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

On Saturday, Jan. 7, 2023, the Merrill 
Wrestling Team hosted the Bluejay 
Challenge Invitational Tournament. Out 
of  25 teams attending, the Merrill Varsity 
Wrestling Team finished 3rd. 

“Ryder Depies and Brian Ball led the way 
by winning the individual championship,” 
Suchocki said. “Both continue to lead the 
team.”

“Ryder didn’t get out of  the second peri-
od before dominating his competition. It’s 
fun to watch Ryder compete,” he said. “He 
will continue to work hard and get better.”

“Brian also put together a nice tourna-
ment,” Suchocki said. “Right now he is 
wrestling well. He has taken some nice 
shots, and all areas of  his wrestling are con-
tinually improving. Brian is getting some 
big-match experience, which will be help-
ful down the last stretch of  the season.”

“Callum Wheeler took third, show-
ing some real determination in his final 
match,” he said. “He started out down four 
points but battled back and picked up a ma-
jor decision. That’s the type of  wrestling 
we want to see out of  Callum. He is having 
a great season.”

“Austin Depies was our next highest 
place finisher coming in fourth,” Suchocki 
said. “Austin continues to battle, as he is in 
many back-and-forth matches.”

“Dusty Schmirler, Brett Suchocki, and 
Carson Brooks all finished sixth with solid 
performances,” he said. 

“As a team, we competed well,” Suchocki 
said. “It was a long day and the wrestlers 

are becoming more seasoned with the com-
petition. We are looking forward to com-
peting in the month of  January with some 
important matches.”

2023 Bluejay Challenge individual results 
for Merrill:

The Merrill Wrestling Team took third place at the Bluejay Challenge.
 Photos courtesy of Merrill Wrestling Team.

Brian Ball grapples his way into a Championship spot at the Bluejay 
Challenge.

Ryder Depies in his Championship match at the Bluejay Challenge.

See WRESTLING page 15 See BASKETBALL page 16

106: Dustin Schmirler (7-4) 
placed 6th and scored 28.0 
team points.
113: Joey Jensen (11-12) 
placed 7th and scored 26.0 
team points.
126: Brett Suchocki (13-5) 

placed 6th and scored 28.0 
team points.
132: Brady Norton (16-8) 
placed 8th and scored 22.0 
team points.
138: Callum Wheeler (20-3) 
placed 3rd and scored 37.0 

Merrill Boys Basketball 
Team:  a loss and a big win

TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

The Merrill Boys Basketball Team 
played host to SPASH on Friday eve-
ning, Jan. 6, 2023, but the home-court 
advantage didn’t play out.

“We’ve been a little inconsistent all 
year on defense,” said Merrill Varsity 
Boys Basketball Head Coach Troy 
Pieper. “The games when we have en-
ergy on defense and we are in the right 
spots, we are a really dangerous team, 
and most games our offense also has 
better flow end movement. However, 
when we don’t execute on the defen-
sive side, we tend to struggle on the 
offensive end, as well, and unfortu-
nately, tonight we didn’t bring it like 
we needed to on the defensive side and 
our offense struggled, as well.”

“We gave up too many second-
chance points, especially in the first 
half,” he said. “We were down 14 at the 
half, and they had 14 second-chance 
points to our 0, so it’s really the little 
things.”

“We are a good team,” Pieper said. 
“When we do the little things, we can 
compete with the teams we’ve lost 
to. However, when our focus isn’t in 
the right spots for all 36 minutes, we 
struggle. I’m confident we will get 
things right, we have a great group 
of  guys, and we have a great coaching 
staff that will continue to tweak things 
to find a way to get things going in the 
right direction.”

As for the Merrill players and their 
strengths in this game, “It was nice 
seeing Bradyn get his shot going 
again,” he said. “He struggled a little 
recently, but he got us going early hav-
ing 9 of  our 16 first-half  points.”

“I was really impressed with how 
Carson Woellner played,” Pieper add-
ed. “He’s one of  those guys who keeps 
catching my eye. I really love his en-
ergy every day. I love his attitude, and 
he’s a great kid on top of  it. He gives 
the JV team that same energy for one 
half  and is waiting to give that energy 
for Varsity whenever called upon, 
and the minutes he got on Friday and 
how he delivered will get him more 
minutes for us. He’s just an instant 
spark.”

Box Score 
SPASH 60 @ Merrill 42

On Saturday, Jan. 7, the Boys trav-
eled to Ashland High School and the 
outcome was a lot different, with a 
successful game and a big win this 
time around. 

“Sometimes after a frustrating 
night, it’s good to get right back at it 
as soon as possible, and luckily, we 
had a schedule that had us playing 
back-to-back, so there was no practice 
or waiting for the next game to get the 
loss out of  our system,” Pieper said.

“The guys responded well. Again, 
like I’ve said multiple times this year, 
when we bring the energy and effort 
on defense, it shows how dangerous 
we can be.”

In this game, you could see it, he 
said, and anyone who watched both 
Friday’s game and Saturday’s game 
would have seen it. 

“Our offense was way more fluid 
and we were more aggressive and 
confident on the offensive side, but it 
wasn’t anything we changed in walk-
through or anything, it was simply 
our energy on defense,” Pieper said. 
“Defense creates offense, not the other 
way around, and once we do that con-
sistently, we can play with anyone.”

“Carter Baade had the breakout 
game I’ve been waiting for. He’s one of  
our best all-around players, I’ve been 
waiting for him to just be more aggres-
sive on offense, and today I ran our 
first two set plays to start the game for 
him to shoot. I wanted him to get going 
early, and he started fast, and it car-
ried over the entire game. He was sim-
ply awesome in aspects of  the game. 
His stat line (19 points, 6 rebounds, 
5 steals, 5 assists) tonight was off the 
charts awesome, but not surprising 
to me. I’ve seen him do this at the JV 
level and was just waiting for him to 
see that yeah, I can do it at this level, 
too. His game today could be huge for 
us; it makes us a much better team 
when he’s playing confident like he 
was today.”

“Bradyn (Pieper) played well 
again,” Pieper said. “Carter and 
Bradyn are good friends off the court, 
and you could see them playing off of  
each other really well tonight. They 
found each other a lot, and it was fun 
to see them both shoot so well tonight. 
Combined they were 9-20 from the 3pt 



Athlete of the Week

Athletes highlighted in this feature
are selected by the Foto News

editorial staff, not by the sponsors.

Please direct comments
or suggestions to

fotonews@mmclocal.com 22
30

66

Gage Lassa
Congratulations from these sponsors:

Gage Lassa, a Senior at Merrill High School (MHS), has been named Athlete of the Week. Gage began
wrestling in kindergarten and wrestled through his Freshman year in high school, then took a couple of years
off, and is now back as a member of the Merrill Varsity Wrestling Team. He recently went 7-0 at the Northern
Exposure Meet/Tournament. He also played football until eighth grade but decided not to play in high school.

At school, Gage is involved in Junior Optimists and Youth Apprenticeship (YA). Through the YA program,
he works part-time at Baumann Farms near Brokaw. His favorite classes this year are Bluejay Design for
manufacturing and Advanced Woods for cabinetmaking.

In his free time, Gage enjoys working on his two project vehicles. He is restoring a ‘76 Ford F150 and a ‘69
Ford Mustang Fastback. He also likes to hang out with his friends working on their rides, have bonfires with
friends, ride snowmobiles and four wheelers, fish, and hunt deer, goose, and duck.

The son of Levi Lassa and Erin Maluegge, both of Merrill, Gage has a 2.6 GPA and is considering going to a
technical school and into an apprenticeship program to be a pipefitter, steamfitter, or tinfitter after graduation
this year.
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2023 Merrill High School
Winter Sports Schedules
2023 Merrill High School
Winter Sports Schedules

The Sports Calendar of events is sponsored by:

Boys Basketball (Varsity, JV, and JV2)
Fri. Jan. 13 D. C. Everest (JV & JV2) Away 5:45 pm
Fri. Jan. 13 D. C. Everest (Varsity) Away 7:15 pm
Tues. Jan 17 Northland Pines (JV & JV2) Away 5:45 pm
Tues. Jan 17 Northland Pines (Varsity) Away 7:15 pm

Girls Basketball (Varsity & JV)
Fri. Jan. 13 D. C. Everest (JV & JV2) Home 5:45 pm
Fri. Jan. 13 D. C. Everest (Varsity) Home 7:15 pm
Tues. Jan 17 Antigo (JV & JV2) Home 5:45 pm
Tues. Jan 17 Antigo (Varsity) Home 7:15 pm

Boys Hockey (Varsity and JV)
Thurs. Jan. 12 D. C. Everest (JV) Home 5:00 pm
Thurs. Jan. 12 D. C. Everest (Varsity) Home 7:00 pm
Fri. Jan. 13 Rhinelander (Varsity) Home 6:00 pm
Fri. Jan. 13 Multiple Schools (Varsity) Home 8:00 pm
Sat. Jan. 14 Multiple Schools (Varsity) Home 11:00 am
Sat. Jan. 14 Multiple Schools (Varsity) Home 1:00 pm
Thurs. Jan. 19 Stevens Point (JV) Away 5:00 pm
Thurs. Jan. 19 Stevens Point (Varsity) Away 7:00 pm

Girls Hockey (Varsity and JV)
Mon. Jan. 16 ECA Stars (JV) Away 5:00 pm
Mon. Jan. 16 ECA Stars (Varsity) Away 7:00 pm

Boys Wrestling (Varsity and JV)

Thurs. Jan. 12 WI Rapids Lincoln (Varsity) Away 6:00 pm
Thurs. Jan. 19 D. C. Everest (Varsity) Home 6:00 pm
Thurs. Jan. 19 D. C. Everest (JV) Home 7:00 pm

Girls Wrestling (Varsity)
Thurs. Jan. 12 WI Rapids Lincoln (Varsity) Away 7:00 pm
Thurs. Jan. 19 D. C. Everest (Varsity) Home 7:00 pm

y:

nicoletbank.com | 800.369.0226 Member FDIC

Not a corporation, but a community.
When we serve together with local entrepreneurs, leaders, and families,
great things happen.
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wins Holiday Tournament

PATIENCE PYAN AND TINA L. SCOTT
The Merrill Girls Basketball Team 

traveled to Stevens Point for a confer-
ence match-up on Dec. 6, 2022. The girls 
trailed 1-11 early in the first half  and 
struggled early on to score. About three 
quarters of  the way through the first 
half  they battled back and got it within 3, 
with a score of  13-16; however, that let go 
again and went down to 17-24 at halftime. 

The score remained 17-24 for about the 
first quarter of  the second half. Scores 
went back and forth, with Stevens Point 
maintaining the lead. 

Towards the end of  the game, the 
Merrill girls got it within 2, with a score 
of  36-34, but they couldn’t quite get over 
that bump and pull ahead and went on 
to lose the game 39-49. The Bluejays had 
23 turnovers, and the Panthers scored 24 
points off those turnovers. On the bright 
side, the girls continue to be impressive 
from the free throw line, shooting 75%. 
Merrill Girls were led by Maddie Drew 
(15 pts, 2 reb, 1 stl), Mia Ott (12 pts, 3 reb, 
3 stl), and Alayna Pozorski (9 pts, 1 stl, 1 
reb). 

Box Score 
Merrill 39 @ SPASH 49

The Merrill Girls Basketball team 
traveled to Elmwood on Dec. 28-29, 2022, 
for their Holiday Tournament. The girls 
played one game each day. 

On the 28th, Merrill played Augusta, 
and the girls started the game with a 9-0 
run. A little less than halfway through 
the first half, the score was 23-10, and the 
Bluejays went on a 15-0 run and only al-
lowed 4 more points the rest of  that en-
tire first half  of  the game. The Bluejays 
were winning 50-14 at halftime. 

The start of  the second half  was a little 
rough, as there was no score change for 
either team for about six minutes, but 
eventually the Lady Jays found their 
groove again. The girls led in just about 
every category, scoring an impressive 
39 points off the 30 turnovers forced. 
They went on to win big 76-32. Merrill 
was led by Maddie Drew (19 pts, 1 reb, 3 
stl), Sophie Wendorf  (14 pts, 2 reb, 2 ast), 
Alayna Pozorski (12 pts, 7 reb, 5 ast), and 
Freshman Kaela Clerveaux (9 pts, 6 reb, 2 
stl) also got on the books scoring. 

Box Score 
Merrill 76 @ Augusta 32

The next day the Bluejays played Alma/
Pepin in the Tournament Championship 
and it was pretty similar to the day be-
fore. The Bluejays came ready to play and 
immediately jumped on Alma/Pepin, 

scoring 21 points before their opponents 
had even made a basket. The Bluejays 
led in pretty much every single category, 
including shooting %, rebounds, assists, 
and steals, and also scored 25 points off 
the 27 turnovers made by their oppo-
nents. Merrill held on to this lead for the 
entire game, not giving it up once. They 
went on to win the game 62-27, winning 
the Tournament. The Lady Jays were led 
by Alayna Pozorski (20 pts, 4 reb, 4 ast), 
Maddie Drew (8 pts, 3 reb, 4 stl), Mia Ott 
(7 pts, 7 reb, 4 ast), and Sophie Wendorf  (7 
pts, 7 reb, 2 ast).

Box Score 
Merrill 62 @ Alma/Pepin 27

Sophie Wendorf (#12) takes the ball up the 
court looking to set up the offense.
 Patience Pyan photos.

Seniors (and cousins) Prayla Pyan (#23) and 
Addy Schmeltzer (#33) speak pre game.

team points.
145: Mason Johnson (3-3) placed 
17th and scored 6.0 team points.
152: Hunter Opper (11-7) placed 7th 
and scored 28.0 team points.
160: Gage Lassa (11-2) placed 9th 
and scored 25.0 team points.
160: Jace Olson (6-9) placed 15th.
170: Brian Ball (20-3) placed 1st and 
scored 46.0 team points.
182: Carson Brooks (17-6) placed 
6th.
182: Austin Depies (16-7) placed 4th 
and scored 32.0 team points.
195: Ryder Depies (22-1) placed 1st 
and scored 50.0 team points.
220: Noah Klug (10-8) placed 9th and 
scored 20.0 team points.
285: Mikel Plautz (4-13) placed 20th.
285: Joshua Gustum (1-3) placed 
21st.
285: Ian Dreikosen (8-12) placed 
19th and scored 0.0 team points.

2023 Bluejay Challenge 
team results

1. Wittenberg-Birnamwood 413.02
2. Wausau West 411.03
3. Merrill 348.04
4. Crandon 339.05
5. Neillsville/Greenw./Loyal 264.06
6. Lakeland/Mercer 256.07
7. Saint Croix Central 240.08
8. Chetek-Wey./Pr. Farm 238.09
9. Boyceville 212.510
10. Stanley-Boyd 208.011
11. Chippewa Falls 199.012
12. Abbotsford/Colby 191.013
13. Tomahawk 185.514
14. Marathon 182.015
15. Waupun 163.516
16. Amherst 157.017
17. Edgar 155.018
18. Nekoosa/Assumption 150.019
19. Rhinelander 111.020
20. Wabeno/Laona/Th. Lakes 
108.021
21. Antigo 104.522
22. Athens 95.023
23. Barron 61.024
24. Tri-County 32.025
25. Menominee Indian 30.0

WRESTLING 
from page 14

10 leading scorer in WVC history, and 
made him the 9th all-time leading scor-
er in MHS history with 868 points. It 
was noted that Finanger was an excel-
lent shooter, and if  the 3-point shot had 
been in effect when he played, he would 
have had many more career points. 
Also named All-State in Football and 
Baseball, Finanger was offered a football 
scholarship to play for the University of  
Wisconsin Badgers, but declined that to 
attend Luther College in Decorah, Iowa, 
where he lettered three years in basket-
ball and two years in baseball.

The youngest of  those named to this 
year’s Basketball HOF, Jordan Stine 
played on the Merrill Boys Varsity 
Basketball Team from 2001 to 2005. He 
lettered all four years and was WVC 
Honorable Mention, Second Team, and 
then two years First Team (by unani-
mous selection as a Senior). As a Senior 
he was also a Channel 7 All Star.

Stine is the all-time Merrill leading 
scorer in WVC history with 886 total 

points. He progressively increased his 
average points each season from a 9.9 av-
erage as a Freshman to a 20.2 average as 
a Senior, for an average of  15.0 points per 
game in his high school career. Stine also 
broke a 41-year-old school record as a 
Senior to become MHS’s all-time leading 
scorer, when he scored his 1,075th point 
(which broke 2021 HOF inductee Jim 
Langenkamp’s record of  1,074) and went 
on to finish his high-school basketball 
career with 1,124 points. Stine remains 
the third highest scorer in MHS history. 
He also still holds the school record for 
field goal percentage in a season at 66% 
(69-105) set during his freshman year of  
2001-02, among other notable stats. 

“This is our second group of  Merrill 
Basketball Hall of  Fame inductees,” 
said Troy Pieper, Merrill Varsity Boys 
Basketball Head Coach. “It’s a great 
group of  Merrill legends.”

“It was a great night honoring them 
and showing them the appreciation we 
all have for what they gave to Merrill 
Basketball. It’s an honor to have such 
a rich history of  basketball here at 
Merrill,” he said.

HALL-OF-FAME  
from page 7
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STORE HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 am - 6:30 pm • Sat. 8:30 am - 4 pm • Closed Sunday
2 miles South of Curtiss on Hwy. E • 715-223-4797

We accept: SNAP/EBT Cards

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30-6:30 • SATURDAY 8:30-4:00

227259

Bratwurst
Smoked - Frozen
28 oz..........................................oNly

$299

Bratwurst
w/White Cheddar - Frozen
24 oz..........................................oNly

$269

Pepperoni
Sliced - Frozen
32 oz........................................oNly

$199

Pork Sausage
Patties Uncooked - Frozen
10 lbs.......................................oNly

$899

Ham Steak
Thick Cut - Frozen
...........................................oNly

$139
a lb

Smoked Sausage
Pork - Turkey - Beef
Frozen
42 oz........................................oNly

$299

Smoked Ham
Ultra Thin Sliced
Frozen
9 oz...........................................oNly 89¢

Pizza
Meat lovers- Frozen
19 oz..........................................oNly

$249

Pizza Family Size
Pepperoni - Frozen
35 oz..........................................oNly

$399

Butter
Salted - Whipped
5 lbs.....................................oNly

$1289

Co-Jack Cheese
Cubes
5 lbs...................................oNly

$249
a lb

Cheddar Cheese
5 lbs....................................oNly

$199
a lb

String Cheese
Mozzarella
3 lbs...................................oNly

$179
a lb

Shredded Cheese
Cheddar ‘n Monterey Jack
5 lbs.....................................oNly

$1089

Butter Unsalted
Half Sticks
8 oz............................................oNly

$149

French Fries
Crinkle Cut - Frozen
5 lbs...........................................oNly

$849

Bacon
Hard Smoked
Frozen
22 oz........................................oNly

$379

Pizza - Frozen
Chicken - Bacon - Ranch
30 oz..........................................oNly

$389

yogurt
Non-Fat Vanilla
32 oz...........................................oNly99¢

yogurt
Greek Vanilla
32 oz..........................................oNly

$129

yogurt
light Blueberry
12-6 oz ......................................oNly

$299

yogurt
light Strawberry
12-6 oz ......................................oNly

$299

yogurt Key lime Pie,
Strawberry Banana, Cherry
12-6 oz ......................................oNly

$299

Bath Tissue
w/lavendar Scent
12 roll ........................................oNly

$499

Chicken Tenders
Breaded, Uncooked
Frozen
...........................................oNly

$149
a lb

Bacon Frozen
Hardwood Smoked
48 oz..........................................oNly

$789

Bacon
Maple - Frozen
16 oz..........................................oNly

$189

Sausage Roll
Regular- Frozen
32 oz..........................................oNly

$289

Sausage Roll
Hot - Frozen
16 oz.........................................oNly 79¢

Dog Food
Beef Flavor
46 lbs.................................oNly

$2599

Sliced American
Cheese
57 oz........................................oNly

$599

Cream Soda
Cola Zero Sugar
12 - 12 oz ...............................................

$275

yukon Gold
Potatoes organic
10 lbs......................................................

$629

In-store only. We reserve the right to limit quantities.
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from page 14

SUCCESS  
from page 8

line. They are two of  our 
best shooters, and when 
they are shooting it like 
that, it makes everything 
easier for everyone else.”

“We went back to our 
full-court defense more to 
try and spark some energy 
on defense,” he said, “And 
EJ Weix really flourished 
in the full court. He’s so 
athletic and aggressive; 
he caused so much chaos 
for Ashland. He was re-
ally impressive tonight, as 
well.”

“Tyson was dominat-
ing on the boards. He had 
20 rebounds, just a couple 
short of  the school record. 
He was attacking the glass 
hard, and his effort was 
at a high level tonight,” 
Pieper said.

The key to finishing out 
the rest of  the season on a 
high note?

“We now need to take 
what we did Saturday and 
continue that moving for-
ward,” he said. “We just 
need to be more consis-
tent with our 3 E’s. When 
we Execute at a high level 
and bring the Energy and 
Effort, we are tough to 
beat. We are back in con-
ference play Tuesday vs 
Rapids. We’ll see if  we can 
build off of  a nice com-
plete game.”

Box Score 
Merrill 85 @ Ashland 35

Tech Council President 
Tom Still.

The contest is designed 
to encourage entrepre-
neurs in the startup stage 
of  tech-based businesses 
in Wisconsin. It links 
up-and-coming entrepre-
neurs with a statewide 
network of  community 
resources, expert advice 
and mentoring, manage-
ment talent, and possible 
sources of  capital.

The contest has led to 
valuable public and me-
dia exposure for the top 
business plans. In 2022, 
finalists shared in more 
than $125,000 in cash and 
service prizes. Over time, 
contestants have also 
raised at least $300 mil-
lion in angel capital, ven-
ture capital, and venture 
debt. The contest’s largest 
sponsor is the Wisconsin 
Economic Development 
Corp.

For their initial entries, 
contestants will submit a 
250-word idea abstract on-

line at govsbizplancontest.
com. That’s where contes-
tants will also find busi-
ness plan templates and 
other information, such 
as the Entrepreneurs’ 
Toolkit. The toolkit pro-
vides business startup in-
formation and assistance, 
networking contacts, and 
technical resources.

Contestants who ad-
vance to subsequent con-
test rounds will expand 
their plan in stages. More 
than 80 judges drawn 
from the finance, sales, 
marketing, research, and 

technology sectors across 
Wisconsin will score the 
entries and provide feed-
back on submissions.

To get started, contes-
tants must create a simple 
account at govsbizplan-
contest.com. All entries 
are submitted through the 
website. Contestants use 
their account to gain ac-
cess to mentors through-
out the process, as well as 
to review the judges’ com-
ments and feedback.

Since its inception 
in 2004, nearly 4,450 en-
tries have been received 
and about $2.5 million in 
cash and services (such 
as legal, accounting, of-
fice space, and market-
ing) have been awarded. 
Contest categories are 
Advanced Manufacturing, 
Business Services, 
Information Technology, 
and Life Sciences.

Wisconsin residents 18 
years old and older are 
eligible, as are teams from 
Wisconsin-based busi-
nesses, schools, and more. 
Businesses or teams from 
outside the state are also 
eligible to compete if  
they demonstrate intent 
to base or expand their 

business in Wisconsin. 
Entrepreneurs may also 
enter multiple ideas, 
though each idea must be 
separate and distinct.

Companies or individu-
als that have not received 
angel or venture capital in 
the current form are eligi-
ble to enter. The 2023 com-
petition will take place in 
stages, including a pitch 
deck for phase 3.

In Phase 1, which is 
open until 11:59 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 31, 2023, the 
contest will accept idea 
abstracts on the website. 
Entries should be rough-
ly 250 words and will be 
graded by the pool of  BPC 
judges. The top 50 idea 
abstracts will advance to 
Phase 2.

In Phase 2, which runs 
from Feb. 20 to 5:00 p.m. 
March 13, 2023, the top 50 
idea abstracts will submit 
an executive summary. 
The top 20 executive sum-
maries will advance to 
Phase 3. A mentored “boot 
camp” for contestants will 
be held during this phase.

In Phase 3, which runs 
from April 3 to 5:00 p.m. 
April 24, 2023, the top 20 
executive summaries will 

prepare “pitch decks” 
with voiceover audio up 
to 15 minutes long. Judges 
will review the videos and 
pick three finalists from 
each of  the four catego-
ries to advance to the final 
live presentation round. 
Mentored practice ses-
sions will be offered to the 
top 12 in late May.

The top 12, or “Diligent 
Dozen,” will square off 
with live presentations 
during the Wisconsin 
E n t r e p r e n e u r s ’ 
Conference in June 2023.

The 2022 grand prize 
winner was Rapid 
Radicals, a Milwaukee-
based company, a system 
to help stop untreated sew-
age from being dumped 
into waterways during 
floods. Category winners 
in 2022 were Stellar Tech 
Girls (Business Services), 
HeyGov (Information 
Technology), Cold Water 
Technologies (Life 
Sciences), and Rapid 
Radicals (Advanced 
Manufacturing).

To enter, become a 
judge, or learn about 
sponsorship opportuni-
ties, visit govsbizplancon-
test.com.

or who wants to become 
a member of  a commu-
nity coalition should 
contact Danielle Bender, 
Community Health 
Planner, Lincoln County 
Health Department at 

715.536.0307 or Danielle.
Bender@co.lincoln.wi.us.

For more information 
about Lincoln County 
Health Department’s 
programs and services, 
visit lincolncounty-
healthdepartment.com or 
find them on Facebook. 
Lincoln County Health 
Department is always 

striving for a safer and 
healthier Lincoln County.

Live Well Lincoln’s mis-
sion is to promote part-
nerships within the com-
munity to improve health 
through advocacy, preven-
tion, and implementation 
of  best practices. 

HEALTHY 
 from page 2

www.facebook.com/
Merrill Foto News


