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• Bird Seed • Live Stock Feeds
• Pet Food • Beer & Wine Making Supplies

We Have it all!
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www.koblitzlawfirm.com
Email: dan@koblitzlawfirm.com

301-960-5857 21680

Complete Your Estate Plan From
The Comfort Of Your Home!
Serving Merrill and Central Wisconsin

Integrity • Compassion • Commitment

• Cost-Effective and Comprehensive Estate
Planning solutions including Wills, Trusts
(Revocable and Irrevocable) and Powers
of Attorney

• Probate Avoidance
• Consultation by phone
• Receive documents in mail (or email) with
detailed document signing instructions

• Video conferencing available
• Probate Administration

Dan C.
Koblitz

Attorney &
Counselor
at Law

Hours: M - Thur • 3pm - 7pm & by appt.

Call, email or sign-up on the website
for your free consultation and quote

Merill Native
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“The remote process works very smoothly..”
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Structural damage 
limited to one 

unoccupied 
apartment unit

TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

A Christmas Eve Day fi re result-
ed in the death of  two pet cats at an 
apartment building on Memorial 
Dr. in the City of  Merrill, but no hu-
man injuries were reported.

The Merrill Fire Department 
(MFD) responded to a report of  a 
structure fi re at 705 N. Memorial Dr. 
at 6:45 a.m. on Friday, Dec. 24, 2021. 
Merrill FD Engine-61, 63-Truck, and 
Med-62 arrived to fi nd heavy smoke 
coming out of  the windows of  the 
four-unit apartment building. 

“Firefi ghters forced entry into the 
apartment, extinguished the fi re, 
and searched remaining apartment 
units for possible occupants,” said 
MFD Chief  Josh Klug. “Only two 
apartments were occupied at the 
time of  the fi re, and those occupants 
evacuated without injury.”

The fi re originated in the kitchen 
of  one of  the unoccupied apart-
ments and, according to MFD, the 
cause of  the fi re was “unintentional 
and undetermined at this time.”

“All occupants had an alterna-
tive place to stay for the night if  
needed,” Klug said. “With damage 
primarily limited to the apartment 
unit with the fi re, it’s optimistic that 
the other residents will be able to re-
occupy their apartments soon.”  

In addition to MFD, the Corning 
Fire Department, Pine River 
Fire Department, Merrill Police 
Department, Lincoln County 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, Merrill Street 

Department, Tomahawk EMS, 
Wisconsin Public Service, and off -
duty Merrill fi refi ghters responded 
and assisted with the incident.

“This is our department’s fourth 
structure fi re since Thanksgiving, 
which means we now have four 
red bulbs for our Keep the Wreath 
Green fi re prevention campaign,” 
Klug said.

This was the fi fth fi re in the 
Merrill area, counting last week’s 
fi re on Hwy. 64 east of  Merrill in 
the Town of  Pine River which re-
sulted in a  death, but was outside 
the MFD’s jurisdiction, so it is not 
counted for purposes of  this wreath.

TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

Merrill’s City Clerk, Bill 
Heideman, submitted his letter of  
resignation on Monday, Dec. 20, 
2021. His last day of  work at City 
Hall will be Monday, Jan. 3, 2022, 
and his resignation becomes eff ec-
tive when he “clocks out” for the 
last time at 4:30 p.m. that day.

The upcoming Spring Election 
will be held on Apr. 5, 2022, and 
Heideman had been undecided 
about running for offi  ce again. He 
decided he will not, but that also 
begs the question:  Why resign now 
instead of  just waiting until his 
term of  offi  ce expires the end of  
April 2022? 

Heideman was elected to the of-
fi ce of  Merrill’s City Clerk more 
than 23 years ago, in April 1998. 
He remembers having a party with 
family, friends, and supporters to 
celebrate that night. “After the 
election returns were in, and it was 
apparent that I had won, my sister 
Barb asked me at the party if  she 
could speak to me privately for just 
a minute,” he recalled. “She then 
told me two things that remain with 
me to this day:  1) ‘Don’t ever forget 
all the people you now represent.’ 
And 2) ‘Don’t ever forget how much 
you love Merrill.’” 

“I can’t honestly say I remember 
her advice every day, but I can hon-
estly say that they were a guiding 
infl uence,” Heideman said. Barb 
passed away less than two years af-

ter that night and that conversation, 
he said, “But her passing did not 
erase her advice from my memory.”

A diffi cult decision
“Heideman has served as the 

elected City Clerk since May 1, 1998. 
He is both honored and humbled to 
be the only full-time elected offi  cial 
in the City of  Merrill,” the City of  
Merrill’s web page reads. 

Heideman said he ran for of-
fi ce nearly 24 years ago because he 
loves Merrill and the City’s people. 
It’s the place he calls home. And he 
still loves Merrill – the place and the 
people.

But the changes he has seen in 
City government, and the way the 

City’s government is run today, are 
no longer something he is proud of. 
“In fact, I am ashamed,” Heidman 
said. 

“My decision to resign was not 
made in haste, nor was it an easy 
decision,” he said. “However, after 
deep thought and prayerful consid-
eration, I came to the conclusion it 
was the right thing to do. It was also 
the right time.” 

“When I took offi  ce in 1998, there 
seemed to be a spirt of  cooperation 
in City government,” Heideman 
said. “Yes, there were disagree-
ments. It was not all rainbows and 
lollipops. But, in my opinion, it cer-
tainly was a diff erent atmosphere 
than exists today. Back then people 
might and did disagree, but by and 
large [they] did it in a civil manner.” 
The lack of  civility in City Council 
meetings and by some City offi  -
cials, both elected and appointed, 
has been duly noted with increased 
frequency in recent months. And it 
is not just City employees who are 
noticing; residents are comment-
ing, writing letters, and lodging 
complaints.

“We should be addressing and 
making decisions on current issues 
as well as planning for the future,” 
Heideman said. “Instead, valuable 
time continues to be spent address-
ing problems. I’ll be blunt about 
this. In many cases, the problems 
were of  our own making. The peo-
ple of  our fi ne City deserve better. 

Merrill City Clerk 
resigns eff ective 

Jan. 3, 2022, at 4:31 p.m.
Heideman cites his love for Merrill, reduced spirit of cooperation 

in City government, and lack of civility in disagreements

Two cats die in Merrill apartment fi re

Merrill’s current City Clerk, Bill Heideman, 
will resign from offi ce effective Jan. 3, 
2022.

See CLERK page 2

Some nativity scenes weren’t complete until Christmas Eve 
or Christmas Day, when the baby Jesus was added to the 
display, in recognition and remembrance of the birth of Jesus 
Christ, the reason for the Christian Christmas season. That 
was the case for this nativity scene at a home on Center Ave. 
in Merrill. Tina L. Scott photo.

Multiple fi re departments and emergency personnel responded to an early morning fi re 
at an apartment complex on Memorial Dr. on Dec. 24. 
 Photo courtesy of Merrill Fire Department.

NicoletCoffee.com
You’ll Love Our Fresh
as the Northwoods Tastes

Roasted and 
Shipped the
Same Day!



You could be the one that makes a difference
in a youth’s life!

If you enjoy offering:
• One-to–One Guidance and Companionship to Youth in a
Supervised Setting

• Making a difference in Your community
• Building mutually beneficial friendships
If you are age 55 or older, meet income criteria, and able to
maintain 15 to 28 hours of service per week.

Then YOU are exactly what we are looking for!

For your generous donation of time and talents.
We provide, Free Lunches, TAX FREE MONEY,
and additional incentives.

If Interested Call Jim at 715-539-1645
or email at: James.Larkin@wisconsin.gov
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NOTICE
CITY OF MERRILL

CHRISTMAS TREE PICKUP
January 3-7, 2022

During this week place your Christmas tree
curbside on your garbage collection day.

Remove all ornaments, lights,
stands and plastic bags from your
tree before placing it curbside.

Do not place trees curbside prior to 4pm the day
preceding your Christmas tree pickup day.

Trees that are buried in snow or frozen down will
not be collected.

Dustin Bonack, Street Superintendent

California Citrus
oranges
$695

6 lb.
$20 1/2 bu.

Grapefruit

99¢
each

$20 1/2 bu.

amish Harvest
industrial Hemp oil
200 mg. $2395

2 fl. oz.

250 mg. $2595
1 fl. oz.

1500 mg. $5895
2 fl. oz.

Broad spectrum &
organically Grown

PRAIRIEPRAIRIE
PINES PINES
PRAIRIEPRAIRIEPRAIRIE
 PINESPINESPINES

715-873-4840

All prices subject to change. While supplies last.Located in Gleason.Located in Gleason.

99
68

6

Stop in and enjoy our friendly, agreeable Service!

deli speCials!
Cojack Cheese
$349

lb.

smoked
turkey Breast
$549

lb.
new lower price
on Bacon at
$629

lb.

Weaver’s dutch
Country seasonings

Barnyard Grilling dust 8 oz.
Chicken dust 7.5 oz.
farm dust 5.25 oz.
taco/Burrito seasoning 7 oz.
smoke House Meat rub 9.5 oz.

all $499
each

Winter Hours: Wed. & sat. 8aM-5pM. Mon., tues., tHurs., & fri. 8aM - 5:30pM

We Will Be Closing at 4pm on neW Year’s eve
and Closed on neW Year’s daY

In-store only, we reserve the right to limit quantities.

STORE HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 am - 6:30 pm Sat. 8:30 am - 4 pm Closed Sunday
2 miles South of Curtiss on Hwy. E 715-223-4797

We accept: SNAP/EBT Cards

Closing at 1:00 PM
new Years eve

Closed on
new Years daY

113028

Salted Butter
1/2 Sticks
16 oz. ............................only $189

Cashew Splits
Roasted & Salted
..............................only $299 a lb.

Almond Joy
Mini Candy Bars
.............................. only $169 a lb.

Beef Jerky
Teriyaki
10 lbs. .................... only $590 a lb.

Black Forest Ham
Sliced - Frozen
32 oz. ......................only $139 a lb.

Turkey Breast
Sliced - Frozen
8 oz. ...................... only 89¢ a pack

Seasoned Chicken
Breast Filets - Frozen
6 lbs. ....................... only $169 a lb.

Whole Roasted
Almonds
32 oz. ......................only $399 each

Shelled English Walnuts
16 oz. ............................ only $349

Seasoned
Pretzel Twists
22 oz. .............................only $189

Premium Cookies
In a Tin
4 oz. ............................... only 39¢

Crunchy
Peanut Butter
16 oz. ............................. only 79¢

Pumpkin Solids
15 oz. ............................. only 39¢

Chicken Broth
14 oz. ............................. only 29¢

Cream Cheese
35 oz. ............................. only 99¢

Mozzarella
String Cheese
10.5 lbs. .................only $689 a case

Raisins
15 oz. .............................only $139

Sweet Baby Rays
Honey BBQ Sauce
18 oz. .............................only $119

Sweet Tea
Mix
18 oz. ............................. only 99¢

Natural
Peanut Butter
35 lb. pail ..............only $3450 a pail

Sage
Stuffing Mix
6 oz. ............................... only 39¢

Doritos
Maybe Hot - Maybe Not
9 oz. ............................... only 99¢

Orange Pineapple
Smoothies
128 oz. ...................only $299 a case

Columbian
Ground Coffee
Medium
24.5 oz. ...........................only $399

Organic Brown
Basmati Rice
32 oz. ............................. only 69¢

16 Bean Mix Dry
20 oz. ............................. only 49¢

Organic Garbanzo
Beans - Dry
16 oz. ............................. only 49¢

Small Red Beans Dry
16 oz. ............................. only 49¢

Pinto Beans
Dry
16 oz. ............................. only 49¢

Creamy Wild
Rice Dry Soup Mix
6.5 oz. ............................ only 49¢

Miracle Whip
1 Gallon ...........................only $589
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I have decided I no longer 
want to be associated with 
this type of  activity. In 
fact, I am ashamed.” 

“Christmas time is an 
annual reminder that we 
all fail at times,” he add-
ed. Heideman tries to be 
a humble man. He tries to 
be a faithful Christian and 
a faithful public servant. 
Now, he has made a diffi-
cult decision, and he is at 
peace with it.

To the citizens of 
Merrill 

“It has been an honor 
to serve as City Clerk for 
the last 23 plus years,” 
Heideman said. He wants 
Merrill citizens to know 
that. “In 1998, you showed 
faith in me by electing 
me and then reelected 
me five times. Hopefully, 
I have not betrayed that 
trust. No doubt, I have 
made mistakes along the 
way, but I can say that I 
have always tried to do 
not only my best, but 
what was best for the peo-
ple of  Merrill. It is a won-
derful place to live, and I 
am proud to be a part of  
that.”

“I am not sure who my 
successor will be, but I 
have no doubt they will 
perform high-quality 
work,” he added. “Happy 
2022 to all! God bless you 
and the City of  Merrill. 
See you around!”  

Resigning,  
not retiring

Heideman is quick to 
point out he is not retir-
ing. He is resigning from 
his current role as an 
elected official, from the 
role of  City Clerk for the 
City of  Merrill. And now 
he’s looking forward to 
new opportunities. “The 
passion to contribute still 
burns,” he said, “And 
there is still gas in the 
tank.” 

“I want and plan to keep 
working, either in a part-
time or a full-time role,” 
Heideman said.

His past experience 
encompasses a wide vari-
ety of  skills and skillsets, 
from computer program-
ing, accounting, and data 
processing, as well as soft 
skills including inter-
personal and leadership 
skills, and many other 
attributes he has devel-
oped in both prior posi-
tions and the City Clerk 
position.

“I was a computer 
programmer from 1984 
to 1990, and then did ac-
counting work from 1990 
until my election to City 
Clerk in 1998,” Heideman 
said. “The City Clerk po-
sition certainly requires 

both of  those skills, so I 
can safely say I have been 
engaged in accounting 
and computers for the last 
37 years. I enjoy both of  
those things and will be 
seeking to continue using 
my experience as well as 
learning new things.” 

“Since graduating from 
NTC with a degree in Data 
Processing in 1983, I have 
continued to take online 
classes as time permits,” 
he said. “Not surpris-
ingly, they are account-
ing and computer-related 
courses.”

“I still enjoy learning 
new things,” he added. 
“In fact, the more I learn, 
the more I realize I don’t 
know anything!”

There are so many new 
things to discover in our 
fast-changing world, he 
said. And he thinks he 
still has something to of-
fer. “Not old, but experi-
enced,” were the words he 
used. The City of  Merrill 
has certainly benefited 
from that experience for 
the last 23+ years, and no 
doubt a new employer and 
new opportunities away 
Mr. Heideman. 

CLERK  
from page 1

Suspect in custody, charged with hit-and-
run death of 27-year-old Athens man

TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

On Wednesday, Dec. 22, 2021, the 
Taylor County Sheriff’s Office (TCSO) 
announced they had arrested 28-year-
old Paul J. Schmeiser of  Curtiss, Wis., 
and charged him with Hit and Run, duty 
upon striking a person, in relation to the 
death of  Titus Kottke. A press release 
from the TCSO confirmed Schmeiser 
was taken into custody Wednesday and 
scheduled to be in court that same day 
for a bond hearing. He is being coopera-
tive with law enforcement the release 
said.

Titus Kottke, age 27, of  Athens was 
killed in the early morning hours of  
Sunday, Oct. 31, 2021. The Taylor County 
Sheriff’s Office had received a report of  
a person laying in a pool of  blood near 
the intersection of  Elm Ave. and Hamm Dr. in the 
Township of  Holway in Taylor County. The call came 
in at 6:08 a.m., and the man was pronounced dead at the 

scene as a result of  multiple injuries, 
despite medical first responders’ efforts 
to perform CPR on the victim. An inves-
tigation led to the identification of  the 
deceased victim as Kottke, and an autop-
sy determined Kottke’s injuries “were 
consistent with being struck by a motor 
vehicle,” according to the release, and 
confirmed the TCSO’s initial suspected 
cause of  death.  

“As the investigation continued, 
Detectives were able to accurately ac-
count for Kottke’s whereabouts through-
out the evening leading up to his death,” 
the press release stated. He was last 
scene alive, walking along the road about 
a mile from where his body was found, at 
approximately 3:30 a.m. on Oct. 31.

“As part of  an exhaustive investiga-
tion, a suspect was developed, and several search war-
rants were executed,” the release said.

That investigation resulted in the arrest of  Schmeiser. 

Paul J. Schmeiser, age 28, of 
Curtiss. 
 Photo courtesy of the  

Taylor County Sheriff’s Office.

Chimney Fire in Town of Scott extinguished
Quick action prevents  

further damage
TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

On the evening of  Monday, Dec. 20, 2021, at 6:33 p.m. 
the Merrill Fire Department responded to a report of  a 
chimney fire at W4793 Pine Ave. in the Town of  Scott. 
Engine-61, Tender-65, and Medic-62 arrived on scene. 

“Firefighters extinguished the fire in the chimney 
using fire extinguishers and chimney bombs and then 
used a chain to clean the chimney,” Merrill Fire Chief  
Josh Klug said in a press release on Tuesday morning. 
“Fire crews made sure the fire did not spread outside 
of  the chimney and used a ventilation fan to clear the 
house of  smoke.”

The chimney fire was in a two-story farmhouse, so roof  
access was difficult,” he added. A quick response on the 
part of  the caller who reported the fire and the Merrill 
Fire Department resulted in the best possible outcome. 
“No injuries and no damage to the home,” Klug said. 

The Merrill Fire Department received assistance 
from Tomahawk EMS and Lincoln County Sheriff’s 
Office, as well, he added. 

“This is the third structure fire since Thanksgiving 
in our fire jurisdiction, which means there are now 

three red bulbs on our Keep the Wreath Green fire 
prevention wreath,” Klug said. “We urge the public to 
practice fire safety throughout the rest of  the holiday 
season.”

“This is the third structure fire since Thanksgiving in our fire 
jurisdiction, which means there are now three red bulbs on 
our Keep the Wreath Green fire prevention wreath,” Merrill Fire 
Department Chief Josh Klug said on Dec. 21, 2021. “We urge 
the public to practice fire safety throughout the rest of the holiday 
season.” Since Klug’s comments on Dec. 21, a fourth structure 
fire occurred in the area, and there are now four red bulbs on the 
wreath. Photo courtesy of Merrill Fire Department.

Buying or selling - the Classifieds can 
work for you. Call 715-536-7121



536-2481 • www.riversideathletic.com

Join now
December &

January for $1

John Piotrowski

“January 19th, 1968
Life Magazine article
motivated me to start

working out (article about
the interior arteries of
the heart). Ever since
then, I wake up early,

keep a rigid schedule at
Riverside maintaining

my big pipes.” Established in 1981
Some Restrictions
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Monday-Friday 7:30am Until 4:00pm • Phone 715-536-7313
www.merrillparkandrec.com

SMITH
CENTER
1100 Marc Drive, Merrill,

Wisconsin 54452

2022 Park Reservations begin on
Monday,

January 3rd, 2022 • At 7:30 a.m.
Reservations can be made in person

at the Smith Center, or online at
www.merrillparkandrec.com

Closed
New Year’s Eve

& New Year’s Day
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MHS ClaSS of 1992
We Want You!

Find us on Facebook at
Merrill High School Class of 1992

or pass along the invite!

To join us at a 30 year class gathering
Sawmill Brewery, Merrill, WI

Saturday, August 6, 2022 3pm-?
Food truck 4-7pm on your own $$

Music 6-9 pM • Donations Accepted
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House fi re in Town of Skanawan; 
seven people escape uninjured

TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

A house fi re on Stevenson Rd., 
West of  Grundy Rd., in the Town of  
Skanawan was reported on Dec. 22, 
2021. The call came in to Dispatch 
at approximately 12:37 a.m. and 
Tomahawk Fire Department, 
Tomahawk EMS, and the Lincoln 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce immediately 
responded.

“Upon arrival, the rear of  the 
house was fully engulfed in fl ames,” 
a press release from the Lincoln 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce said. “It was 
discovered that the seven occupants 
of  the house were able to safely 
evacuate the residence. All occu-
pants reported no injuries.”

Based on the on-scene investiga-
tion, “it was reported that the fi re 
started in the attic. One of  the oc-
cupants woke up to the noise of  

crackling and the smell of  smoke. 
The occupant woke the other six 
occupants and evacuated the house 
and called 911.”

The Town of  Russell Fire 
Department, Town of  Nokomis 
Fire Department, Wisconsin Public 
Service, and the American Red 
Cross also responded to assist with 
this incident.

Kindhearted Home Care offers a solution 
to New Year’s weight-loss resolutions

TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

It’s that time of  year again. The 
New Year is right around the cor-
ner. And many people are making 
New Year’s resolutions to change 
their lives for the better.

Year after year, one of  the most 
popular New Year’s resolutions 
is to lose weight and get in shape. 
Unfortunately, statistics show 40 
percent of  those people will give up 
on their New Year’s resolutions in 
less than a month. 

Four years ago, Kindhearted 
Home Care in Merrill, introduced 
a 12-week community weight loss 
challenge called “The Solution to 
Your Resolution,” and they are facil-
itating the program again for 2022. 
Their goal:  To help Merrill get 2022 
off  to a positive start.

The 2022 weight loss challenge 
will run from Jan. 3 through Mar. 
25, 2022, and is organized in teams of  
four to six people that will compete 
to lose the most weight. Organized 
teams can sign up together, and in-
dividuals who want to participate 
but don’t already have a team can 
sign up to be placed on a team, or-
ganizers said. 

The sign-up deadline is Jan. 3 to 
get in on the challenge. 

Teams are encouraged to come 
up with clever names. There will be 
a prize for the best team name, in 

addition to prizes for winners who 
lose the most weight, at the end of  
the program. Winners will be de-
termined based on a percentage of  
team weight loss, organizers said.

How does it work?
Teams will weigh in weekly and 

report their totals to Kindhearted 
Home Care, with the fi rst and last 
weigh-ins being held at Kindhearted. 
The weekly results will be posted 
by team name on the Kindhearted 
Home Care Facebook page.

The competition will also feature 
specifi c weekly challenges over the 
12-week period.

Kindhearted Home Care off ers 
participants a fun, supportive en-
vironment to make positive life-
style changes, and by running “The 
Solution to Your Resolution” for 12 
full weeks, they increase the chanc-
es that participants will incorporate 
permanent changes that will give 
them lasting results.

To sign up individually or as a 
team, email info@kindhearted-
homecare or stop in at Kindhearted 
Home Care, 120 S. Mill St., Merrill.

The cost to participate is $50.00 
per team with 100% payout over 
multiple prize categories.

The gym at Kindhearted Home Care provides opportunities for clients to work out.
 Submitted photo.

Merrill Chamber Holds 
Annual Recognition Banquet

CLYDE R. NELSON
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, MERRILL 
AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

On Thursday, Oct. 14, 2021, the Merrill 
Area Chamber of  Commerce held its 
Annual Celebration and Awards Banquet 
to honor those businesses that were vot-
ed on by its 200 plus members for their 
contributions to the Merrill Area. This 
year’s event was held at Northwoods 
Veterans post with over 150 members, 
employees, and guests in attendance. 
Those in attendance were entertained by 
the Chamber’s very own Ken Neff , serv-
ing as emcee.

At this year’s banquet, the Merrill 
Area Chamber of  Commerce honored 
winners from 2020 and 2021. The various 
categories of  awards are based upon the 
number of  employees, and the categories 
range from Large Businesses, those with 
greater than 76 employees, to the Non-
Profi t members of  the Chamber.

2020 awards
The following are the 2020 Business of  

the Year award recipients:
Large Business of  the Year winner was 

Merrill Area Public Schools. The list of  
nominees also included:  Church Mutual 
Insurance, Northcentral Technical 
College, City of  Merrill, Bell Tower 
Residence, and Agra Industries.

Mid-sized Business of  the Year win-
ner was Kwik Trip East Main Street 
location. The list of  other nominees in-
cluded:  Reindl Printing, Brickner’s Park 
City, Park City Credit Union, Mitchell 
Metal Products, Fabiano Brothers, 
and Ascension [now Aspirus] Good 
Samaritan Hospital.

Small Business of  the Year winner was 
Les & Jim’s Lincoln Lanes. The list of  
other nominees included:  Los Mezcales, 
Lange Auction Realty, and Sawmill 
Brewing Company.

Hometown Business of  the Year Award 
was given to two members in 2020. The 
winners were Ana Blair’s Boutique and 
Hugo’s Pizza. The list of  other nomi-
nees included:  Courtside Furniture, 
First Street Coff ee Station, The Dugout, 
Westside Market, Auto Jockeys, Oak Park 
Dental, NAPA Auto Parts of  Merrill, and 
Chips Hamburgers.

Not-for-profi t Business of  the Year 
winner was Veterans of  Foreign Wars 
& Auxiliary. The list of  other nomi-
nees included:  HAVEN, Inc., Merrill 
Area United Way, Merrill Rotary 
Club, O’Tannenbaum Tour, Holy 
Cross Sisters USA Province, Merrill 
Lions Club, Gleason Community Club, 
Parkside Preschool, and River District 
Development Foundation of  Merrill.

See AWARDS page 11
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Is abelle M. ‘Issie’ Hoff, age
91, of Mer rill, passed away on
Thurs day, De cem ber 16, 2021,
at As pirus Wausau Hos pi tal.
 Issie was born Au gust 17,
1930 in Marathon County to
Louis and Viola (Graveen)
Lang hoff. She at tended Im ‐
manuel Lutheran Church and
School in the Town of Corn ing
through the eighth grade. She
worked at Fromm’s Mink
Farms as a young lass. She was
a wait ress at Hinz’s Cork &
Dyne in their early morn ing
cof fee shop and en joyed her

work as a cook for St. John Lutheran School in Mer rill. She
also joined the fish fry crowd at Harold and Marge’s Amer i ‐
can Le gion work ing as a wait ress and in food prep. After her
chil dren were grown, she joined the crew at Mer rill Wire
Prod ucts as a welder on the sec ond shift until her re tire ment.
 In 1947, she met the love of her life, Robert Hoff at a wed ‐
ding dance at Hack barth’s Hall. They mar ried on Oc to ber 1,
1949, at Im manuel Lutheran Church in Mer rill, Wis con sin.
They lived to gether al most in sep a ra ble for over 70 years.
They lived on the farm and to gether raised five chil dren, re ‐
sid ing there for over 40 years. To gether they en joyed danc ‐
ing, roller skat ing, coun try music fes ti vals, Mol lie B polka
par ties and camp ing in their RV. Prior to re tire ment, they
sold their prop erty and homes in the Town of Scott and
moved to the city of Mer rill where she con tin ued to live in ‐
de pen dently.
 Issie was an avid Brewer and Pack ers fan and rarely missed
a game on TV. Very lucky, she was a fan of the scratch off
lot tery tick ets. She en joyed play ing cards es pe cially Sheep ‐
head, Skat and Rook. Scrab ble and Rummy Royal were also
fa vorites. Usu ally one could find a jig saw puz zle in process
on a table some where in her home. She was an ex cel lent
cook and fa vorites of many were here Ger man potato salad,
por cu pine meat balls, jalapeno bread and cran berry cake with
hot but ter sauce. She was a great be liever in the home o pathic
world of herbs and min er als. It was a daily rou tine to get in
all her fa vorites and she was quick to offer her opin ion on
what might be an ex cel lent choice for any sug gested mal ady.
Be fore her vi sion faded, she en joy ing knit ting and cro chet ing
as well.
 Issie was a guid ing light. She set the ex am ple of what a
good wife, mother, and friend should be. She al ways did her
best to be pa tient with all of her chil dren, and there were
five, so that was no easy feat. She set a shin ing ex am ple of
the kind of un con di tional love re quired to see a mar riage
through good times and bad. She was al ways will ing to pitch
in and do what ever was needed whether you were fam ily,
neigh bor or friend. As we all know, Issie had a deep faith
and love of the Lord. Such a rich her itage she passed on to
her chil dren and grand chil dren along with an ex cel lent work
ethic, know ing what was right and wrong, and stick ing to ‐
gether as fam ily.
 Issie is sur vived by her chil dren, Sharon (Ran dal) Jaeger of
Mer rill, Pamela (Don ald) Wiegel of Oconomowoc, WI,
Steven (Sandy) Hoff of Mer rill, Renae (Paul) Wiesne ski of
Mer rill, and Michael (Suzy) Hoff of Mer rill; grand chil dren
Jen nifer (Brad) Bor chardt, Theresa (Derek) Micke, Sharisa
(Joe) Wetherell, Aaron (David Chavez) Wiegel, Breigh
(Shawn) Voigt, Nathan (Jess) Hoff, Chelsey (Dar rin) Schleif,
Michael (Spring) Wiesne ski, Nick (Ste fanie) Wiesne ski,
Molly Hoff-Davis, Danno (Amber) Hoff, Derek (Kim) Hoff,
Drew Hoff, and De sirae Hoff; great-grand chil dren, Jen nisa,
Madi son, Hud son, Han nah, Hol land, James, Aida, Lewis,
Ivan, Ash ley, Is abella, Nolan, Lin coln, Mayvree, McCoy,
Anna, Amaris, Emily, Ivy, Ginny, Emma, Avery, Grace, Lily,
Maya, Zoe, Harper, Vi o let, and Kide; step great-grand chil ‐
dren, Zach and Ethan. She is fur ther sur vived by her brother,
Louis Lang hoff Jr.; sis ters, Mar ion Simon, Shirley Bor ‐
chardt, and Clarice (Ervin) Boehm; and a host of nieces and
nephews and other beloved rel a tives and friends.
 She was pre ceded in death by her hus band, Robert Hoff on
April 5, 2020; her fa ther and mother, Louis and Viola Lang ‐
hoff; her fa ther-in-law and mother-in-law, Ernest and Ada
Hoff; two grand sons, Eric Jaeger and David Hoff; sib lings,
Margery (William) Klam mer, Ver nette (Mil ton) Klein ‐
schmidt, Jean (Lawrence) Bubolz, and Flo rence (David)
Lang hoff; sis ter-in-law, Geral dine Lang hoff; and broth ers-in-
law, LaV ern Bor chardt and Richard Simon.
 The fu neral will be at 11:00 A.M. Thurs day, De cem ber 23,
2021, at St. John Lutheran Church, Mer rill. The Rev. David
Szeto will of fi ci ate. Bur ial will be in Snow Hill Ceme tery,
Town of Scott, Lin coln County. Vis i ta tion will be from 4:00
P.M. until 7:00 P.M. Wednes day at the Tay lor-Stine Fu neral
Home, Mer rill, and after 9:30 A.M. Thurs day at the church.
 On line con do lences may be made at www. tay lors tine fune 
ralh ome. com

Lynne Ellen Scott, 79, of Mo ‐
hawk, MI, passed away on
Dec. 19. 2021 after a brief bat ‐
tle caused by a bleed from a
sec ond aneurysm that was in ‐
op er a ble. She was in Mis sis ‐
sippi with her daugh ter while
re cov er ing from a pre vi ous
aneurysm when the sec ond
bleed reared its ugly head.
Lynne was born on Nov.
20,1942 to Sid ney A. More and
Gertrude Scott in Mer rill, Wis.
She had one brother, Dean R.
Baehman and had 4 chil dren.
Al though she wore many hats,

she said her great est ac com plish ment was rais ing her chil ‐
dren, al ways putting them first in every thing she did.
 After re tir ing, she bought her house in the UP Michi gan
where she made her home with many friends and com mu nity
for al most 30 years. She was a strong woman, with a great
sense of humor. Just as strong in her faith she often en gage
in con ver sa tions that would last for hours. When you first
met her, by the time you left, you felt like you had known
her your whole life. Every one called her "Mom". She loved
her an i mals and you would al ways see her throw ing out
seeds for the chip munks, fruit for her deer, and you could
find her house lined with bird feed ers es pe cially for her
hum ming birds. She spent her time re search ing ge neal ogy
and craft ing for any and all oc ca sions often help ing by buy ‐
ing back the things she do nated to local char i ties. She said
once she re al ized they were hers al ready, she al ways liked
them bet ter the sec ond time around.
 Lynne was pre de ceased by both par ents and her only
brother. She is sur vived by her daugh ter Karen (Sandy) of
Ocean Springs, MS, and sons Keith of Biloxi, MS, James
(Amanda) of Chippewa Falls, WIS and David (Shel lie) of
Gulf port, MS and a boat load of grand kids and great-grand ‐
kids. De tails of fu neral arrange ments and a cel e bra tion of her
life are still in the mak ing.

Robert Ed ward Eckardt
 In a hum ble  farm house  in 
Bir nam wood  on  Sat ur day, 
Oc to ber 15th, 1938, Robert
(Bob) Ed ward Eckardt was
born to Car o line (Ecker) and
Anton Eckardt. He was the
third child fol lowed by two
broth ers who passed away at
birth. His child hood was filled
with hunt ing chip munks, dig ‐
ging worms to catch fish and at
one point drank too much
“grape juice” which was ac tu ‐
ally his mother’s med i c i nal
wine. He was born a farm boy

and a farmer he be came. In 1948, he was the hap pi est 9-
year-old boy when his dad bought a lit tle white farm with
279 acres of land and hunt ing woods along the Wis con sin
River in the Town of Maine. On this lit tle farm he learned all
that a farmer had to learn. He milked cows, did field work,
fixed any and all pieces of equip ment and en gines, har vested
all sorts of wildlife, trapped and tanned hides, shot bow,
fished, lum ber jacked and got into mis chief with his best
friend in life, his brother Jack. He walked to Red Gran ite
school up the road and often had the job of fetch ing the
school day’s water from the spring at the farm up the road.
He at tended Wausau High School.
 In No vem ber of 1959 he was in tro duced to the love of his
life, Rose mary Sczygel ski, while at a dance at Schmidt’s
ball room. They were en gaged after at tend ing Rose mary’s
prom on May 14, 1960, and were mar ried on the crisp windy
day, Oc to ber 22, 1960, at St. Fran cis Catholic Church on
Main Street, in Mer rill, Wis con sin. She was his per fect com ‐
ple ment as they be came Farmer and Farmwife mak ing their
liveli hood to gether on his beloved lit tle white farm which
they bought from his par ents. They raised five chil dren to ‐
gether and ex panded the farm by two barn ad di tions, pole
barn, a 70-foot silo, a 40-foot Har vester, a 70-foot Har vester,
an 80-foot-wide cir cle ma nure pit, clear ing one hun dred
acres for farm land and build ing an ad di tion to the farm house
to fit his fam ily. He was a sub sti tute school bus dri ver, cov er ‐
ing the route for his brother Jack, and then he had his own
route for a cou ple years. The farm of fi cially be came Eckardt
Cor po ra tion in 1980. If that was not busy enough, he ran his
own busi ness, Eckardt Im ple ment, from 1985-1989 as the
only Allis Chalmers deal er ship in the area. He took a turn at
pub lic ser vice, as the Town of Maine Chair man from April
1991 – 1993. He earned his scuba cer ti fi ca tion and scuba
dived for the Lin coln County Sher iff’s de part ment. They
sold the dairy cows in 1997 and young stock in 1999 to be ‐
come full-time gin seng farm ers.
 In 2009, he of fi cially re tired from gin seng farm ing at the
age of sev enty and took up col lect ing and restor ing around
forty-seven an tique Allis Chalmers Trac tors and other an ‐
tique farm ing equip ment.
 Bob was known by many names: Bobby, Dad, Big Dad,
Uncle Bob, Buf falo Bob, Mar shall (Dil lon), Buck Elim i na ‐
tor. Bob was a beloved neigh bor and friend and was often
the first to be called when an ex pert trac tor me chanic was re ‐
quired. He and Rose were ac tive mem bers of  the  Rib 
Moun tain Bow man, where they made life-long friend ships.
They also spent their va ca tions as ac tive Gold Wingers, trav ‐
el ing many joy ful miles across the United States and
Canada. Bob spent many re tire ment hours play ing sheep head
with his card bud dies and chat ting with many neigh bors and
friends who would stop by.
 Through all his life, Bob was an op ti mist. If you asked him
how he was, he would un doubt edly say, “Tree-men dous.” He
would greet you heartily on the phone, “Hunt more, Fish ‐
more, Doolit tle In cor po rated, how may I help you?” and give
any of the fol low ing send offs, “KGL705 over and out” or
“Drive safe, look twice and third time”.
 He was called home to glory sur rounded by his wife, chil ‐
dren, old est grand child, and youngest great grand child to be
born July 2022.
 He will be cher ished by his beloved wife, Rose mary. Chil ‐
dren: Janet Schmidt, Allan (Eileen) Eckardt, Karen (Paul)
Cour naya, Gary (Sandi) Eckardt and Jenny (Collin)
Niemeyer. Grand chil dren: Sean Schmidt, Joci lyn (Matt)
Klockziem, Gwen Schmidt (Jax Zebik), Justin, Jared and
Aaron Eckardt, Re becca (Casey) De Hart, Sarah (Shawn)
Hoehn, De veney  and  Sierra  Eckardt,  Kar a lyn  (Matt) 
Hoe necke, Elly (Kaleb) Troyer, Laura (Jake) Thun der,
Robert “Bobby” Niemeyer. Step Grand chil dren Kelly
(Melissa) Goetsch, Adam (Karissa) Goetsch, Peter Goetsch.
Great Grand chil dren: Alexis and Alyvia Klockziem, Kelly
Yonke, Mason and Tan ner De Hart, Henry and Aaron Hoehn,
Jenna Hoe necke, Eli jah Thun der and ex pect ing 2 more in
2022. Step Great Grand chil dren Au drey, Car o line, and Mina
Goetsch
 He fol lowed these fam ily mem bers home to heaven: his
mother and fa ther, brother Jack Eckardt, sis ter Carol
Goetsch, in fant broth ers Michael and Joseph Eckardt, daugh ‐
ter-in-law Lyn nise (Hor nung) Eckardt, grand child Jor dan
Eckardt as well as sev eral broth ers-in-law and sis ters-in-law.
 The fu neral Mass will be cel e brated at 11:00 a.m. on Thurs ‐
day, De cem ber 23, 2021 at St. Anne Catholic Church,
Wausau. Rev. Tom Lind ner will pre side. Vis i ta tion will be on
Thurs day from 9:00 a.m. until time of ser vices at the church.
 Pe ter son/Krae mer Fu neral Home, 1302 Sixth Street,
Wausau is in charge of arrange ments. On line con do lences
may be ex pressed at www. pet erso nkra emer. com

 John A.
Bur gener, age 78,
of Mer rill, passed
away on Sat ur day,
De cem ber 18, 2021,
at his home while under the
care of Com pas sus Hos pice.
He was born on May 26, 1943,
to the late Her man Bur gener, 
Jr.    and    Vi o let    Rose  (Van ‐
der ford) Bur gener in  Mer rill,
WI.
 John grew up on a farm in the
town of Sch ley. He at tended
and grad u ated from Mer rill
High School with the class of

1961. John mar ried Sharon Schmidt on a cold win ter day on
Jan u ary 29, 1966, at St. Stephens Church. They raised 5 chil ‐
dren and were later blessed with 13 grand chil dren. He loved
his fam ily dearly and was so proud of each and every one of
them.
 John and Sharon farmed in the early years of mar riage while
John also hauled pulp and served in the Na tional Guard.
John worked as a mill worker at Wausau Pa pers for over 30
years, until his re tire ment. John served as an Al der man for
the City of Mer rill for 12 years. John and his fam ily are
mem bers of Trin ity Lutheran Church. John was an avid base ‐
ball fan, namely a New York Yan kees fan. Watch ing base ball
was his fa vorite pas time. John was happy to visit the Field of
Dreams and en joyed the Field of Dreams spe cial that he was
able to watch while in the hos pi tal this past sum mer. He en ‐
joyed car rides and going out to eat at their fa vorite restau ‐
rants. John loved play ing cards with his fam ily and friends,
even though he often went by his own rules! John is re mem ‐
bered for his witty sense of humor and his rough ex te rior, but
also his very lov ing and soft in te rior. John will be sadly
missed, but al ways in the hearts of his fam ily and friends.
 John is sur vived by his wife of 55 years: Sharon Bur gener;
daugh ters: Wendy (John) John son, with  their  chil dren: 
Ben jamin and Jacob; Wanda (Kent) Bloomer, with their chil ‐
dren: Derek and Bri anna; Angie (Mike) Stolz, with their
chil dren: Bran don and Eric; and Sheila (Den nis) Polak, with
their chil dren: Adam, Nolan, Grant, and Jack; and son: Joedy
(Michele) Bur gener, with their chil dren:  Austin, Abi, and
Au tumn; sis ters: Betty Lo ef fler, Con nie (LeRoy) Fis cher,
and Mary (Russ) Jicin sky; brother: Rod Bur gener; sis ter-in-
law: Mar i lyn Bur gener; and brother-in-law: Richard Kuehn;
along with nu mer ous nieces, nephews and cousins. He was
pre ceded in death by his in fant son: Jon Jay Bur gener; his
par ents; his in-laws: Ben and Gerda Schmidt; sis ter: Shirley
Kuehn; brother: William Bur gener; and brother-in-laws:
Roger Schmidt and Matt Lo ef fler.
 A Cel e bra tion of Life and pri vate fam ily in urn ment for John
will be held at a later date.
 Waid Fu neral Home & Cre ma tion Ser vice of Mer rill is as ‐
sist ing the fam ily with arrange ments. On line con do lences are
en cour aged and may be made at www. waid fu neral. com.
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Robert “Bob”
Koth, 97, died
peace fully at home
in Mer rill, Wis con ‐
sin, on De cem ber
21, 2021. He was born in a
farm house out side of Tom a ‐
hawk, Wis con sin, on Au gust
26, 1924, the sixth boy in a
fam ily of eleven chil dren. He
was con firmed on June 9,
1940, at St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church, Tom a hawk.
 Bob grad u ated from Tom a ‐
hawk High School in 1942. On
the 4th of July, 1943 he left

home upon being drafted into the U.S. Army, join ing six of
his broth ers, five al ready serv ing over seas, dur ing World War
II. All seven Koth broth ers re turned safely to Tom a hawk at
the con clu sion of the war. A plaque rec og niz ing their ser vice
to our coun try is on dis play at Tom a hawk’s Vet er ans Memo r ‐
ial Park. Bob was hon or ably dis charged in March, 1946 as a
Sergeant 1st Class with the Army En gi neers. His tour of duty
had taken him to New Guinea and the Philip pines. On nu ‐
mer ous oc ca sions he  en coun tered and  saluted  Gen eral
Dou glas MacArthur, a man he greatly ad mired, while per ‐
form ing his du ties in Manila. Bob earned the Bronze Star
and var i ous cam paign and ser vice rib bons.
 Shortly after re turn ing from the war, Bob began work ing at
Wein bren ner Shoe Com pany in Mer rill, WI. He was soon
pro moted to Pro duc tion Man ager. In the spring of 1948, 
Eve lyn Kanitz, a new Wein bren ner em ployee, was as signed
to his de part ment. Bob and Ev were en gaged on Christ mas
Eve, 1949, and mar ried on June 10, 1950. To gether they
raised four chil dren, Steve, Ed, Tom, and Norma Jean.
 Bob was later em ployed at Pied Piper Shoe Com pany in
Wausau in the pro duc tion de part ment, and then Mer rill
Candy Com pany, as an ac coun tant. In 1966 he began a ca ‐
reer with the U.S. Postal Ser vice, start ing as a part-time clerk
and sub se quently serv ing as Su per in ten dent of Postal Op er a ‐
tions, Act ing Post mas ter, and ul ti mately, Fi nance Di rec tor at
the Wausau Post Of fice.
 Being a very ac tive mem ber of his church and com mu nity,
Bob was hon ored to re ceive the City of Mer rill Award for
Com mu nity Ser vice in 1973. He was proud to have been the
Amer i can Red Cross Chap ter Chair man for 20 years dur ing
which time he as sisted many local ser vice men and women in
cri sis, fre quently tak ing mid dle-of-the-night phone calls
from over seas mil i tary bases. In 1995 he re ceived the Amer i ‐
can Red Cross Spe cial Ci ta tion for Ex cep tional Vol un teer
Ser vice, the first such ci ta tion is sued by the Lin coln County
Chap ter. From its in cep tion through 18 years, Bob was the
chief in struc tor in the local Wis con sin Hunter Safety Pro ‐
gram, teach ing firearms safety to over 800 young hunters in
Lin coln County. He served on the Boards of Di rec tors for
Park City Credit Union, the Wis con sin As so ci a tion of Fairs,
and the Lin coln County 4-H Lead ers As so ci a tion. He also
served on the Lin coln County Board of Su per vi sors and the
St. Stephen’s Church Coun cil.
 While Bob and Ev en joyed trav el ing across the United
States, they al ways re turned in time for Bob to main tain his
ex pan sive flower and veg etable gar den. Bob was a true lover
of na ture and would hike miles in the for est. He en joyed
hunt ing, fish ing, mak ing maple syrup and time spent at the
fam ily cabin around the camp fire.
 Bob is sur vived by his wife, Eve lyn, of 71 years and their
four chil dren, Steve (Carol) of Green Bay, Ed (Micki),
Wausau, Tom (Megan O’Day), Mer rill, and Norma Jean
(Pat) Nel son, Menasha, eight grand chil dren, thir teen great-
grand chil dren, three great-great grand chil dren and many
nieces and nephews. He is fur ther sur vived by one brother
and sis ter-in-law, Floyd and Elaine Koth of Tom a hawk, sis ‐
ter-in-law and brother-in-law, Mar ion and Bill Beyer of
Glea son, Wis con sin and brother-in-law Robert Wogs land,
Tom a hawk. Bob was pre ceded in death by  his  par ents, 
Wal ter and Mary “Mayme” (Crass) Koth, eight broth ers:
Wal ter Jr., Harold, Ellsworth,  Her man,  George,  Oscar, 
Her bert, Don ald, and three sis ters: De lores Wogs land,
Dorothy and Mabel (both hav ing died shortly after birth).
 The Tay lor &Stine Fu neral Home is as sist ing with arrange ‐
ments. A pri vate fam ily ser vice will be planned at a fu ture
date.
 The fam ily wishes to thank Kind hearted Home Care and the
home hos pice providers from In terim Health Care for their
out stand ing com pas sion and care. Memo ri als in recog ni tion
of Bob Koth may be sent to: Never For got ten Honor Fligh.
tat 225780 Rib Moun tain Drive #234, Wausau, Wis con sin
54401. In its first year in north cen tral Wis con sin, Never
For got ten Honor Flight pro vided Bob with a trip to the
Wash ing ton D.C. World War II War Memo r ial, which Bob
found deeply touch ing.

“Do not grieve and cry ‘he is no more.’
Rather, cel e brate and live in thank ful ness to our Lord that he
was.”
- He brew Proverb

Pamela (Pam) Sue Lohff
 Pang Cha Chun born April 20,
1943 in Busan South Korea
passed away at her home in
White wa ter, Wis con sin on
Sun day De cem ber 12, 2021.
Re quired by Japan ese im pe r ial
de cree, she was given the name
Yoshika, many who knew her
called her Yoshi. Em i grat ing to
the United States in 1969, she
gained her U.S. Cit i zen ship,
and proudly car ried the pa pers
with her until the day of her
death re flect ing her for ever
name - Pamela Sue Lohff

(PAM)
 Pam resided in Mer rill, Wis con sin for many years where she
worked at the Wein bren ner Shoe Co. as a sam ple clerk until
her re tire ment, also in Necedah, and lastly White wa ter. Pam
en joyed gar den ing and tend ing to her veg eta bles and many
flow ers. She en joyed knit ting & cro chet, mak ing just about
every thing. She was a great cook and her amaz ing Ko rean
recipes were en joyed by many.
 Pam is sur vived by her sons, Rod ney (Tam mie) Lohff of
White wa ter, WI, Chad (Michelle) Lohff of Wausau, WI, her
daugh ter Su sanne (Scott) Boden of Twin Falls, ID, and her
grand chil dren Law ton (Mariah) Lohff, Lau ren Lohff, Kami
(Jake) Sluder, Chase Boden, Mor gan Boden, and spe cial
friend Larry Hicks of White wa ter. She was pre ceded in death
by her grand son Justin Mal lory.
 Fu neral Ser vices are pro vided by Ni tardy Fu neral Home of
White wa ter, WI. A pri vate memo r ial will be held. In lieu of
flow ers the fam ily re quests do na tions to the Amer i can Red
Cross. On line con do lences can be made at www. nit ardy fune 
ralh ome. com

John L. Brieden,
age 89, of Mer rill,
passed away Mon ‐
day, De cem ber 20,
2021, at As pirus
Tom a hawk Hos pi tal.
 John was born Au gust 14,
1932, in High land Park, Illi ‐
nois, son of the late John Frank
and Anna (Danaubauer)
Brieden. John served in the
United States Air Force. He en ‐
listed on Jan u ary 23, 1952and
was hon or ably dis charged on
Jan u ary 22, 1956. He mar ried
Bar bara ‘Ir m gard’ Karl on
April 27, 1957, at St. James
Church in High wood, Illi nois.

She sur vives.
 John worked as an elec tri cian with IBEW Local 150 in Illi ‐
nois. His work as an elec tri cian was so good that the con trac ‐
tors sought him out and all the ap pren tices wanted to work
along side him. In Local 150, he was known at ‘The Leg end.’
He re tired at age 57 to enjoy life.
 John en joyed shoot ing guns at the Lin coln County Sports
Club gun range. He also en joyed pheas ant hunt ing with his
bird dogs. John was an out doors man; he taught his daugh ter,
Au drey, how to re load bul lets, how to work with the bird
dogs, and about firearm safety and re spon si bil ity. He also
taught Au drey com mon sense pol i tics. He was a great dad to
all his daugh ters; Au drey al ways said “I love you daddy,”
and he replied “I love you too baby.”
 John will be re mem bered as a man who had a ter rific sense
of humor. He was adored by every one, es pe cially his grand ‐
sons, and he loved his son-in-law, Jon. John loved to share
sto ries with every one. He knew what was im por tant in life.
 John was a mem ber of St. James Church in High wood, Illi ‐
nois and be came a mem ber of St. Fran cis Xavier Catholic
Church when he and Bar bara moved to Mer rill more than 40
years ago.
 Sur vivors in clude his wife of 64 years, Bar bara Brieden of
Mer rill; two daugh ters, Au drey (Jon) Sin nett of Muk won ago
and Sharon Brieden of Mer rill; three grand chil dren, Chad
(Kai ley) Sin nett and their daugh ters Maysie and Laynie,
Mike (Megan) Sin nett and their son Ian, and Clay Sin nett
(Jen nifer Leonard) and her daugh ters Hol ley, Riley, Lucy,
and Chloe. John was pre ceded in death by his par ents, John
and Anna Brieden; and a daugh ter, Bar bie Brieden.
 A pri vate memo r ial ser vice will be held at a later date. Tay ‐
lor-Stine Fu neral Home & Cre ma tion Ser vices, Mer rill, is as ‐
sist ing the fam ily.
 On line con do lences may be made at www. tay lors tine fune 
ralh ome. com

Allen “Al” Robert Robl, age
62 of Med ford, Wis con sin
passed away on Sun day, De ‐
cem ber 5, 2021 at Unity Point
Health Meriter ICU in Madi ‐
son, Wis con sin. He was born
on June 6, 1959 to the late
Harold (Guy) and Shirley
(Wery van Stry donk) Robl of
Glea son, Town of Sch ley.
 He at tended the Mer rill
schools and worked at Ab by ‐
land Foods, Inc., as an am mo ‐
nia tech.
 Allen is sur vived by his chil ‐
dren: Vic tor (Amanda) Robl of

Mer rill, WI, Nicole (Jerry Robin son) Robl of Mer rill, WI,
Faith (James) Robin son of Mer rill, WI, Zachary Robl of
Wis con sin Rapids, WI, Noah Robl of Med ford, WI and Au ‐
tumn Robl of Med ford, WI, girl friend: Vir ginia Berndt of
Med ford, WI, sib lings: Sue Robl, Town of Har ri son, WI,
Bev (Karl) Shaeve, of Minoc qua, WI, Rick (Louise) Robl, of
Mer rill, WI, Amery Robl of Mer rill, WI, Bill Robl of Mer ‐
rill, WI,Ed Robl of Mer rill, WI, Mike Robl of Black River
Falls, WI, and Jerry (Car o line) Robl of Mer rill, WI, and 7
grand chil dren.
 Cre ma tion to take place. No ser vices are planned at this
time.
 Waid Fu neral Home & Cre ma tion Ser vice of Mer rill is as ‐
sist ing the fam ily with arrange ments. On line con do lences are
en cour aged and may be made at www. waidfuneral. com.

 William L. ‘Bill’
Dex ter, age 86, of
She boy gan, for ‐
merly of Glea son
and Bloomville,
passed away Fri day, De cem ber
17, 2021, at Meadow View
Heath Ser vices, She boy gan.
 Bill was born May 7, 1935,
son of the late Ber nice Lee. He
mar ried Ar lene Hen rich on
Jan u ary 6, 1955, in Michi gan.
She pre ceded him in death on
July 2, 2009. Bill served his
coun try in the United States
Navy. He en listed in 1952 and

was hon or ably dis charged in 1955. One of his biggest ac ‐
com plish ments dur ing his time in the Navy was float ing the
LST (Land ing Ship, Tank) from Stur geon Bay, Wis con sin to
Nor folk, Vir ginia.
 Bill worked as a Breeder for the for mer Mid west Breed ers.
Bill also ran heavy equip ment and sold trucks for a while.
Bill and Ar lene owned and op er ated ‘Dex ter’s Vil lage Tap’
in Glea son. After sell ing the bar in 1978, they moved to
Bloomville. Bill also ran his busi ness Vid-Craft for many
years.
 He played gui tar and sang for many years with var i ous local
bands. Many peo ple will re mem ber Bill for his out go ing per ‐
son al ity; he was happy, funny, help ful, and was al ways a
gen tle man. Bill was a local his to rian and his tory buff with
his focus being Glea son, Bloomville, Dud ley, and Har ri son.
Bill was a long time mem ber of Luther Memo r ial Lutheran
Church, Glea son.
 Sur vivors in clude his son, Scott (Tammy) Dex ter of She ‐
boy gan; three grand chil dren, Is abella, Alexa, and William
‘Will’ Dex ter, all of She boy gan; and sev eral cousins. Bill
was pre ceded in death by his  wife of 54  years,  Ar lene 
Dex ter; mother and step fa ther Ber nice (Henry ‘Heiney’)
Ratzburg; and in fant daugh ter, Tracy Lynn Dex ter.
 The fu neral ser vice will be held at 2:00 P.M., Wednes day,
De cem ber 22, 2021, at Luther Memo r ial Lutheran Church,
Glea son. The Rev. Greg Laska will of fi ci ate. Bur ial will take
place in Luther Memo r ial Lutheran Church Ceme tery, Town
of Rus sell, with grave side mil i tary rites con ducted by V.F.W.
Post 1638 Honor Guard. Vis i ta tion will begin at 11:00 A.M.,
Wednes day at the church. Tay lor-Stine Fu neral Home & Cre ‐
ma tion Ser vices, Mer rill, is as sist ing the fam ily with
arrange ments.
 On line con do lences may be made at www. tay lors tine fune 
ralh ome. com

 Pa tri cia ‘Patty’ V. Krahn,
85, of Mer rill, passed away
Sat ur day, De cem ber 18, 2021,
at Pine Crest Nurs ing Home.
 Pa tri cia was born on April 29,
1936, in Mer rill to the late
William and Gladys
(Batchelder) Welk. Pa tri cia
mar ried Mil ton Krahn on June
1, 1957, in Mer rill, and he pre ‐
ceded her in death on Jan u ary
3, 2015. Pa tri cia was a home ‐
maker for many years. She also
ran a day care out of her home,
and later worked at the for mer
Eddie’s Bak ery and Church

Mu tual. Pa tri cia en joyed gar den ing, tak ing walks, and car ing
for her chil dren and grand chil dren. She loved the hol i days
es pe cially Thanks giv ing and Christ mas. Pa tri cia was in ‐
volved with the Lin coln County ARC.
 Pa tri cia is sur vived by her chil dren, Sh eryl Krahn of Mer rill,
Kyle (Karen) Krahn of Ten Sleep, Wyoming, Kent Krahn of
Tom a hawk, and Susan Du ell man of Granton; grand chil dren,
Rhi an non, Jason, Joshua, Chloe, and Sam; great-grand chil ‐
dren, Made line, Jaxon, Avery, Aubree, and Michael; and
brother, William (Lois) Welk of Oshkosh. Pa tri cia was pre ‐
ceded in death by her hus band, Mil ton Krahn; par ents,
William and Gladys Welk; and grand daugh ter, Han nah Mae.
 A cel e bra tion of life for Pa tri cia will be held in April of
2022, de tails will fol low at a later date. Tay lor-Stine Fu neral
Home & Cre ma tion Ser vices, Mer rill, is as sist ing the fam ily
with arrange ments.
 On line con do lences may be made at www. tay lors tine fune 
ralh ome. com

The best service makes all the difference.
We believe your family deserves the best and our professional funeral

directors and staff will go the extra mile to provide it for you.s and staff will go the e a mile to provide it for you.

WAID FUNERAL HOME and CREMATION SERVICES
301 Eagle Drive • Merrill, WI 54452-3714 • Phone: (715) 536-4646

Website: www.WaidFuneral.com

The best service makes all the difference.
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Paul Waid – Licensed Funeral Director / Owner

Anna Winningham – Licensed Funeral Director / Funeral Home Manager
Samantha Finucan - Funeral Director Apprentice

Megan Klug - Office Manager
Cindy Latzig – After Care Coordinator
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From Selection to Design to setting,
All of our Work is Proudly done In - House

20 N. 2nd St., Tomahawk, WI • 715-453-6523
Visit us at: www.tomahawkmonument.com

Email us at: contactus@tomahawkmonument.com

Specialists in Pre-Needs Planning
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Personal Memorialist
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PUBLIC NOTICE TO ALL CUSTOMERS OF THE
MERRILL WATER UTILITY

The Merrill Water Utility has filed an application with the Public Service Commission of
Wisconsin (PSCW) to increase water rates. The increase is necessary due to a 21.1 percent
increase in gross plant investment and a 30.9 percent increase in operating expenses since
the last water rate case was completed in 2013.

The total increase in water revenues requested is $302,521 which will result in an estimated
overall rate increase of 19.8 percent over the water utility’s present revenues. If the request
is granted, the water bill for an average residential customer with a ⅝-inch or ¾-inch meter
who uses 1,100 cubic feet of water per quarter will increase from $66.03 to $84.45, or 27.9%
(including the public fire protection charge).

A telephonic public hearing on the application has been scheduled for Friday, January 7,
2022, at 11:00 a.m. This hearing has no physical location. Parties and Commission staff
appear by audiovisual connection over the internet. Parties and Commission staff may use
the audio-only telephone connection as a backup, or if no practicable internet connection
exists. Members of the public attend by audiovisual connection over the internet, or by audio-
only telephone connection.

Join by audiovisual connection at:
https://us02web.zoom.us/my/pschearings

To join by telephone:
1. Dial: +1 312 626 6799
2. Enter: 809 513 2930 # (Meeting ID)

Each participant shall provide their name, and status as either a party representative,
Commission staff, or a member of the public. Each participant using the internet connection
shall provide this information in the “Join Meeting” dialog screen, or by renaming the
participant’s screen name after gaining admittance to the hearing. Each person connecting by
telephone shall provide this information immediately after gaining admittance to the hearing.

Upon connecting to the hearing, each participant will enter a waiting room and await
admittance to the hearing. Before commencing the hearing, theALJ will admit each participant
who connected before the designated start time. The ALJ will admit each participant who
connects after the hearing begins at the earliest opportunity that does not disrupt the hearing.
Each member of the public shall remain muted until the ALJ invites that person to comment.

The Commission will livestream the audio of this hearing on its website. The livestream allows
anyone to listen to the hearing without connecting to it as described above. To access the
livestream, go to the Commission’s website at http://psc.wi.gov, and select “Live Broadcast”
button. The live broadcast webpage provides neither: (1) an opportunity to make a comment,
nor (2) closed captioning.

A person may testify in this proceeding without becoming a party and without attorney
representation. A person may submit this testimony in only one of the following ways:

• Web Comment. File a comment on the internet. Go to the Commission’s web site
at http://psc.wi.gov, click on “File a Comment”. On the next page select the “File a
comment” link that appears for docket number 3610-WR-105. Web comments shall
be received no later than Tuesday, January 11, 2022.

• Oral Comment. Speak over the telephone during the public session. The
Administrative Law Judge may receive an oral comment from any member of the
public in attendance after the close of any party and Commission staff testimony.
The Administrative Law Judge will receive an oral comment by unmuting each phone
connection one at a time and inquiring into the each caller’s desire to comment.

• Mail Comment. Send a comment by U.S. Mail. All comments submitted by U.S. Mail
shall be received no later than Tuesday, January 11, 2022 and shall be addressed to:
Attn: Docket 3610-WR-105 Comments, Public Service Commission, P.O. Box 7854,
Madison, WI 53707-7854.

All documents in this docket are filed on the Commission’s Electronic Records Filing
(ERF) system. To view these documents: (1) go to the Commission’s E-Services Portal at
http://apps.psc.wi.gov, (2) enter “3610-WR-105” in the box labeled “Quick Single Docket
Search,” and (3) select “Documents”.

If you have any questions, please contact the Merrill Water Utility at (715) 536-6561.
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CITY OF MERRILL
COMMON COUNCIL MINUTES

TUESDAY DECEMBER 14, 2021
Regular Meeting

City Hall Council Chambers 6:00 PM
1. Call to Order
Mayor Woellner called the meeting to
order at 6:01 P.M.
Attendee Name, Title, Status, Arrived
Paul Russell, Alderperson - First District,
Present
Steve Hass, Alderperson - Second
District , Present
Rick Blake, Alderperson - Third District,
Present
Steve Osness, Alderperson - Fourth
District , Present
John M. Van Lieshout, Alderperson -
Fifth District, Present
Mike Rick, Alderperson - Sixth District,
Present
Mark Weix, Alderperson - Seventh
District, Present
Steve Sabatke, Alderperson - Eighth
District, Present
Derek Woellner, Mayor, Present
2. Silent Prayer
3. Pledge of Allegiance
4. Roll Call
5. Public Comment Period
None.
6. Minutes of previous Common Council
meeting(s):
 1. Minutes of November 9, 2021
meeting
Motion (Osness/Hass) to approve.
Alderman Sabatke noted that the
minutes indicated that he was in
attendance "Remote" at the meeting. He
was actually at the meeting in-person.
City Clerk Heideman acknowledged that
Alderman Sabatke was there in-person,
and requested that he be allowed to
amend the minutes accordingly. Without
objection it was so ordered.
RESULT: APPROVED AS AMENDED
7. Revenue & Expense Reports(s):
 1. Revenue & Expense Report for
period ending November 30, 2021
Motion (Hass/Van Lieshout) to approve.
RESULT: APPROVED
8. General agenda items:
 1. Employee Years of Service
Recognition
Phillip H. Skoug (Fire Department), 20
years
City Clerk Heideman read a certificate of
recognition for Phillip Skoug.
9. Board of Public Works:
 1. Consider 3.0% adjustment to Water
& Sewer Service Fees for 2022.The
Board of Public Works recommends
approval.
Motion (Van Lieshout/Rick) to approve.
RESULT: APPROVED
10. Health and Safety Committee:
 1. Consider application from B's Nest,
LLC, Duane Yorde, Agent, for a Class
"B" (beer) and a "Class B" (liquor)
license for B's Nest, 1404 W. Main
Street, effective December 17, 2021.The
Health and Safety Committee
recommends approval.
Motion (Russell/Rick) to approve.
RESULT: APPROVED
11. Personnel and Finance Committee:
 1. Consider request from Merrill
Professional Police Association to make
change(s) in the 2022-2023 union
contract, related to residency. The
Personnel and Finance Committee
recommends amending the first
sentence in Article 3 of the contract, by
changing the date from 1/1/2016 to
1/31/2016.
Motion (Osness/Blake) to approve.
RESULT: APPROVED
 2. Consider adjustments to hourly
Certification Pay for Utility Employees.
The Personnel and Finance Committee
recommends approving the new
certification pay schedule, as presented.
Motion (Osness/Hass) to approve.
RESULT: APPROVED
 3. Consider reclassification of
Wastewater Treatment Plant Lead
Operator position.The Personnel and
Finance Committee recommends
approving the reclassification of the
Wastewater Treatment Plant Lead
Operator from Grade 11 to Grade 12.
Motion (Rick/Osness) to approve.
RESULT: APPROVED
12. Placing Committee Reports on File:
 1. Consider placing the following
committee reports on file: Airport
Commission, Board of Public Works,
City Plan Commission, Health & Safety
Committee, Historic Preservation
Committee, Library Board, Marketing &
Communications Committee, Merrill
Enrichment Center Committee, Parks &
Recreation Commission, Personnel &
Finance Committee, Police & Fire
Commission, Redevelopment Authority,
Tourism Commission and Transit
Commission.
Motion (Van Lieshout/Rick) to place on
file.
RESULT: PLACED ON FILE
13. Mayor's Appointments:
 1. Nicole Johnson to the Merrill Area
Housing Authority, term to expire
November 10, 2025.
Motion (Russell/Blake) to approve.
RESULT: APPROVED
 2. Election Officials for 2022-2023
Motion (Hass/Rick) to approve.
RESULT: APPROVED
14. Ordinances:
 1. An Ordinance amending Code of
Ordinances Chapter 14, Article V,
Section 14-123 through 14-158, related
to trees and shrubs (Ordinance #2021-
19).
City Attorney Hayden gave the
ordinance a first reading by title only,
followed by a synopsis.
Motion (Hass/Blake) to suspend the
rules and give the ordinance a second
reading and a third reading by title only.
Carried.
City Attorney Hayden gave the
ordinance a second reading and a third
reading by title only.
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: John M. Van Lieshout,
Alderperson - Fifth District
SECONDER: Steve Osness,
Alderperson - Fourth District
AYES: Russell, Hass, Blake, Osness,
Van Lieshout, Rick, Weix, Sabatke
15. Resolutions:
 1. A Resolution approving a Conditional
Use Permit for placement of one
doublewide housing unit in Whispering
Pines, 2801 Thielman Street (Resolution
#2714).
WHEREAS, Whispering Pines MHC WI,
LLC has requested a conditional use
permit pursuant to the Merrill Zoning
Code Chapter 113, Article IV, Section
113-100 for the purpose of the
placement of a doublewide housing unit
on the following described property:
Lt 1 CSM 731 V3 P315 D0331602, City
of Merrill, Lincoln County, Wisconsin,
Commonly known as 2801 Thielman St.
herein referred to as the “Premises”;
and,
WHEREAS, the City Plan Commission
scheduled a hearing on the application
on December 7, 2021, due public notice
having been given and opportunity given
to those interested to speak on the
application; and,
WHEREAS, the City Plan Commission
has reviewed the Application, found that
it does meet the requirements of Merrill
Zoning Code, Section 113-100 and has
recommended approval of said
application;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this
14th day of December, 2021, that a
conditional use permit shall be issued to
Whispering Pines MHC WI, LLC for the
purpose of the placement of one
doublewide housing unit.
Motion (Hass/Sabatke) to approve.
RESULT: APPROVED
 2. A Resolution declaring the City of
Merrill to be a Constitutional Republic
City.Alderman Osness is bringing this
resolution directly to the Common
Council.
WHEREAS, the Constitution of the
United States protects our rights,
endowed by our creator, as well as
guarantees liberties to American
citizens, including the establishment of
justice, the promotion of the general
welfare and securing the blessings of
liberty; and,
WHEREAS, the Constitution espouses
many principles upon which the United
States is founded, namely the
separation of powers, individual rights,
and the rule of law; and,
WHEREAS, the Constitution of the State
of Wisconsin provides that all people are
by nature free and independent and
have inalienable rights, including
enjoying and defending life and liberty,
acquiring, possessing, and protecting
property, and pursuing and obtaining
safety, happiness, and privacy; and,
WHEREAS, John Adams, the second
president of the United States, wrote,
“the very definition of a Republic is ‘an
Empire of Laws, and not of men.’ That,
as a Republic is the best of
governments, so that particular
arrangement of the powers of society, or
in other words that form of government,
which is best contrived to secure an
impartial and exact execution of the
laws, is the best of Republics;” and,
WHEREAS, we the Common Council of
the City of Merrill believe in the
separation of powers, individual rights,
and the rule of law as outlined in the
United States Constitution, including the
freedom for local government to have
local control over issues related to the
citizens who reside within the City’s
jurisdictional boundaries;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this
14th day of December, 2021, that the
City of Merrill is declared to be a
Constitutional Republic City;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the
Common Council of the City of Merrill
that any executive orders issued by the
State of Wisconsin or by the United
States federal government that are
overreaching or clearly violate our
constitutionally protected rights will not
be enforced by the City of Merrill against
its citizens.
Motion (Osness/Rick) to approve.
Mayor Woellner distributed an amended
resolution. The amended resolution was
as follows:

A RESOLUTION OF THE MERRILL
COMMON COUNCIL DECLARING THE

OBVIOUS
WHEREAS, we are a city inside a
country with a constitutional republic
form of government; and,
WHEREAS, every member of the Merrill
Common Council has sworn an oath to
uphold the constitution; and,
WHEREAS, our government has well-
proven systems of correcting oversteps
of authority, specifically an entire branch
of government known as the judicial
system, designed to keep the executive
and legislative branches in check;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this
14th day of December, 2021, that the
members of the council will uphold their
sworn oath;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the
Common Council of the City of Merrill
that any executive orders or laws at the
state or federal level that are
overreaching or clearly violate
constitutionally protected rights will be
reviewed by the City Attorney, who will
provide a recommendation to the
Council. Recommendations may include
joining other governments to provide
resources and assistance in a lawsuit,
suing alone, or closely observing
relevant ongoing cases. As required by
the rule of law, any questionable
executive order or statute will be
enforced until the time that the court has
ordered a stay or overruled it.
AND FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED by the
Common Council of the City of Merrill
that with exhausted annoyance, let us
no longer introduce frivolous resolutions
like this one, which just state the
obvious. Whether it be for
grandstanding, or a personal ego boost,
resolutions that serve nobody are not
just neutral or inert, they are indeed
damaging, tarnishing what should be a
serious process addressing serious
issues.
Motion (Russell/Blake) to approve the
amended resolution. On roll call vote,
motion failed 0-8.
Motion (Hass/Weix) to table. On roll call
vote, motion failed 3-5. Voting Yes -
Alderman Hass, Alderman Blake and
Alderman Weix.
Motion (Hass/Weix) to postpone
indefinitely. On roll call vote, motion
failed 2-6. Voting Yes - Alderman Hass
and Alderman Weix.
A vote was then held on the motion to
approve the original resolution. This roll
call vote resulted in a 4-4 tie. Voting Yes
- Alderman Osness, Alderman Van
Lieshout, Alderman Rick and Alderman
Sabatke.
Mayor Woellner broke the tie by voting
No. Therefore, the motion to approve
the original resolution failed.
16. Mayor's Communications
Mayor Woellner made several
comments related to the resolution
considered in the previous agenda item.
17. Adjournment
Motion (Rick/Osness) to adjourn.
Carried. Adjourned at 6:48 P.M.
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WHEREAS, the City Plan Commission
has reviewed the Application, found that
it does meet the requirements of Merrill
Zoning Code, Section 113-100 and has
recommended approval of said
application;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this
14th day of December, 2021, that a
conditional use permit shall be issued to
Whispering Pines MHC WI, LLC for the
purpose of the placement of one
doublewide housing unit.
Motion (Hass/Sabatke) to approve.
RESULT: APPROVED
 2. A Resolution declaring the City of
Merrill to be a Constitutional Republic
City.Alderman Osness is bringing this
resolution directly to the Common
Council.
WHEREAS, the Constitution of the
United States protects our rights,
endowed by our creator, as well as
guarantees liberties to American
citizens, including the establishment of
justice, the promotion of the general
welfare and securing the blessings of
liberty; and,
WHEREAS, the Constitution espouses
many principles upon which the United
States is founded, namely the
separation of powers, individual rights,
and the rule of law; and,
WHEREAS, the Constitution of the State
of Wisconsin provides that all people are
by nature free and independent and
have inalienable rights, including
enjoying and defending life and liberty,
acquiring, possessing, and protecting
property, and pursuing and obtaining
safety, happiness, and privacy; and,
WHEREAS, John Adams, the second
president of the United States, wrote,
“the very definition of a Republic is ‘an
Empire of Laws, and not of men.’ That,
as a Republic is the best of
governments, so that particular
arrangement of the powers of society, or
in other words that form of government,
which is best contrived to secure an
impartial and exact execution of the
laws, is the best of Republics;” and,
WHEREAS, we the Common Council of
the City of Merrill believe in the
separation of powers, individual rights,
and the rule of law as outlined in the
United States Constitution, including the
freedom for local government to have
local control over issues related to the
citizens who reside within the City’s
jurisdictional boundaries;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this
14th day of December, 2021, that the
City of Merrill is declared to be a
Constitutional Republic City;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the
Common Council of the City of Merrill
that any executive orders issued by the
State of Wisconsin or by the United
States federal government that are
overreaching or clearly violate our
constitutionally protected rights will not
be enforced by the City of Merrill against
its citizens.
Motion (Osness/Rick) to approve.
Mayor Woellner distributed an amended
resolution. The amended resolution was
as follows:

A RESOLUTION OF THE MERRILL
COMMON COUNCIL DECLARING THE

OBVIOUS
WHEREAS, we are a city inside a
country with a constitutional republic
form of government; and,
WHEREAS, every member of the Merrill
Common Council has sworn an oath to
uphold the constitution; and,
WHEREAS, our government has well-
proven systems of correcting oversteps
of authority, specifically an entire branch
of government known as the judicial
system, designed to keep the executive
and legislative branches in check;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this
14th day of December, 2021, that the
members of the council will uphold their
sworn oath;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the
Common Council of the City of Merrill
that any executive orders or laws at the
state or federal level that are
overreaching or clearly violate
constitutionally protected rights will be
reviewed by the City Attorney, who will
provide a recommendation to the
Council. Recommendations may include
joining other governments to provide
resources and assistance in a lawsuit,
suing alone, or closely observing
relevant ongoing cases. As required by
the rule of law, any questionable
executive order or statute will be
enforced until the time that the court has
ordered a stay or overruled it.
AND FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED by the
Common Council of the City of Merrill
that with exhausted annoyance, let us
no longer introduce frivolous resolutions
like this one, which just state the
obvious. Whether it be for
grandstanding, or a personal ego boost,
resolutions that serve nobody are not
just neutral or inert, they are indeed
damaging, tarnishing what should be a
serious process addressing serious
issues.
Motion (Russell/Blake) to approve the
amended resolution. On roll call vote,
motion failed 0-8.
Motion (Hass/Weix) to table. On roll call
vote, motion failed 3-5. Voting Yes -
Alderman Hass, Alderman Blake and
Alderman Weix.
Motion (Hass/Weix) to postpone
indefinitely. On roll call vote, motion
failed 2-6. Voting Yes - Alderman Hass
and Alderman Weix.
A vote was then held on the motion to
approve the original resolution. This roll
call vote resulted in a 4-4 tie. Voting Yes
- Alderman Osness, Alderman Van
Lieshout, Alderman Rick and Alderman
Sabatke.
Mayor Woellner broke the tie by voting
No. Therefore, the motion to approve
the original resolution failed.
16. Mayor's Communications
Mayor Woellner made several
comments related to the resolution
considered in the previous agenda item.
17. Adjournment
Motion (Rick/Osness) to adjourn.
Carried. Adjourned at 6:48 P.M.
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CITY OF MERRILL
COMMON COUNCIL MINUTES

TUESDAY DECEMBER 14, 2021
Regular Meeting

City Hall Council Chambers 6:00 PM
1. Call to Order
Mayor Woellner called the meeting to
order at 6:01 P.M.
Attendee Name, Title, Status, Arrived
Paul Russell, Alderperson - First District,
Present
Steve Hass, Alderperson - Second
District , Present
Rick Blake, Alderperson - Third District,
Present
Steve Osness, Alderperson - Fourth
District , Present
John M. Van Lieshout, Alderperson -
Fifth District, Present
Mike Rick, Alderperson - Sixth District,
Present
Mark Weix, Alderperson - Seventh
District, Present
Steve Sabatke, Alderperson - Eighth
District, Present
Derek Woellner, Mayor, Present
2. Silent Prayer
3. Pledge of Allegiance
4. Roll Call
5. Public Comment Period
None.
6. Minutes of previous Common Council
meeting(s):
 1. Minutes of November 9, 2021
meeting
Motion (Osness/Hass) to approve.
Alderman Sabatke noted that the
minutes indicated that he was in
attendance "Remote" at the meeting. He
was actually at the meeting in-person.
City Clerk Heideman acknowledged that
Alderman Sabatke was there in-person,
and requested that he be allowed to
amend the minutes accordingly. Without
objection it was so ordered.
RESULT: APPROVED AS AMENDED
7. Revenue & Expense Reports(s):
 1. Revenue & Expense Report for
period ending November 30, 2021
Motion (Hass/Van Lieshout) to approve.
RESULT: APPROVED
8. General agenda items:
 1. Employee Years of Service
Recognition
Phillip H. Skoug (Fire Department), 20
years
City Clerk Heideman read a certificate of
recognition for Phillip Skoug.
9. Board of Public Works:
 1. Consider 3.0% adjustment to Water
& Sewer Service Fees for 2022.The
Board of Public Works recommends
approval.
Motion (Van Lieshout/Rick) to approve.
RESULT: APPROVED
10. Health and Safety Committee:
 1. Consider application from B's Nest,
LLC, Duane Yorde, Agent, for a Class
"B" (beer) and a "Class B" (liquor)
license for B's Nest, 1404 W. Main
Street, effective December 17, 2021.The
Health and Safety Committee
recommends approval.
Motion (Russell/Rick) to approve.
RESULT: APPROVED
11. Personnel and Finance Committee:
 1. Consider request from Merrill
Professional Police Association to make
change(s) in the 2022-2023 union
contract, related to residency. The
Personnel and Finance Committee
recommends amending the first
sentence in Article 3 of the contract, by
changing the date from 1/1/2016 to
1/31/2016.
Motion (Osness/Blake) to approve.
RESULT: APPROVED
 2. Consider adjustments to hourly
Certification Pay for Utility Employees.
The Personnel and Finance Committee
recommends approving the new
certification pay schedule, as presented.
Motion (Osness/Hass) to approve.
RESULT: APPROVED
 3. Consider reclassification of
Wastewater Treatment Plant Lead
Operator position.The Personnel and
Finance Committee recommends
approving the reclassification of the
Wastewater Treatment Plant Lead
Operator from Grade 11 to Grade 12.
Motion (Rick/Osness) to approve.
RESULT: APPROVED
12. Placing Committee Reports on File:
 1. Consider placing the following
committee reports on file: Airport
Commission, Board of Public Works,
City Plan Commission, Health & Safety
Committee, Historic Preservation
Committee, Library Board, Marketing &
Communications Committee, Merrill
Enrichment Center Committee, Parks &
Recreation Commission, Personnel &
Finance Committee, Police & Fire
Commission, Redevelopment Authority,
Tourism Commission and Transit
Commission.
Motion (Van Lieshout/Rick) to place on
file.
RESULT: PLACED ON FILE
13. Mayor's Appointments:
 1. Nicole Johnson to the Merrill Area
Housing Authority, term to expire
November 10, 2025.
Motion (Russell/Blake) to approve.
RESULT: APPROVED
 2. Election Officials for 2022-2023
Motion (Hass/Rick) to approve.
RESULT: APPROVED
14. Ordinances:
 1. An Ordinance amending Code of
Ordinances Chapter 14, Article V,
Section 14-123 through 14-158, related
to trees and shrubs (Ordinance #2021-
19).
City Attorney Hayden gave the
ordinance a first reading by title only,
followed by a synopsis.
Motion (Hass/Blake) to suspend the
rules and give the ordinance a second
reading and a third reading by title only.
Carried.
City Attorney Hayden gave the
ordinance a second reading and a third
reading by title only.
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: John M. Van Lieshout,
Alderperson - Fifth District
SECONDER: Steve Osness,
Alderperson - Fourth District
AYES: Russell, Hass, Blake, Osness,
Van Lieshout, Rick, Weix, Sabatke
15. Resolutions:
 1. A Resolution approving a Conditional
Use Permit for placement of one
doublewide housing unit in Whispering
Pines, 2801 Thielman Street (Resolution
#2714).
WHEREAS, Whispering Pines MHC WI,
LLC has requested a conditional use
permit pursuant to the Merrill Zoning
Code Chapter 113, Article IV, Section
113-100 for the purpose of the
placement of a doublewide housing unit
on the following described property:
Lt 1 CSM 731 V3 P315 D0331602, City
of Merrill, Lincoln County, Wisconsin,
Commonly known as 2801 Thielman St.
herein referred to as the “Premises”;
and,
WHEREAS, the City Plan Commission
scheduled a hearing on the application
on December 7, 2021, due public notice
having been given and opportunity given
to those interested to speak on the
application; and,
WHEREAS, the City Plan Commission
has reviewed the Application, found that
it does meet the requirements of Merrill
Zoning Code, Section 113-100 and has
recommended approval of said
application;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this
14th day of December, 2021, that a
conditional use permit shall be issued to
Whispering Pines MHC WI, LLC for the
purpose of the placement of one
doublewide housing unit.
Motion (Hass/Sabatke) to approve.
RESULT: APPROVED
 2. A Resolution declaring the City of
Merrill to be a Constitutional Republic
City.Alderman Osness is bringing this
resolution directly to the Common
Council.
WHEREAS, the Constitution of the
United States protects our rights,
endowed by our creator, as well as
guarantees liberties to American
citizens, including the establishment of
justice, the promotion of the general
welfare and securing the blessings of
liberty; and,
WHEREAS, the Constitution espouses
many principles upon which the United
States is founded, namely the
separation of powers, individual rights,
and the rule of law; and,
WHEREAS, the Constitution of the State
of Wisconsin provides that all people are
by nature free and independent and
have inalienable rights, including
enjoying and defending life and liberty,
acquiring, possessing, and protecting
property, and pursuing and obtaining
safety, happiness, and privacy; and,
WHEREAS, John Adams, the second
president of the United States, wrote,
“the very definition of a Republic is ‘an
Empire of Laws, and not of men.’ That,
as a Republic is the best of
governments, so that particular
arrangement of the powers of society, or
in other words that form of government,
which is best contrived to secure an
impartial and exact execution of the
laws, is the best of Republics;” and,
WHEREAS, we the Common Council of
the City of Merrill believe in the
separation of powers, individual rights,
and the rule of law as outlined in the
United States Constitution, including the
freedom for local government to have
local control over issues related to the
citizens who reside within the City’s
jurisdictional boundaries;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this
14th day of December, 2021, that the
City of Merrill is declared to be a
Constitutional Republic City;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the
Common Council of the City of Merrill
that any executive orders issued by the
State of Wisconsin or by the United
States federal government that are
overreaching or clearly violate our
constitutionally protected rights will not
be enforced by the City of Merrill against
its citizens.
Motion (Osness/Rick) to approve.
Mayor Woellner distributed an amended
resolution. The amended resolution was
as follows:

A RESOLUTION OF THE MERRILL
COMMON COUNCIL DECLARING THE

OBVIOUS
WHEREAS, we are a city inside a
country with a constitutional republic
form of government; and,
WHEREAS, every member of the Merrill
Common Council has sworn an oath to
uphold the constitution; and,
WHEREAS, our government has well-
proven systems of correcting oversteps
of authority, specifically an entire branch
of government known as the judicial
system, designed to keep the executive
and legislative branches in check;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this
14th day of December, 2021, that the
members of the council will uphold their
sworn oath;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the
Common Council of the City of Merrill
that any executive orders or laws at the
state or federal level that are
overreaching or clearly violate
constitutionally protected rights will be
reviewed by the City Attorney, who will
provide a recommendation to the
Council. Recommendations may include
joining other governments to provide
resources and assistance in a lawsuit,
suing alone, or closely observing
relevant ongoing cases. As required by
the rule of law, any questionable
executive order or statute will be
enforced until the time that the court has
ordered a stay or overruled it.
AND FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED by the
Common Council of the City of Merrill
that with exhausted annoyance, let us
no longer introduce frivolous resolutions
like this one, which just state the
obvious. Whether it be for
grandstanding, or a personal ego boost,
resolutions that serve nobody are not
just neutral or inert, they are indeed
damaging, tarnishing what should be a
serious process addressing serious
issues.
Motion (Russell/Blake) to approve the
amended resolution. On roll call vote,
motion failed 0-8.
Motion (Hass/Weix) to table. On roll call
vote, motion failed 3-5. Voting Yes -
Alderman Hass, Alderman Blake and
Alderman Weix.
Motion (Hass/Weix) to postpone
indefinitely. On roll call vote, motion
failed 2-6. Voting Yes - Alderman Hass
and Alderman Weix.
A vote was then held on the motion to
approve the original resolution. This roll
call vote resulted in a 4-4 tie. Voting Yes
- Alderman Osness, Alderman Van
Lieshout, Alderman Rick and Alderman
Sabatke.
Mayor Woellner broke the tie by voting
No. Therefore, the motion to approve
the original resolution failed.
16. Mayor's Communications
Mayor Woellner made several
comments related to the resolution
considered in the previous agenda item.
17. Adjournment
Motion (Rick/Osness) to adjourn.
Carried. Adjourned at 6:48 P.M.
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minutes indicated that he was in
attendance "Remote" at the meeting. He
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Alderman Sabatke was there in-person,
and requested that he be allowed to
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RESULT: APPROVED
10. Health and Safety Committee:
 1. Consider application from B's Nest,
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Health and Safety Committee
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RESULT: APPROVED
11. Personnel and Finance Committee:
 1. Consider request from Merrill
Professional Police Association to make
change(s) in the 2022-2023 union
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Personnel and Finance Committee
recommends amending the first
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changing the date from 1/1/2016 to
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Certification Pay for Utility Employees.
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MOVER: John M. Van Lieshout,
Alderperson - Fifth District
SECONDER: Steve Osness,
Alderperson - Fourth District
AYES: Russell, Hass, Blake, Osness,
Van Lieshout, Rick, Weix, Sabatke
15. Resolutions:
 1. A Resolution approving a Conditional
Use Permit for placement of one
doublewide housing unit in Whispering
Pines, 2801 Thielman Street (Resolution
#2714).
WHEREAS, Whispering Pines MHC WI,
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permit pursuant to the Merrill Zoning
Code Chapter 113, Article IV, Section
113-100 for the purpose of the
placement of a doublewide housing unit
on the following described property:
Lt 1 CSM 731 V3 P315 D0331602, City
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Commonly known as 2801 Thielman St.
herein referred to as the “Premises”;
and,
WHEREAS, the City Plan Commission
scheduled a hearing on the application
on December 7, 2021, due public notice
having been given and opportunity given
to those interested to speak on the
application; and,
WHEREAS, the City Plan Commission
has reviewed the Application, found that
it does meet the requirements of Merrill
Zoning Code, Section 113-100 and has
recommended approval of said
application;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this
14th day of December, 2021, that a
conditional use permit shall be issued to
Whispering Pines MHC WI, LLC for the
purpose of the placement of one
doublewide housing unit.
Motion (Hass/Sabatke) to approve.
RESULT: APPROVED
 2. A Resolution declaring the City of
Merrill to be a Constitutional Republic
City.Alderman Osness is bringing this
resolution directly to the Common
Council.
WHEREAS, the Constitution of the
United States protects our rights,
endowed by our creator, as well as
guarantees liberties to American
citizens, including the establishment of
justice, the promotion of the general
welfare and securing the blessings of
liberty; and,
WHEREAS, the Constitution espouses
many principles upon which the United
States is founded, namely the
separation of powers, individual rights,
and the rule of law; and,
WHEREAS, the Constitution of the State
of Wisconsin provides that all people are
by nature free and independent and
have inalienable rights, including
enjoying and defending life and liberty,
acquiring, possessing, and protecting
property, and pursuing and obtaining
safety, happiness, and privacy; and,
WHEREAS, John Adams, the second
president of the United States, wrote,
“the very definition of a Republic is ‘an
Empire of Laws, and not of men.’ That,
as a Republic is the best of
governments, so that particular
arrangement of the powers of society, or
in other words that form of government,
which is best contrived to secure an
impartial and exact execution of the
laws, is the best of Republics;” and,
WHEREAS, we the Common Council of
the City of Merrill believe in the
separation of powers, individual rights,
and the rule of law as outlined in the
United States Constitution, including the
freedom for local government to have
local control over issues related to the
citizens who reside within the City’s
jurisdictional boundaries;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this
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City of Merrill is declared to be a
Constitutional Republic City;
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that any executive orders issued by the
State of Wisconsin or by the United
States federal government that are
overreaching or clearly violate our
constitutionally protected rights will not
be enforced by the City of Merrill against
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Motion (Osness/Rick) to approve.
Mayor Woellner distributed an amended
resolution. The amended resolution was
as follows:

A RESOLUTION OF THE MERRILL
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OBVIOUS
WHEREAS, we are a city inside a
country with a constitutional republic
form of government; and,
WHEREAS, every member of the Merrill
Common Council has sworn an oath to
uphold the constitution; and,
WHEREAS, our government has well-
proven systems of correcting oversteps
of authority, specifically an entire branch
of government known as the judicial
system, designed to keep the executive
and legislative branches in check;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this
14th day of December, 2021, that the
members of the council will uphold their
sworn oath;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the
Common Council of the City of Merrill
that any executive orders or laws at the
state or federal level that are
overreaching or clearly violate
constitutionally protected rights will be
reviewed by the City Attorney, who will
provide a recommendation to the
Council. Recommendations may include
joining other governments to provide
resources and assistance in a lawsuit,
suing alone, or closely observing
relevant ongoing cases. As required by
the rule of law, any questionable
executive order or statute will be
enforced until the time that the court has
ordered a stay or overruled it.
AND FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED by the
Common Council of the City of Merrill
that with exhausted annoyance, let us
no longer introduce frivolous resolutions
like this one, which just state the
obvious. Whether it be for
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damaging, tarnishing what should be a
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Motion (Russell/Blake) to approve the
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vote, motion failed 3-5. Voting Yes -
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Motion (Hass/Weix) to postpone
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failed 2-6. Voting Yes - Alderman Hass
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A vote was then held on the motion to
approve the original resolution. This roll
call vote resulted in a 4-4 tie. Voting Yes
- Alderman Osness, Alderman Van
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Sabatke.
Mayor Woellner broke the tie by voting
No. Therefore, the motion to approve
the original resolution failed.
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comments related to the resolution
considered in the previous agenda item.
17. Adjournment
Motion (Rick/Osness) to adjourn.
Carried. Adjourned at 6:48 P.M.
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Dorothy H. Richard son of
Wauke sha ran into the arms of
Jesus on Fri day, De cem ber 17,
2021 at the age of 90. She was
born on Au gust 24, 1931 in
Mer rill, Wis con sin, the daugh ‐
ter of Fred and Grace (nee
Bersin) Pike. On July 19, 1952,
she mar ried Fran cis V.
Richard son in Do er ing, Wis ‐
con sin. He pre ceded her in
death on July 24, 2010.
Dorothy en joyed spend ing
time at church, Bible study,
and shar ing the mes sage of sal ‐
va tion. Her per sonal re la tion ‐

ship with Jesus was im por tant to her, and she wished for
every one else to have the same kind of re la tion ship. Dorothy
will be re mem bered fondly for her huge heart. She was gen ‐
er ous, ex tremely kind, hon est, and re li able. She was al ways
think ing of oth ers and her count less acts of love will be im ‐
mensely missed.
 Dorothy  will  be greatly missed by her chil dren, Glenn
(Vir ginia) Richard son of Wauke sha, Larry (Sherry) Richard ‐
son of In di ana, Marie (Norb) Novocin of Delaware, Den nis
(Dede) Richard son of Florida, Joan (David) Whysol of Sul li ‐
van, Chris tine (Randy) Mal one of Pe wau kee, and Jeff
Richard son of Wauke sha. She is fur ther sur vived by 16
grand chil dren and 14 great-grand chil dren, her sis ters Eleanor
Kre it man, Shirley (Lane) Foote, and Bev erly Turpen, nieces,
nephews, other rel a tives, and many friends. In ad di tion to
her par ents and her hus band Fran cis, she was pre ceded in
death by her twin sis ter De lores Hedtcke, and her sib lings
Al fred Pike, Frances Stein bach, Norma Mc Part land, and
Betty Geiss.
 Vis i ta tion was on Thurs day, De cem ber 23, 2021 from 9:30
AM until the 11:30 AM fu neral ser vice at Bridge Church,
1314 S. Grand Ave., Wauke sha. Bur ial was at Prairie Home
Ceme tery.
 In lieu of flow ers, memo ri als in Dorothy’s name are ap pre ‐
ci ated to the Bridge Church.
 Ran dle-Dable-Brisk Fu neral Home, Cre ma tory and Pre plan ‐
ning Ser vice is hon ored to serve the fam ily. For fur ther in for ‐
ma tion, please call the fu neral home at 262-547-4035 or visit
our web site at www. ran dled able. com for di rec tions or to
leave the fam ily an on line trib ute mes sage.

Merrill Country Store
1400 Logan Ave.

Merrill • 715-536-2491

SPONSORED BY

Visit the Lincoln County Humane
Society, 310 N. Memorial Dr., in Merrill.
Hours:Mon. - Sat. 12-4PM; Sun. 12-2PM.
Call the shelter at 715-536-3459, visit us
on the web at www.furrypets.com.

Pet of the Week
Meet Nilla! She was brought to the shelter
along with 6 other cats after their barn was
destroyed by a tornado and they needed shelter
for the upcoming winter. Nilla can be very shy
but with time and love she is slowly coming
around! Nilla gets along great with her kitty
friends and seems to be more comfortable with
friends around. She would be great in a quiet
home with other cats to hang out with! Nilla’s
adoption will include her spay, vaccinations
and microchip. Come visit Nilla soon!

88
74

6

MERRILL Foto NEws

Student
of the Week

9987299872

1401 W. Taylor St.,
Merrill

(715) 536-5400

This Week’s Featured Student is

Emma Myers
Daughter of

Leigha Janssen & Josh Myers
Emma is in the 3rd Grade at

Washington Elementary School.
She was nominated by Ms. Christian.

Student of the Week Sponsored by:

What is your favorite subject in

school? Why?

I enjoy math because I understand the word and

division problems. I like math so much that

I practice at home and even use math when baking.

Emma is a very hard working student every day. She is

inquisitive, focused, thoughtful, and compassionate.

Emma is a great role model for her classmates and is

always doing her best. ~ Ms. Christian

What is your favorite part of

school? Why?

I love hanging out with friends. I also like CKLA

(literacy) learning root words and information

about medieval times.

I want to go to baking school, and own

my own bakery one day.

What would you like to do/

become someday? Why?

1

7700Legals  

1

7700Legals  

1

7700Legals  

1

7700Legals  
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of 2022

The Foto News, along with the following Lincoln County
merchants, will present the following prizes to the first baby

born in the year 2022.

Contest Rules:
1. One of the baby’s parents must be a resident of

Lincoln County.

2. The winner will be the first baby born in the new year.

3. Parents may enter by informing the Foto News within
72 hours of the baby’s birth.

4. In case of a tie, a drawing will be held to determine
the winner.

5. By entering this contest, the winner grants permission
for their and their baby’s names and likenesses to
appear in the Foto News.

PRAIRIE
PINES

$2500
Gift Certificate

from

05
42

59
24

715-873-4840
Located in Gleason

Winter Hours:
M,T,TH, F • 8-5:30

W & Sa • 8-5

11
30

90

Receive $10
in a Savings
Account for
your new
baby!*

715-536-8351 • parkcitycu.org
*Federally Insured by NCUA.

Terms & conditions apply

05
49

57
04

11
39

59

Courtside
Furniture

Giving a
$50 Gift

Certificate

113967

715-536-8954
1022 E Main St • Merrill
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

www.courtsidefurniture.com

11
33

95
8715-536-1473

Downtown Merrill

$20 Gift Certificate

A Certificate
for One Free
Value Pack,
Also a 10%

Discount Card
Good For 1 Year.

1203 E. 3rd Street, Merrill
715-536-6532

hamburgers/Ice-cream

05032196113964

2011 E. Main St.,
Merrill

Cammie Schielke
LMT, MMP.

715-218-2274

11
34

61

30 Min. MASSAGE
& a BASIC PEDICURE

($80 Value)

$25 Gift Certificate

3456 E. Main St.
Merrill

715-536-2005

Car Washes

05
49

55
90

11
39

56

1 Free
Oil & Filter

Change
(Some restrictions apply.
Diesel & Synthetic extra.)

www.bricknersparkcity.net

3000 E. Main Street, Merrill
715-536-2833

11
39

72

$25.00
GIFT CARD

400 E. 2nd Street
(715) 536-1900

www.autojockeys.com

05
42

58
98

SALES • SERVICE
DETAILING • RENTALS

11
32

84

$2500

Gift Certificate
Good for

or
Merrill

Merrill & Tomahawk

05
03

22
40

11
31
15

1205 N Lake St.
Merrill, WI 54452

Eagles Club
(715) 536-7471

Open To The Public

$25
GIFT
CARD 11

32
80

715-536-1345

$25
Gift

Certificate

113968

Lashes • Facials • Body Waxing

715-536-3455

OPEN 24/7

Hwy 51/I 39 & Hwy 64
Interchange, Merrill, WI

Open 10am-10pm
7 Days A Week

715-722-0645

Gift Card

715-536-3455

$50

05
49

47
39

Good
At

oR

Open 10am-10pm
7 Days A Week

715-722-0645

11
37

51

11
23

73
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418 Grand Ave., Merrill418 Grand Ave., Merrill
S&S BarS&S Bar Open Daily

9 am - Close

THIS WEEK’S
DRINK SPECIAL:

RAIL OLD FASHIONS
$4 PINT MIxERS;

$2 Tub MIxERS; $2 SHOTS
Hall Rental Available • 715-536-4664

Low carry out
prices on Booze,

Beer & Ice
Part-Time Bartender

Wanted 10
05

90

Open to the Public • (715) 536-7471
1205 N Lake St. • Merrill, WI 54452

Eagles ClubThe

CARRYOUT AVAILABLE
• MONDAY: Bar Open at 3pm
• LuNch AvAiLAbLe:
Tues. & Fri. 11am-2pm
Wed. & Thurs. 11am-8pm
Specials • Fish Fries • Homemade Soup

• DiNNer MeNu: Tues. 4-8pm
& Fri. 4-8pm

• SATurDAY: Bar Open at 3pm
• SuNDAY: Bar Open From 11am-7pm
Visit our Website! 584.localfoewi.com

Happy Hour: Tuesday-ThurSday • 3-6PM

DINNER SPECIALS DEC./JAN.
TueSDAY NighTS
Jan. 4th - Liver N Onions

Jan, 11th - bourbon chicken
Dinner served: Tuesday 4:00-8:00 PM

FriDAY NighTS
Dec. 31st - bluegills

Jan. 7th - breaded Scallops
Dinner served: Friday 4:00-8:00 PM

CLIP-N-SaVE

11
44

20

Happy
NEW yEar!

Join us every Monday at 5:00PM for
a community meal open to all.

Saint Stephens
United Church of Christ
903 E 2nd Street, Merrill.

Free will donations accepted.

10
05

99

Monday, Jan. 3rd Menu:
Hot Dogs, Brats, Chips,

baked beans, and a pickle.

Jack Daniels
$5.50 - 16 oz. Pint

Jan. BOOZe
OF THe MOnTH

310 E. 2nd St., Merrill
715-536-4611

LLC.

11
39

12

live Music
Jan. 8TH

DOug sHeene
8 PM

MeaT RaFFle
Jan. 8

MeRRill BaseBall
BOOsTeR

1 PM

Mondays All Seats $5.00

Cosmo
Theatre
Main St. • Merrill

kids • $5.00
seniors • $5.00
Adults • $8.00

Show timeS effective
12/31/21 to 1/6/22

11
42

92

SPIDER-MAN:
NO WAY HOME
“PG13” 2 Hour 28 Min.
Everyday: 7:00 p.m.

Fri.: 1:00 p.m.
Fri. & Sat.: 7:00 p.m. & 9:45 p.m.
Sat. & Sun.: 1:00 p.m. & 3:30 p.m.

SING 2
“PG” 1 Hour 52 Min.
Everyday: 7:00 p.m.

Fri.: 1:00 p.m.
Fri. & Sat.: 7:00 p.m. & 9:15 p.m.
Sat. & Sun.: 1:00 p.m. & 4:00 p.m.

THE MATRIX
RESURRECTIONS

“R” 2 Hour 28 Min.
Everyday: 7:00 p.m.

Fri.: 1:00 p.m.
Fri. & Sat.: 7:00 p.m. & 9:45 p.m.
Sat. & Sun.: 1:00 p.m. & 3:45 p.m.

715-536-4473
www.cosmomovies.com

106302

night
triviaNew!

Chicken Available on
Wed., Thurs., Sat. & Sun.

Buckets for
$1.35/pc

Available in
8, 12, 16 or 20pc

MONDAY
Chicken or Shrimp

Fettuccine
Spaghetti & Meatballs

THURSDAY
Wing Night

FRI FISH FRY
2& 3 Piece Cod
Jumbo Shrimp

Walleye

SATURDAY NIgHT
Steak Night Available Sun./Thurs./Sat.

SUN BRUNCH BUFFET
11am-3pm AYCE Adults $12.99
BROASTED CHICKEN
4 Piece with Potato for $11.99

601 Johnson St., Merrill
715-536-5708

Check out our Facebook for most current
menu, and More Info. for Trivia Nights!

Thursday Nights
6:30 pm – 8:30 pm

Dec. 30th
General

All You Can Eat
BBQ Ribs & Chicken
Every Wednesday

11
44

02

Green Bay Game
TailGaTe SpecialS

Watch all the games in December on our
HUGE 14ft TV Screen • Touchdown Shots

Now hiriNg
for all postioNs

NewYear’s Eve
Dec. 31
Live Music
7:30 pm-12:30 am

Country-Variety
Band

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

7:30 pm-12:30 am

All you
can eat surf

& turf, includes
complimentary bottle

of Champagne

Only $50
(for couples)

11
44

09
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TO THE EDITOR:

Tis the Season
Recently we were shopping at County 

Market in Merrill for a church chili fun-
draiser and also to restock our kitchen. 
There were many, many other shoppers 
also stocking up for Christmas and thus 
long lines at the checkout. Gail was pay-
ing our bill with a church scrip card and 
the rest with a personal check. The check 
was refused because of  an unrecognizable 
banking number. This caused confusion 
and delay for other customers waiting to 
checkout. A gentleman in the next check-
out aisle gave our cashier lady a handful 
of  cash to pay our remaining bill and left 
... Nobody present recognized this individ-
ual. We immediately stopped at our bank 
(Nicolet Bank) to find out why our check 
was refused. We were told this problem is 
not new in this electronic banking world. 
Our bank had recently changed its name 
to Nicolet Bank, thus a different routing 
number not recognized by the store, and 
we had just started the use of  new checks. 
Out of  this confusing and embarrassing 
situation, the true Spirit of  Christmas 
was present and the greatest gift for all of  
us ... pay forward. A huge THANK YOU to 
the unknown gentleman.

- Ron & Gail Behm
Gleason, Wis. 

TO THE EDITOR:
After attending in person, I watched 

the last 20 minutes of  the video of  the 
Dec. 14 City Council meeting from the 

City website. I suggest you do the same. 
Is it any wonder Merrill isn’t growing or 
has the reputation it does? Between the 
recent belittling of  an elected Alderman 
by the City Administrator and the Mayor 
throwing public tantrums, pounding on 
desks, lecturing Council members, spew-
ing expletives, and collectively suggesting 
anyone who had the audacity to vote for 
Donald Trump is a “bunch of  buffoons 
who threatened our democracy on Jan. 
6,” can you blame them?

How can the City continue to tout its 
“Rules of  Civility” or Value Statements 
suggesting they work together in a “re-
spectful manner,” be “accountable for 
what they do and say,” and “provide pro-
fessional, respectful service to those who 
live, work, or visit” here if  these are the 
examples being set by our leadership? 
This latest outburst is just another dis-
graceful example of  why our citizens need 
to get involved and demand our leaders be 
held accountable for their actions. They 
need to go. Continued complacency by 
our citizens only empowers them. What 
you allow is what continues. It is your 
community, and it is time to stand up and 
demand better.  

- LaDonna Fermanich
Merrill, Wis. 

The views and opinions expressed are 
those of  the author and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of  the Merrill Foto News, 
its publishers, Editor, or staff.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR POLICY

*Letters must be 250 words or 
less (There will be no exceptions 
to this. Any letter longer than 250 
words will not be printed.)
*All letters must include full 
name, address and phone 
number of the composer. Phone 
numbers and addresses will 
not be published, but will be 
used for verification purposes if 
necessary.
*Letters will be published at the 
discretion of the Editor. While 
letters on most any topic will be 
published, any letters deemed 
derogatory, inflammatory, 
slanderous, or involving vulgar 
language, will not be published. 
*Letters will be published on a 
“first come, first served” basis. 
Any letters which we are unable 
to publish in the printed news-
paper will be run online at www.
merrillfotonews.com and may 
be printed in the paper at a later 
date if possible.

DEAR READER,
New Year’s was 

originally celebrated 
by the Babylonians in 
4000 BCE. The Roman 
Emperor Julius Caesar 
made it official in 46 
BCE. As background, 
the month of  January 
was named after Janus the Roman god 
who had two faces – one looking back-
ward and the other looking forward. 
Julius thought the New Year should be 
celebrated in January since Janus was 
also the god of  doors and gates which 
metaphorically could mean opening up 
the “door or gate” to another year.

While there is an extensive history of  
New Year’s Day being the impetus for 

action, today we celebrate a sense of  re-
newal. Like Janus’s two faces, we look 
back on the year we are closing and how 
we handled it through a mixture of  good 
and bad; and we look ahead to another 
year and how we might do it better by 
changing a few things.

Thus, we make resolutions to target 
the best version of  ourselves both physi-
cally and mentally. Most New Year’s res-
olutions last for an average of  two weeks 
and then we revert back to the frailties 
of  being human. Perhaps we can work 
harder to stretch it a little longer in 2022.

Happy New Year. 
PATRICK J. WOOD

PUBLISHER

Author of “Dear Reader” and “Tapestry of Love and Loss”

New Year’s Day
PUBLISHER’S LETTER

Please send  
announcements,  
news briefs,  

photo submissions and
letters to the editor to:
tscott@mmclocal.com



TRAIN ON LINE TO DO MED ICAL
BILLING! Be come a Med ical Of -
fice Pro fes sional on line at CTI!
Get Trained, Cer ti fied & ready to
work in months! Call 920-600-
8950 the Mis sion, Pro gram In for -
ma tion & Tu ition is lo cated at Ca -
reerTech ni cal.edu/con sumer-in for -
ma tion. (M-F 8am-6pm ET)
(WCAN)

WCAN (Wis con sin Com mu nity
Ad Net work) and/or the mem ber
pub li ca tions re view ads to the
best of their abil ity. Un for tu nately,
many un scrupu lous peo ple are
ready to take your money!
PLEASE BE CARE FUL AN -
SWER ING ANY AD THAT
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE
TRUE! For more in for ma tion, or to
file a com plaint re gard ing an ad,
please con tact The De part ment
of Trade, Agri cul ture & Con -
sumer Pro tec tion 1-800-422-
7128 (WCAN)

DRY OAK & Hard Maple-
$240/cord. Over 15 miles, extra.
Have hard wood in wood shed
over year old. Clean and no bark.
715-351-1888 or 715-873-4196.

Firewood DRY OAK & Hard
Maple- $240/cord. Over 15 miles,
extra. Have hard wood in wood
shed over year old. Clean and no
bark. 715-351-1888 or 715-873-
4196.

Patient Attendant - Seasonal Temporary
Marshfield Medical Center - Weston

Casual / Variable shifts / Temporary

The Patient Attendant - Float under the direction of a
Registered Nurse is responsible for assisting in providing a
safe environment for an identified patient who is at an
increased risk to cause harm to self. The Patient Attendant
– Float is required to staff on any patient care units that
Float Pool provides support to, as assigned by the Staffing
Office/Supervisor.

Unit Attendant - Seasonal Temporary
Marshfield Medical Center - Weston

Casual / Variable shifts / Temporary

The Unit Attendant works with the medical team under the
direction of a Registered Nurse within a hospital unit to
assist the staff and serve the patients in a variety of ways.
The Unit Attendant has responsibilities involving both
direct and indirect patient care.

Both positions require:
• High school diploma or equivalent
• Basic Life Support (BLS) certification provided by the
American Heart Association; at time of hire preferred

Apply at:

www.marshfieldclinic.org/careers
Reference Keyword: Patient Attendant or Unit Attendant

Marshfield Medical Center – Weston
3400 Ministry Pkwy, Weston, WI 54476

Marshfield Clinic Health System is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative
Action employer. All qualified applicants will receive con sideration for

employment without regard to sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, race,
color, religion, national origin, disability, protected veteran status, age, or

any other characteristic protected by law.

Work at the forefront
of healthcare.
From the heart of Wisconsin

11
25

56

Train on line to do med ical billing!
Be come a Med ical Of fice Pro fes -
sional at CTI! Get trained & cer ti -
fied to work in months! 888-572-

6790. The Mis sion, Pro gram In for -
ma tion and Tu ition is lo cated at
Ca reerTech ni cal.edu/con sumer-

in for ma tion. (M-F 8-6 ET)

SIGN ON BONUS UP TO $1,500

WE’RE HIRING
ALL POSITIONS

112819

www.landmsupply.com/employment

JANESVILLE NEW YEAR AN -
TIQUE SHOW & SALE Sat. Jan
8th 9-5pm, Sun Jan 9th 9-3pm.
CRAIG CEN TER - ROCK CO
FAIR GROUNDS 1301 Craig Ave
Janesville, WI 25 Qual ity Deal -
ers!: Adm. $5/ both days (WCAN)

Be come a Pub lished Au thor!
Pub li ca tions sold at all major sec u -
lar & spe cialty Chris t ian book -
stores. CALL Chris t ian Faith Pub -
lish ing for your FREE au thor sub -
mis sion kits. 1-844-268-6554
(WCAN)

Pay ing top cash for men's
sport watches! Rolex, Bre itling,
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer,
Day tona, GMT, Sub mariner and

Speed mas ter. Call 833-603-3236

Be come a pub lished au thor.
We want to read your book!

Dor rance Pub lish ing trusted since
1920. Con sul ta tion, pro duc tion,
pro mo tion & dis tri b u tion. Call for

free au thor`s guide 833-719-3029
or visit dor ran ce info.com/acp

!!OLD GUI TARS WANTED!!
GIB SON, FENDER, MAR TIN, Etc.

1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOL LAR
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE

1-866-433-8277

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUI -
TARS! 1920-1980 Gib son, Mar tin,
Fender, Gretsch, Epi phone, Guild,
Mosrite, Rick en backer, Prairie
State, D’An gelico, Stromberg &
Gib son Man dolins/Ban jos. 844-
262-6174 (WCAN)

Long dis tance mov ing: Call for a
free quote from Amer ica’s Most

Trusted In ter state Movers. Let us
take the stress out of mov ing!

Speak to a re lo ca tion spe cial ist
888-721-2194

UP DATE YOUR HOME with
Beau ti ful New Blinds & Shades.
FREE in-home es ti mates make it
con ve nient to shop from home.
Pro fes sional In stal la tion. Top Qual -
ity - Made in the USA. Call for free
con sul ta tion: 877-544-2415 Ask
about our spe cials! (WCAN)

LONG DIS TANCE MOV ING Call
today for a FREE QUOTE from
Amer ica’s Most Trusted In ter state
Movers. Let us take the stress out
of mov ing! Call now to speak to
one of our Qual ity Re lo ca tion Spe -
cial ists: 888-660-6593 (WCAN)

• 1st shift starts at $18.11
• 2nd shift starts at $19.61
• Earn up to an additional $1.50 per hour
with our new Attendance Bonus Program

• Excellent Low-Cost Benefits:
Individual: $69/Month
Spouse: +110/Month
Child: +33/Month

Apply in Person or Online
Merrill Locations

• 605 N. Ohio St. • 1815Water St.
Questions Call 715-722-1884

ts:

10
59
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HIrINg
BONuS

up to $1500

Talent Tuesdays
Tuesday, January 4, 3-5 p.m.

Marshfield Medical Center - Weston
3400 Ministry Pkwy, Weston, WI 54476

(Entrance 1 off of Cranberry Boulevard)

Stop in and talk with recruiters and connect with hiring managers.
No appointment necessary.

Positions available include:
RN (Various) • LPN • MA/CMA • CNA • NP / PA • PT / OT • MT / MLT • Triage Coordinator

Respiratory Therapist • Research Coordinator • Pharmacy Tech. • Central Service Tech.

Paramedic - ED • EMT - Critical Care Transport • Emergency Medical Tech. • EKGTech.

Phlebotomist • Phlebotomy Coordinator • Care Team Coordinator • Patient Attendant

SocialWorker • Unit Attendant • PatientAccess Representative • Occupational Health Unit Clerk

Appointment Coordinator • Patient Care Floater • Support Functions Float • Lab Tech. Asst.

Neuropsychologist • Operations Manager • Lab Operations Manager • Learning Analyst

Respiratory Therapy Assistant • Radiologic Tech. • CIRVTech. • Cardiovascular Sonographer

Hyperbaric Tech. • Ultrasonographer • Surgical Tech • Telemetry Tech. • G.I. Tech. • Security

Room Services Coordinator • Cook • Food &Nutrition Srvcs. Aide • Environmental Services

Clinical Dietitian • Network Engineer • Lab Technical Specialist II - Chemistry / Immunoassay

Where your work matters.

Marshfield Clinic Health System is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action employer. All qualified
applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard to sex, gender identity, sexual
orientation, race, color, religion, national origin, disability, veteran status, age, or any other characteristic
protected by law.

For a full list of open positions or to apply
online visit: marshfieldclinic.org/careers

11
43
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7100Schools and Instruction 

1

7005Announcements 

52

7244Firewood 

52

7244Firewood 

11

7115Health Care 38

7214Antiques and Collectibles 

1

7005Announcements 

40

7218Jewelry 

41

7220Musical Instruments 

48

7236Furniture and Home Decor 

Thursday, December 30, 2021 MERRILL FOTO NEWS Page 9

EMPLOYMENT
NEED TO ADVERTISE?

CALL 715-536-7121

READ  REUSE  RECYCLE



NEW & USED
SNOW BLOW ERS

USED START ING AT $150
Large se lec tion ser viced
by us and ready to blow!

North Cen tral
Power Equip ment

2803 Emery Dr., Wausau,
just 1 mile north of Fleet Farm

715-370-3002

WANTED! Old drum sets, snare
drums, cym bals from the 1920s

through 1970s. Also in ter ested in
pro level drum equip ment and
elec tronic drums from 1980s to

pre sent. Call 615-485-8611
or email me at:

yourold drumz@ gmail. com

PURE BRED BOXER PUPS,
Fawn col ored, Shots UTD Ready
Now! $800 715-823-2147

Tech Support
Needed

Very Flexible Hours
1-2 Hours as needed $25 HR.

Please call 715.921.0203
Serious Inquiries Only

114411

FARMI Log ging Winch’s, Valby
PTO Chip pers, Skid steer wood
split ters, Log Loader, Trail ers,
Grap ple Ro ta tors, ro totillers 866-
638-7885 three rivers
forestry.com (WCAN)

Wants to pur chase min er als and
other oil and gas in ter ests.

Send de tails to P.O. Box 13557
Den ver, CO 80201

SNOW RE MOVAL EQ Skid Steer
Snow Push ers 6’ $895, 6.5’ $995,
7.5’ $1095, 10’ $1495 Snow Blow -
ers 3P Hitch 7’ $695, 8’ $1950
Snow Plow off AJD #82 $995 920-
878-0005 (WCAN)

Texas Truck 2011 Chev 3500
4X4 6.0 gas 19" Super Sin gle tires
216K mi w/Omaha Ser vice Body
Im mac u late $16,500 Can sell w/or
with out Omaha Ser vice Body 920-
878-0005 (WCAN)

HAY ROUND BALES AND
SMALL SQUARES, nice soft good
Qual ity Grass Baled with out Rain
FREE DE LIV ERY within 100 miles
of Ap ple ton, WI 920-878-0005 or
920-878-0288 (WCAN)

Boston Ter rier pup pies.
Up to date on shots, health

guaranteed, ready to go now.
715-937-0916

HUGE STOREWIDE LIQ UI DA -
TION SALE! We’re re tir ing! Thriv -
ing busi ness for sale. Wood work -
ers De pot.com M-Sat 8-4, Oneida
St., off 41, right at Sub way, 2965
Ra mada Way, Green Bay 800-
891-9003 (WCAN)

Chesadoo dle pups black or choc
cute w/curly hair Shots de wormed
Born 11/27/21 $800 715-257-7077
715-257-7950

Apply In-person at 1400WTaylor Street
or Email resume to Amanda at

alreidinger@lincolnwindows.com
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Production (Full or Part-Time)

Maintenance Technicians
Day Shift Only. Start time at 6:00am.

For additional information visit
lincolnwindows.com/Careers

LincolnWood Products-Employment Office

96
19
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Come Join
Our Team
We’re Hiring!

DO NATE YOUR CAR or TRUCK
to HER ITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3-Day Va ca tion. Tax De -
ductible. Free Tow ing. All pa per -
work taken care of! CALL 844-
374-3067 (WCAN)

2022 SPRING BEE PRE-ORDER
www. bra dsbe esan dhon ey. com

5 Frame NUC $185
Sin gle, Dou ble & Pal lets Avail able

Brad 262-749-0716 (WCAN)

FLUFFY AKC COCKER SPANIEL
PUPS Super Cute, shots/vet 920-
563-3410 pen ny lanecock
erspaniel.com Lic#268588-DS
(WCAN) Do nate Your Car to Vet er ans

Today! Help and Sup port our
Vet er ans. Fast - FREE pick up.

100% tax de ductible.
Call 1-800-245-0398

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL?
.... GET RE SULTS! Af ford able ad -
ver tis ing that fits your bud get!
Reach OVER 300,000 homes!
Place your ad in MANY weekly
Wis con sin Shop pers & Buy ers’
Guide pa pers for as low as $36.00
Call today! Pub lish ers De vel op -
ment Ser vice, Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-
800-236-0737 www. pdsadnet. 
com

Hand Crafted Gar den & Stor age
Sheds, Garages & Cab ins.
Many Styles and Op tions.

Sizes from 8' x 8' up
to 15' x 40' are avail able.

Call BAKER BARNS, LLC
715-873-3338

1 mile North of Glea son, Hwy 17

GER MAN SHEP HERD PUPS
AKC Excel Temp Ge netic Guar an -
tee Par ents OFA’d 715-537-5413
www. jerland. com #268001-DS
(WCAN) YOUR CAR, BOAT OR MO TOR -

CY CLE helps Rawhide pro vide
men tal health ser vices that redi -
rect local Wis con sin youth &
adults from harm ful de ci sions. Do -
nate Today! 888-653-2729
(WCAN)

Golden Re triever Pup pies. AKC .
Ready Jan u ary 14th. 1 Fe male 3
Males. 715-942-2161

MINI GOLDEN DOO DLE PUPS
shots/wormed/dews/vet $850-
$1000 715-223-6970 (269146)

FREE AUTO IN SUR ANCE
QUOTES See how much you can
save! High risk SR22 dri ver poli -
cies avail able! Call 844-841-5198
(WCAN)

Year ‘Round Positions. 20-40+ hrs/wk.
Requirements:Neat appearance, positive attitude, professional
behavior, fast, hard working, prompt and accountable, caring
personality, enjoy solving problems and working with customers
and their food. Flexible scheduling (nights, weekends, days a must).
We provide: On-going training, uniforms, meals/discounts,
competitive wages, bonus program, a clean, hard-working & fun
atmosphere with advancement for right person.

Please Apply In Person at 210 S. Pine Ridge Ave., Merrill

Now Accepting
Applications

Full and Part Time
Food Service Workers210 S PIne RIdge Ave., MeRRIll

93
80

2

DO NATE YOUR CAR TO UNITED
BREAST CAN CER FOUN DA -
TION! Your do na tion helps ed u ca -
tion, pre ven tion & sup port pro -
grams. FAST FREE PICKUP - 24
HR RE SPONSE -TAX DE DUC -
TION 1-855-665-3370 (WCAN)

JOIN US TODAY

WE’RE HIRING:
ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT

FOR MORE
INFO SCAN

16 YEARS
IN BUSINESS

COMMERCIAL
CONSTRUCTION

Contact us today at:

(715) 873-9501

www.kswconstruction.com

112793

Stop wor ry ing! Sil ver Bills
elim i nates the stress & has sle of

bill pmts. House hold bills
guar an teed to be paid on time as

long as ap pro pri ate funds are
avail able. No com puter nec es sary.

Free trial/cus tom quote
1-855-703-0555

WES LEY FI NAN CIAL GROUP,
LLC Time share Can cel la tion Ex -
perts Over $50,000,000 in time -
share debt & fees can celled in
2019. Get FREE in for ma tional
pack age & learn how to get rid of
your time share! FREE con sul ta -
tions. Over 450 pos i tive re views.
CALL 844-374-2565 (WCAN)

Apply In-person at 1400WTaylor Street or
Email resume to Amanda at

alreidinger@lincolnwindows.com
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer.

10
35

13

Now Hiring!
• Field Service Representative

• Software Developer
• Product Development Engineer
To view the job duties please visit our

website at lincolnwindows.com.

STOP WOR RY ING! Sil ver Bills
elim i nates the stress & has sle of
bill pay ments. All house hold bills
guar an teed to be paid on time, as
long as ap pro pri ate funds are
avail able. Com puter not nec es -
sary. Call for a FREE trial or a cus -
tom quote today. Sil ver Bills 1-
844-962-2327 (WCAN)

SAVE BIG on HOME IN SUR -
ANCE! Com pare 20 A-rated in sur -
ance com pa nies. Get a quote
within min utes. Av er age sav ings of
$444/year! Call 877-694-9013!
(M-F 8am-8pm CST) (WCAN)

LANGE AUCTION CENTER - 144459 CTy. Rd. ff, mERRILL,wI

SUNdAy,
JAN. 2Nd, 2022

11:00 Am

11
39

08

Visit our website for pictures and details at
www.alangeauctionrealty.com or call Arnold at:

715-536-7653 or 715-574-2258
Registeredwisconsin Auctioneer

• Col. Arnold H. Lange, Manager/Broker,WI Lic. #230

Settling An Estate Auction
Quality Furniture • Tools • Pictures • Lots of Boxes of Household Items • Jewelry • Glassware

• Comic Books • Lawn Furniture • T.V. • Grandfather Clock • Old Cash Register • Lots of Records
• Craftman Toolbox • Outdoor Decor and much, much more!

OVER 45yEARS OfTRUSTEd ExpERIENCE

Apply in person - 749 Kennedy St., Rib Lake
https://greatnortherncabinetry.com/connect/careers

TRUCK DRIVER WANTED

10
13

93

Apply in per ennedy St., Rib Lak

We have an opening for a CDL Class A Truck Driver.
This position will be paid hourly plus overtime
while delivering our cabinets to dealers and some
job sites.
Requirements: Three years of commercial driving
experience with a clean driving record.
The ability to pass a DOT physical,
DOT drug screen, lift up to
75 lbs., and use a pallet
jack safely. Great customer
service skills are essential.
Schedule: One week
you will travel the
western or southern
US and will be out 5
nights. The next week
you will be more local and only out 1-2 days per
week.
Benefits: $2500 sign-on bonus, life, medical,
dental, vision insurance, 401k, and more!

EOE

67
83
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1400WTaylor Street, Merrill, WI 54452
Mon-Fri, 7:00AM – 3:30PM or by appointment

We are an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Lincoln Wood Products is currently seeking an OTR Truck Driver.
Drivers are home weekly! Hubmileage pay and drop/pick-up pay.
Candidates need to be 21 years of age or older. Possess a class A
CDL. Have a minimum of 1 year Interstate commerce driving
experience with 100,000 verifiable miles. Good driving record.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer offering a competitive
salary and benefits package.
To apply for this position, send your resume to Lincoln Wood
Products, Attn: Human Resources, 1400 W Taylor Street, Merrill,
WI 54452 or email Amanda at alreidinger@lincolnwindows.com.

Apply
IN

PERSON
Today!

OTRTruck Driver

Come Join
Our Team
We’re Hiring!

LincolnWood Products-
Employment Office

113941

818 E. 1st St. • $9,900
Expanding a Business, Looking for a new highly visible location, or
creating a new business? This lot is meant for you. 45 x 120 ft lot has
alley access. Water is capped from a previous structure.

EntrEprEnEurs!

Edward Dr. • $29,900
Bring your contractor to scope out this 5 acre parcel off of County Rd
E on Edward Dr. Wooded with building site. Room to stretch out on
this rectangular piece.

Country Site

Business/Retail • $399,900
Absolutely limitless possibilities for this building. Highly visible. Well
kept and updated. Display windows and over 21000 sq. ft. Street and
rear parking.

Go BiG!

Thank you Merrill-Gleason-Irma-Tomahawk
citizens for a great 2021. Wishing you and your
family a Healthy, Happy, and Prosperous 2022!

Kathy Altman
715-551-1120

Sharon Woller
 715-571-4453

Ike Mattson
715-302-3885

Hunter Diels
715-218-7211

Gail Abegglen
715-551-8016

Independently Owned and Operated

715-536-0550
2402 E. Main St., Merrill
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Den tal in sur ance - Physi cians Mu -
tual In sur ance Com pany.
Cov ers 350 pro ce dures.

Real in sur ance - not a dis count
plan. Get your free den tal info kit!

1-888-623-3036
www. den tal5 0plu s. com/ 58 #6258

DISH TV $64.99 for 190 chan nels
+ $14.95 high speed in ter net. Free

in stal la tion, smart HD DVR
in cluded, free voice re mote. Some
re stric tions apply. Promo ex pires

1/21/22. 1-833-872-2545

AT&T In ter net. Start ing at
$40/month w/12-mo agmt. 1 TB
of data/mo. Ask how to bun dle &

SAVE! Geo & svc re stric tions
apply. 1-888-796-8850

The Gen erac PWR cell solar plus
bat tery stor age sys tem.

Save money, re duce re liance on
grid, pre pare for out ages & power

your home. Full in stal la tion
ser vices. $0 down fi nanc ing

op tion. Re quest free no oblig a tion
quote. 1-855-270-3785Hugh es Net - Fi nally, super-fast

in ter net no mat ter where you live.
25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Un lim ited

Data is Here. Stream Video.
Bun dle TV & In ter net. Free

In stal la tion. Call 866-499-0141

NORTHERN WISCONSIN’S LARGEST RARE COIN &
PRECIOUS METALS COMPANY IS ALWAYS BUYING

11 South 2nd St. • Tomahawk, WI 54487
Mon.-Fri. 10-5; Sat. 10-2; Closed Sundays

• Old U.S. coins, proof sets & paper money.
• Also buying gold & silver jewelry, watches & diamonds.
• Old sports cards - 1969 & earlier. Currently paying top prices.
• No Collection too SMALL or LARGE
• Sports Wear & Memorabilia Headquarters

05
08

27
18

(715) 453-3141
Open Mon. & Tues., 10am - 5pm or by appointment. 28

28

UP TO $15,000 OF GUAR AN -
TEED LIFE IN SUR ANCE! No
med ical exam or health ques tions.
Cash to help pay fu neral & other
final ex penses. Call Physi cians
Life In sur ance Com pany 844-
433-5898 or visit www. Life55plus. 
info/ wcp (WCAN)

THINK ING ABOUT IN STALLING
A NEW SHOWER? Amer i can
Stan dard makes it easy. FREE de -
sign con sul ta tion. Enjoy your
shower again! Call 1-844-479-
1327 today to see how you can
save $1,000 on in stal la tion, or visit
www. new show erde al. com/ wcp
(WCAN)

Elim i nate gut ter clean ing for ever!
Leaf Fil ter, the most ad vanced

de bris-block ing gut ter pro tec tion.
Sched ule free Leaf Fil ter es ti mate
today. 15% off En tire Pur chase.
10% Se nior & Mil i tary Dis counts.

Call 1-855-995-2490
Hugh es Net Satel lite In ter net: 25
mbps start ing at $49.99/mo! Get
More Data, FREE Off-Peak Data.
FAST down load speeds. Wifi built
in! FREE Stan dard In stal la tion for
lease cus tomers! Lim ited Time
Call 1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

Up date your home with beau ti ful
new blinds & shades. Free in-

home es ti mates make it
con ve nient to shop from home.
Pro fes sional in stal la tion. Top

qual ity - Made in the USA. Free
con sul ta tion: 877-212-7578.

Ask about our spe cials!

AT TEN TION MEDICARE RE CIP I -
ENTS! Open En roll ment for
Medicare health plans is here! Call
our li censed in sur ance agents for
an af ford able quote for your
needed cov er age. Call for a no
oblig a tion free quote now! 855-
686-2201 (TTY: 711) (WCAN)

BATH & SHOWER UP DATES in
as lit tle as ONE DAY! Af ford able

prices - No pay ments for 18
months! Life time war ranty &

pro fes sional in stalls. Se nior &
Mil i tary Dis counts avail able.

Call: 855-761-1725

VI ASAT SATEL LITE IN TER NET
Up to 12 Mbps Plans Start ing at
$30/mo. Our Fastest Speeds (up
to 50 Mbps) & Un lim ited Data
Plans Start at $100/month. Call
Vi asat today! 1-866-880-6125
(WCAN)

Repair Service, LLC

Heating • Cooling • Sheet Metal

W2810 Hwy, C, Merrill
(715) 536-6791

It’s Hard To Stop A Trane? 2852

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT
YOUR MO BIL ITY! Dis cover the
ideal so lu tion for any one who
strug gles on the stairs, is con -
cerned about a fall or wants to re -
gain ac cess to their en tire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-888-
686-1458 (WCAN)

At ten tion oxy gen ther apy users!
In o gen One G4 is ca pa ble
of full 24/7 oxy gen de liv ery.

Only 2.8 pounds. Free info kit.
Call 877-929-9587

FRITZ BARN PAINT ING Rusty
Roofs, Metal bld ings Free Est

608-221-3510 920-821-6311

DI RECTV for $69.99/mo for 12
months with CHOICE Pack age.
Watch your fa vorite live sports,
news and en ter tain ment any -
where. One year of HBO Max
FREE. Di rectv is #1 in Cus tomer
Sat is fac tion (JD Power & Assoc.)
Call for more de tails! (some re -
stric tions apply) Call 1-888-925-
9452 (WCAN)

DEN TAL IN SUR ANCE. From
Physi cians Mu tual In sur ance
Com pany. Cov er age for (350+)
pro ce dures. Real den tal in sur ance
- NOT just a dis count plan. Don’t
Wait! Call now! Get your FREE
Den tal In for ma tion Kit with all the
de tails! 855-807-9516 www. den 
tal5 0plu s. com/ wicommunity
#6258 (WCAN)

GEN ERAC Standby Gen er a tors
pro vide backup power dur ing

power out ages, so your home &
fam ily stay safe & com fort able.

Pre pare now. Free 7-yr ex tended
war ranty $695 value! Re quest a
free quote today! Call for terms &

con di tions. 1-844-334-8353
Portable Stor age Sheds: Metal
sid ing & roof ing. Treated 3/4" ply -
wood floor on skids Every thing is
2x4 24" on cen ter. 6’x8’ swing ing
doors. Side walls 6’8" tall. 12x16
$3950 12x20 $5570 Free de liv ery
within 50 miles of Auburn dale WI
Cus tom sizes & color call 715-
321-1309

SCRAP METAL
We’ll Pick it Up
• Clam Truck Service
• Dumpster Service
• Buying Cars & Trucks

Serving Central & Northern WI for over 80 years
Prompt Service • Fair Prices

Cousineau Recycling
Hwy. 45 South, Antigo • Toll Free 866-330-3730 or 715-623-2372

28
39

Di rectv Now. No Satel lite. $40/mo
65 Chan nels. Stream news, live

events, sports & on de mand ti tles.
No con tract/com mit ment.

1-866-825-6523

LIFE ALERT. One Press of a but -
ton sends help FAST, 24/7! At
home & on the go. Mo bile Pen dant
with GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with
sub scrip tion). CALL 855-892-1134
FREE Brochure (WCAN)

GEN ERAC Standby Gen er a tors
pro vide backup power dur ing util ity
power out ages, so your home and
fam ily stay safe and com fort able.
Pre pare now. FREE 7-year ex -
tended war ranty ($695 value!).
Re quest a FREE Quote today!
Call for ad di tional terms and
con di tions. 1-877-626-1009
(WCAN)

DI RECTV NOW. No Satel lite
Needed. $40/mo. 65 Chan nels.
Stream Break ing News, Live
Events, Sports & On De mand Ti -
tles. No An nual Con tract. No Com -
mit ment. CALL 1-855-732-1304
(WCAN)

Look ing for as sisted liv ing,
mem ory care, or in de pen dent

liv ing? A Place for Mom sim pli fies
the process of find ing se nior liv ing

at no cost to your fam ily.
Call 1-833-386-1995 today!

Call for
FREE

Estimates

Sales & Service since 1996
Locally Owned & Operated

ziebelldoor.com

715-539-9410
Located in the Z Best

Car Wash building

Residential/Commercial
Garage Doors & Openers

35
30

1

All Vehicles Carry
A Limited

3mo./3000 mile warranty!

See Pics at
www.autojockeys.com

715-536-1900
400 E. 2nd St. Merrill

11
43
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‘17 Chevrolet Malibu Premier 106K mi .$18,295

‘14 Chevy Equinox 133K mi..................$9,295

‘10 Toyota 4 Runner SR5 162K mi........$17,000

Financing Available

SaleS • Service
reNTalS • DeTailiNg

DI RECTV STREAM The Best of
Live & On-De mand On All Your
Fa vorite Screens. CHOICE Pack -
age, $84.99/mo for 12 mo. Stream
on 20 de vices at once in your
home. HBO Max FREE for 1 yr (w/
CHOICE Pack age or higher) Call
for more de tails today! (some re -
stric tions apply) Call IVS 1-833-
574-1746 (WCAN)

The bath room of your dreams for
as lit tle as $149/mo! BCI Bath &
Shower. Many op tions avail. Qual -
ity ma te ri als & pro fes sional in stal -
la tion. Se nior & Mil i tary Dis counts
Avail able. Lim ited Time Offer -
FREE vir tual in-home con sul ta tion
now & SAVE 15%! Call today! 1-
877-651-1850 (WCAN)

STROKE & CAR DIO VAS CU LAR
dis ease are lead ing causes of
death, ac cord ing to the AMER I -
CAN HEART AS SO CI A TION.
Screen ing can pro vide peace of
mind or early de tec tion! Con tact
Life Line Screen ing to sched ule
your screen ing. Spe cial offer - 5
screen ings for just $149! Call 1-
888-675-5048 (WCAN)

THE GEN ERAC PWR cell a solar
plus bat tery stor age sys tem. SAVE
money, re duce your re liance on
the grid, pre pare for power out -
ages and power your home. Full
in stal la tion ser vices avail able. $0
Down Fi nanc ing Op tion. Re quest
a FREE, no oblig a tion, quote
today. Call 1-855-707-0232
(WCAN)

DISH NET WORK $64.99 for 190
Chan nels! Blaz ing Fast In ter net,
$19.99/mo. (where avail able)
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa
Gift Card. FREE Voice Re mote.
FREE HD DVR. FREE Stream ing
on ALL De vices. Call Today! 1-
844-897-8523 (WCAN)

AT&T In ter net Start ing at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. In cludes 1
TB of data per month. Get More
For Your High-Speed In ter net
Thing. Ask us how to bun dle and
SAVE! Geo & svc re stric tions
apply. Call us today 1-855-770-
5080 (WCAN)
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IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS BUSINESS  
DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 715-536-7121

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

NEIGHBORHOOD PROFESSIONAL 
AND RELIABLE SERVICE DIRECTORY

2021 awards 
The following are the 2021 Business of  the Year 

award recipients:
The Large Business of  the Year winner was 

Weinbrenner Shoe Company. The list of  nominees also 
included:  Church Mutual Insurance, Sierra Pacific, 
Agra Industries, S.C. Swiderski, Merrill Area Public 
Schools, Park City Credit Union, Bell Tower Residence, 
Lincoln Wood Products, Northern Wire, and Wisconsin 
Public Service Corp.

Mid-sized Business of  the Year winner was 
Brickner’s Park City. The list of  nominees also includ-
ed:  Dave’s County Market, Reindl Printing, Kwik Trip 
East Main Street location, Ruder Ware, and Mitchell 
Metal Products.

Small Business of  the Year winner was Bob’s West 64. 
The list of  nominees also included:  Breaman Merrill 
Ford, AmericInn, Les & Jim’s Lincoln Lanes, Lora 
Bladow RE/MAX Excel, Los Mezcales, Jokin’ Joe’s, 
LLC, Urban Construction Company, Health in Motion, 
and VIP Office Products.

Hometown Business of  the Year winner was Sawmill 
Brewing Company. The list of  nominees also included:  
Merrill Foto News, Bluejay Radio WJMT, Hargrave 
Appliance Center, Courtside Furniture, Chips 
Hamburgers, Westside Market, In the Lite Electric, 
Riverside Athletic Club, Z Best Car Wash, Ziebell’s Door 
Company, D’s Dogs, and Pine Ridge Convenience Store.

The Not-for-Profit Business of  the Year winner was 
Lincoln County Fair Association. The list of  nominees 
also included:  Big Brothers/Big Sisters of  Northcentral 
Wisconsin, O’Tannenbaum Tour, Parkside Preschool, 
Merrill Community Homeless Center, Pine River Fire 
Department, The Friends of  Vincent Foundation, The 
Salvation Army of  Merrill, Merrill Area Farmer’s 
Market, HAVEN, Inc., Merrill Area United Way, Merrill 
Youth Softball Association, and Veterans of  Foreign 
Wars & Auxiliary.

AWARDS from page 3

Top Left: The Freyer Family 
recently donated supplies to the 
Lincoln County Humane Society 
(LCHS). “Thank you for your 
ongoiing support of our shelter 
pets!” LCHS staff said.
Top Right: The Lincoln County 
Humane Society (LCHS) would 
like to thank Dee Dennis, from 
Wausau VFW, for making these 
snuggly little blankets for our cats. 
“They will enjoy them so much!” 
LCHS representatives said. 
Pictured: Tiffany from LCHS and 
Dee Dennis. 
Left: Evelyn Loewe donated a 
bunch of supplies to the Lincoln 
County Humane Society (LCHS). 
Liz at LCHS wants to thank her 
for her awesome donation! “The 
animals and staff appreciate all of 
these supplies!” she said.
Right: The Lincoln County Humane 
Society would like to thank Landon 
Bultman and his family for bringing 
in these wonderful donations in 
December.
 Submitted photos.



Your HomeHaven is a TAP Away
y for your home loan online with guidance

m a local expert at Nicoletbank.com.

Your HomeHaven is a TAP Away
Apply f
from a l

800.369.0026
Member FDIC | Equal Housing Lender | NMLS ID# 411069

Athlete of the Week

Athletes highlighted in this feature
are selected by the Foto News

editorial staff, not by the sponsors.

Please direct comments
or suggestions to

fotonews@mmclocal.com 99
91
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Kieran Hehling

Congratulations from these sponsors:

Kieran Hehling, a Senior at Merrill High School (MHS), has been named Athlete of the Week. Kieran first
became a wrestler in his Freshman year of high school when he wrestled JV, then took a break from the
sport and returned this year to wrestle on the MHS Varsity Wrestling Team. He is working hard on his skills
during practices, and his Coach said it’s showing in his performance during matches. Kieran says his
greatest strength is “being willing to just get after it every day.” In Freshman year, he played JV Football for
the Bluejays, but isn’t currently involved in any other school sports.
Outside of school, however, Kieran started training in Mixed Martial Arts (MMA) this past year, and he plans
to keep pursuing MMA and hopes to make a career out of it. “I want to have my first big professional fight
by the time I’m 29,” Kieran said.
In his free time, he enjoys working out at Anytime Fitness, listening to music [“heavy metal is the favorite
at the moment”], playing board games and video games, going for walks, and hanging out with friends.
The son of Rebecca Hehling of Merrill, Kieran plans to get a job at Sierra Pacific or Agra after high school
graduation and to focus on his MMA training.

99
71
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2021-2022 Merrill High School
Winter Sports Schedule

2021-2022 Merrill High School
Winter Sports Schedule

The Sports Calendar of events is sponsored by:

Basketball Girls (Varsity, JV, & JV2)
No Scheduled Activities for this Week.

Basketball Boys (Varsity, JV, & JV2)
Tues. Jan. 4 Ashland (JV & JV2) Home 5:45 pm
Tues. Jan. 4 Ashland (Varsity) Home 7:15 pm

Ice Hockey Boys (Varsity & JV)
Thurs. Dec. 30 Waupaca Expo-Multiple (JV) Away 10:00 am
Tues. Jan. 4 Tomahawk (Varsity) Home 7:00 pm
Thurs. Jan. 6 D. C. Everest (JV) Home 5:00 pm
Thurs. Jan. 6 D. C. Everest (Varsity) Home 7:00 pm

Ice Hockey Girls (Varsity & JV)
Thurs. Dec. 30 Madison-Culver’s Cup (Varsity) Away T. B. D.
Tues. Jan. 4 Northland Pines(Varsity) Away 7:00 pm
Thurs. Jan. 6 ECA Stars (JV) Away 4:45 pm
Thurs. Jan. 6 ECA Stars (Varsity) Away 7:00 pm

Wrestling Boys (Varsity & JV)
Thurs. Jan. 6 WI Rapids Lincoln (Varsity) Away 6:00 pm

Lincoln County
Highway Department
Accepting applications

for Full Time
HighwayWorkers

Regular scheduled work week is Monday through
Thursday 6:30 am to 4:30 pm with on call and
overtime opportunities. CDL required within 6 months
of hire date.

Starting Wage is $18.22 per hour. Positions are
eligible for the Lincoln County benefit package
including health, dental, vision, life, LTD, vacation, sick
leave, holiday pay and Wisconsin Retirement System.

Job description, duties, responsibilities, and
application are listed on the Lincoln County web page
at www.co.lincoln.wi.us (career opportunities) or
applications can be picked up at the Lincoln County
Service Center at 801 N. Sales Street (upper level)
Merrill, WI. John Hanz, Highway Commissioner, may
be reached at 715-539-2554 if you need additional
information or have questions.

112388
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On Saturday, Dec. 18, 2021, the Merrill 
Bluejay Wrestling Team traveled to the 
2021 Mount Horeb Varsity Invitational 
where they competed against 14 teams.

“Even though the Merrill Wrestling 
Team was short handed and had some 
wrestlers competing in their first Varsity 
matches, many competed well, and three 
were able to make the podium,” Head 
Merrill Varsity Coach Brian Suchocki 
said. 

“Wyatt Bathke (195, 8-4; 26.0 team 
points) led the way with five pins and 
the Championship,” he said. “Wyatt 
had a great day of  wrestling. He showed 
what he is capable of, and I felt this 
was the most diverse wrestling he has 
done. Wyatt didn’t rely on one move or 
technique.”

“Joey Jenson (106, 5-1; 20.0 team 
points) is getting his footing on Varsity,” 
Suchocki said. “Joey wrapped up four 
pins before falling in the Championship. 
It is great to see Joey gain experience and 
confidence as the season progresses.”

He continued:  “Brian Ball (170, 6-5; 
17.5 team points) took third place. Brian 
finished the day with a dominant perfor-
mance for third place. Each time Brian 
competes, he gets better. We are looking 
forward to seeing him continue this up-
ward trend.”

“Other place finishers were Jon Hart 
(120, 5-6; 9.0 team points) sixth place, 
Brady Norton (132, 3-3; 9.0 team points) 
seventh place, and Callum Wheeler (145, 
3-2; 9.0 team points) seventh place,” 
Suchocki said. “Jon, Brady, and Callum 
did a great job competing. These three 
young wrestlers are doing a nice job 
competing.”

Other Merrill Varsity finishers:  
Austin Depies (160, 0-2); Mikal Plautz 
(220, 0-2); and Kieran Hehling (285, 4-6; 
4.0 team points).

Merrill Varsity 
Wrestling Team  
Bathke takes Championship at Mount Horeb; 

Jenson and Ball take second and third  
in their weight classes

Joey Jenson of the Merrill Bluejays took second 
place in his weight class.

On Dec. 18, Merrill’s Brian Ball took home a 
third place from Mount Horeb.
 Submitted photos

Merrill’s Wyatt Bathke stands in first place on the podium, coming away with a Championship at 
the Mount Horeb Invitational on Dec. 18.
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