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WISCONSIN RAPIDS -The
Wisconsin Rapids Redhawks
baseball team is embarking
on its third year playing in
the Dairyland League. Home
games will be played at the
Rapids Area Sports Complex.

Schedule highlights in-
clude upcoming home games
versus Merrill May 25 at 1
pm. and June 12 against
Pittsville at 7 p.m.

The Redhawks will also
play on the road in Marsh-
field on May 29 at 7 p.m.
and at Montello on June 5,

The Wisconsin Rapids Redhawks play their home games at the Rapids Area Sports Complex.

Courtesy of Rapids Area Sports Complex

Redhawks embark on third season

also at 7 p.m.

Rapids will also travel to
Plover June 19 to face the
Black Sox at 7 p.m.

The Redhawks will see a
home-and-away rotation be-
tween June 29 and late July.
Rapids will host Rhinelander
at1p.m. on June 29, then trav-
el to Minocqua Sunday, July 7
for a 1 p.m. contest. The team
returns home to host Marsh-
field the following evening,
Monday, July 8, at 7 p.m. Fol-
lowing a game in Schofield
July 10 against the Everest
Merchants, the Redhawks

will host Waupaca July 12 at
7 pm. The team then heads
to Merrill on Sunday, July
14, before hosting Plover on
Wednesday, July 17 at 7 p.m.
Following a double-header
at Whittlesey on July 21, the
Redhawks return to Rapids
for a three-game homestand
July 23, 24 and 27 versus Mon-
tello, Everest and Minocqua.

Wisconsin Rapids will also
be hosting the WBA Regional
tournament Aug. 9-11.

Visit Rapids Redhawks
Baseball on Facebook for
more information.

Rapids girl makes all-tournament volleyball team

WISCONSIN RAPIDS --
Rylan Whitrock, age 14, of
Wisconsin Rapids recently
competed in the Rockin’
Rockford AAU Grand Prix
Volleyball Tournament.
The tournament was held
March 9-10 in Rockford, IL
and consisted of 48 teams
and approximately 500 girls
from around the upper Mid-
west. Rylan was named to
the All-Tournament team
along with five other girls,
as picked by the various
coaches. She is currently
an 8th grader at Wisconsin
Rapids Area Middle School
and plans to attend Lincoln
High School in the fall.

Legal

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT,
ADAMS COUNTY
CREATIVE FINANCE, INC.
815 Business Park Road
PO Box 454
Wisconsin Dells, WI 53965,
Plaintiff,
V.

NICHOLAS ALLEN SCHMID
170 15th Avenue North
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495
Defendant.
Case No. 24CV32

SUMMONS
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN
To each person named above as a
Defendant:
You are hereby notified that the Plaintiff
named above Creative Finance, Inc., by
its attorney, Christopher M. Kern, filed a
lawsuit or other legal action against you.
Within Forty (40) days the 25th day of
April, 2024, you must respond with a
written demand for a copy of the
Complaint. The demand must be sent or
delivered to the Court, whose address

is:
Clerk of Circuit Court, Adams County
Courthouse, 401 Adams Street Suite 6,
Friendship, Wisconsin 53934, and to
Plaintiff's attorney, Christopher M. Kern,
815 Business Park Road, PO Box 454,
Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, 53965. You
may have an attorney help or represent
you.

If you do not provide a proper answer
within forty (40) days, the Court may
grant judgment against you for the
award of money or other legal action
requested in the Complaint, and you
may lose your right to object to anything
that is or may be incorrect in the
Complaint. A judgment maybe enforced
as provided by law. A judgment
awarding money may become a lien
against any real estate you own now or
in the future, and may also be enforced
by garnishment or seizure of property.
Dated this 25th day of April, 2024
General Counsel for Plaintiff
Signed By: Christopher M. Kern
Christopher M. Kern
State Bar Number: 1093883
Creative Finance, Inc.

815 Business Park Road

P.O. Box 454

Wisconsin Dells, WI 53965

Phone: (608) 254-6855

Fax: (608) 253-5005

legal@creativefinanceinc.com

Publish May 1, 8, and 15, 2024
WNAXLP

Whitrock

Win Rafters Tickets!

N

“.——/ WISCONSIN RAPIDS

Go to wrcitytimes.com and click
on the Rafters Drawing Entry form.
Fill out your information and
submit for a chance to win
Rafters Home Game Tickets.
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THE FREE PLAY

Draft recap: Packers address defensive,
O-line needs with versatility and athleticism

BY JALEN MAKI

All-in-all, I can’t say any of the Packers’
picks were overly surprising, during the 2024
NFL Draft, held April 25-27 in Detroit. The
Packers have historically prioritized versa-
tility, they see competition as a key compo-
nent in fielding the best team possible, and
they generally gravitate towards good char-
acter guys.

This year’s draft embodies those ways of
thinking. Green Bay brought in several of-
fensive linemen who can slot in at multiple
spots, they doubled (and even tripled) up at
a few positions, and five of their picks were
team captains during their college careers.

Here’s a little more on the newest Green
Bay Packers:

Jordan Morgan, OT, Arizona

Heading into the draft with 11 total selec-
tions, the Packers had the ammo to move up
or down the board if they wanted to. But,
General Manager Brian Gutekunst and
company stood pat at pick 25 and took Ari-
zona offensive tackle Jordan Morgan.

Morgan played nearly his entire career
as a Wildcat at left tackle. Over his last three
seasons at Arizona, Morgan allowed eight
sacks, 10 hits, and 39 hurries. Morgan sought
to enter last year’s draft, but he chose to re-
turn to Arizona for the 2023 season after tear-
ing his right ACL in November 2022.

While the selection might’ve felt a tad un-
derwhelming in the moment, I - like many
other Packers fans - was hoping to hear Iowa
defensive back Cooper DeJean’s name called.
Quarterback Jordan Love is likely about to
get a contract extension (if he hasn’t already
by the time you’re reading this), and the
guy’s going to have to remain upright. Long-
time left tackle David Bakhtiari is no longer
in the building, and with six tackles com-
ing off the board before Morgan, nabbing a
potential day-one and long-term starter at
the position when they had the chance was
good business for the Packers. Green Bay is
known for its flexibility up front (a recurring
theme in this draft), and Gutekunst said he
believes Morgan can line up in both tackle
and guard positions. You could call it an “eat
your vegetables” Kind of pick, but if Morgan
hits, the Packers will have yet another player
in a long line of reliable big men.

Edgerrin Cooper, LB, Texas A&M

The middle of the defense was among the
Packers’ most glaring needs entering the
draft, and Gutekunst took a step towards
addressing it with the team’s second pick. In
round two, at 45th overall, Green Bay select-
ed Texas A&M linebacker Edgerrin Cooper,
praised as one of the best at the position in
this year’s class.

With De’Vondre Campbell signing in San
Francisco this offseason, and with new de-
fensive coordinator Jeff Hafley transition-
ing from a 3-4 scheme to a 4-3, the Packers
needed another guy in its linebacker room.
They now have a fantastic athlete in Cooper,
who ran a 4.51 40-yard dash at the NFL Com-
bine —tied for the third-fastest time logged by
a linebacker. In his final season as an Aggie,
Cooper had 83 tackles (including 17 for loss),
eight sacks, two forced fumbles, and one
fumble recovery.

Pairing Cooper with the similarly speedy
and athletic Quay Walker could give the
Packers one of the most dynamic linebacker
duos in the league.

Javon Bullard, S, Georgia

Speaking of the middle of the defense, the
Packers landed one of the draft’s top safeties
in the second round.

Georgia’s Javon Bullard, taken by the
Packers at 58th overall, is known for his
competitive nature and eagerness to make
tackles. Bullard was a versatile piece of
Georgia’s defense, taking snaps at nickel
corner on the 2022 National Championship
team before shifting to safety last year. Over
his final two seasons as a Bulldog, Bullard
logged 102 tackles (including eight for loss),
3.5 sacks, and four interceptions.

Bullard and the newly-signed Xavier
McKinney would give the Packers an ag-
gressive and athletic one-two punch in the
defensive backfield, but the job isn’t Bull-
ard’s just yet — he could have some competi-
tion with another safety (or two) taken later
in the draft.

Bullard is the latest Georgia defensive
player to be drafted by the Packers. Over the
last four years, Green Bay has brought in

three other Bulldogs — Walker, cornerback
Eric Stokes, and defensive lineman Devonte
Wyatt. Georgia’s consistently fielded top-tier
defenses in recent years, so I won’t complain
if there’s a pattern developing here.

MarShawn Lloyd, RB, USC

Joining safety as another (mostly) new-
look position in Green Bay is running back.
Aaron Jones left for the Minnesota Vikings
this offseason, about an hour after the Pack-
ers signed former Las Vegas Raider Josh
Jacobs, and AJ Dillon is set to return to the
team this season.

In the third round, with the 88th pick,
Green Bay added the tough yet quick Mar-
Shawn Lloyd to their RB room.

Lloyd had the best season of his college
career in 2023. In his lone year at USC, he
averaged 7.1 yards per carry on his way
to racking up 820 rushing yards and nine
touchdowns. He also averaged about four
yards after contact and logged 13 receptions
for 232 yards. Prior to that, Lloyd tallied 793
total yards, ten rushing touchdowns, and
two touchdown catches at South Carolina
from 2021 to 2022. Lloyd ended his college ca-
reer with 2,000-plus total yards and 21 scores.

Head coach Matt LaFleur noted that Lloyd
has “really good speed,” while Gutekunst
pointed to Lloyd’s physical running style
and tackle-breaking ability, saying the team
thinks his best football is ahead of him.

And, Lloyd didn't hesitate in making it
known how he feels about what he can bring
to the Packers.

“I'm the best running back in this draft,
for sure, and I think Green Bay got the best
running back in this draft,” he said.

Depth at linebacker,
safety, and O-line

The Packers made several other selec-
tions in an effort to shore up the middle of
the defense and the offensive line, while add-
ing some depth.

Just a few picks after taking Lloyd, Green
Bay selected Missouri linebacker Ty’Ron
Hopper at 91st overall. Similar to Cooper,
the athletic Hopper was touted for his speed
heading into the draft, and bringing him in
seems to signal there’ll be some competition
at the position, which also includes Isaiah
McDuffie.

After doubling down on the linebacker
position, Gutekunst and company decided
to follow suit in the fourth round, this time
at safety. At 111th overall, the Packers took
Oregon’s Evan Williams, who could go head-
to-head with Bullard for the second starting
safety spot alongside McKinney.

With the first of their two fifth-round
picks, the Packers selected Duke offensive
lineman Jacob Monk at 163. Monk, who was
slotted in at right tackle, right guard, and
center over the course of his five years as
a Blue Devil, is yet another O-lineman that
provides interchangeability for the Packers.

Why not triple down at safety? At pick 169,
Gutekunst chose Oregon State’s Kitan Ol-
adapo. With Bullard, Williams, and Oladapo
now on the roster, the Packers have almost
completely revamped their safety room from
last year. Darnell Savage, Jonathan Owens,
and Rudy Ford are gone, and Anthony John-
son Jr., a 2023 seventh-round pick, is the only
safety set to return.

The Packers continued their strategy of
bringing in O-linemen they can shift around
when they took Georgia State offensive tack-
le Travis Glover in the sixth round at 202nd
overall. Glover logged snaps at right tackle,
left tackle, and left guard in college.

The Packers had two picks in the seventh
round. At 245th overall, they selected Tulane
quarterback Michael Pratt. Earlier this year,
Gutekunst said he’d like to see the team get
back into drafting QBs, as they’d done in the
past (see: Matt Hasselbeck, Aaron Brooks,
Mark Brunell, etc.), and Pratt will likely
square off with Sean Clifford, the Penn State
product the Packers took in the fifth round
last year, for the backup role behind Jordan
Love.

With their final pick at 255, Green Bay se-
lected Penn State cornerback Kalen King.
King had a stellar 2022 season before seeing
a dip in production last year. With the pick,
the Packers added some positional depth,
but if King returns to his 2022 form, he could
be among the biggest steals of the draft.

Jalen’s columns, “The Free Play” and
“Movies You Gotta See,” can be found on-
line at www.medium.com/@jalenmaki.



