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On the Road with Alice

The buzz on pollinators

BY ASHLEY HAGENOW
WISCONSIN’S 76TH ALICE IN DAIRYLAND

n a nice, warm spring day, head outside and take a
moment to slow down. Feel the warmth from the

sun, listen to the wind through the trees or the birds
chirping, smell the fresh flowers, and look for the bees,
butterflies, and other pollinators visiting your space. It is
estimated that “about 75 percent of the world’s flowering
plants and about 35 percent of the world’s food crops de-
pend on animal pollinators,” according to the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA), and spring is the per-
fect time to discover how you can support them.

The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade
and Consumer Protection (DATCP) states “a pollinator
is any animal that visits flowering plants and transfers
pollen from flower to flower, thus aiding plant repro-
duction.” Other pollinators in North America include
hummingbirds, flies, beetles, wasps, and even bats in
some places. Some of these animals, like the butter-
flies, pollinate other plants on accident when searching
for nectar, while bees purposefully collect pollen as
a protein source for their young, making them very
effective pollinators. Wisconsin’s pollinator-dependent
crops account for over $275 million in annual produc-
tion. These crops include apples, cranberries, cherries,
green beans, pickling cucumbers, and fresh market
fruits and vegetables.

If you would like to help pollinators in your yard
or community, here are a few tips from a variety
of Wisconsin-based resources like the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources and DATCP, who
have more tips available on their websites.

- Give water and shelter. Pollinators need water to
drink and safe places to rest, avoid bad weather, and
spend the winter. You can provide brush and leaf piles,
leave areas of longer grass or patches of bare earth,
and provide water, such as a bird bath.

- Plant a variety of flowers that bloom at different
times during the year, especially native varieties, in
many different colors. Bees can’t see red, so they are
attracted to blue, white, and yellow flowers. Butterflies
are drawn to orange, red, and yellow.

- If needing to use pesticides, be sure to thoroughly
read and follow the label directions, avoid spraying
onto flowering plants or other areas popular to pol-
linators, and rotate pesticide types, helping to avoid

The Wisconsin Honey Producers and the Wisconsin Honey
Queen are great resources for honeybees and honey in
Wisconsin. Submitted photo

pesticide resistance.

It is almost swarm season for our most familiar
pollinator, the honeybee. When a colony outgrows its
home, about half of the bees, along with a new queen,
will leave in search of a new home, creating their own
colony. The “swarm” and its queen will gather in a
space outside of the hive like a tree, bush, or other
structure, while scout bees go and look for a new home.
Although a giant pile of honeybees may be frightening
at first, these swarms are typically quite docile and
pose no threat to you or your family. If a swarm comes
to you, visit wihoney.org/find-local-honey to find a bee-
keeper who can come collect the swarm and give them
anew home.

As I have traveled across Wisconsin visiting different
classrooms in our state, I love sharing more about our
valuable pollinators, such as honeybees, who help us to
grow a diverse group of foods that Wisconsin agricul-
ture is known for. Honeybees, and many other species
of pollinators, help to keep agriculture in Wisconsin
strong and vibrant.

Agriculture in Wisconsin, and across the world,
would look a lot different without our pollinators’ help.
Visit your local University of Wisconsin Extension
Agency office, talk to a local beekeeper, or reach out
to DATCP’s Apiary Program for more information on
how you can help our pollinators thrive.

CHASE
from page 1

The vehicle returned to the city of Nekoosa and crashed
into a utility pole after hitting a deer on South Section
Street near Peckham Road.

As the officer arrived at the scene of the crash, he ob-
served the driver and male passenger, Chase R. Hintz of
Nekoosa - who turns 19 on May 2 - flee the scene on foot.
They were both taken into custody a short time later. Hintz
and the driver were injured due to the crash and transport-
ed to Riverview Hospital in Wisconsin Rapids, where they
were treated and released. Four juvenile passengers also
in the vehicle were seriously injured and transported by
ambulance to the Marshfield Medical Center. All involved
have since been released from medical care.

The juvenile driver was booked into the Wood County
Jail and charges requested from the Wood County Dis-

National Nurses Week
May 6 - May 12
RECOGNIZING AREA NURSES

Visit the Nursing Display at the
Heritage Museum, 211 E.
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Reminder - Alumni Banquet is June 15th!
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Nursing Alumni, for more
information please contact
stjosalumni@gmail.com

Congratulations from St. Joseph's Hospital School
of Nursing Alumni Association

trict Attorney include: 1st Degree Recklessly Endangering
Safety; Reckless Driving Causing Great Bodily Harm; Hit
& Run Causing Injury; Vehicle Operator Fleeing or Elud-
ing an Officer with Great Bodily Harm; Operating While
Intoxicated with a Passenger under 16; Duty to Aid a Vic-
tim; Resisting or Obstructing an Officer.

Hintz was booked into the Wood County Jail and charges
requested from the Wood County District Attorney are:
Vehicle Operator Fleeing or Eluding an Officer with Great
Bodily Harm - Party to a Crime; Duty to Aid a Victim; Re-
sisting or Obstructing an Officer; Felony Bail Jumping.

The 17-year-old male driver appeared in Wood County
court and received a $75,000 cash bond. Hintz also appeared
in court and received a $10,000 cash bond.

The Nekoosa Police Department was assisted by the
Wood County Sheriff’s Department, Grand Rapids Police
Department, Wisconsin Rapids Police Department, Wis-
consin Rapids Fire/EMS, and Nekoosa Fire/EMS.

New structure, events at
2024 MREA Energy Fair

FOR CITY TIMES

CUSTER - The Midwest Renewable Energy Associa-
tion (MREA) is hosting The 33rd Annual Energy Fair at its
headquarters in Custer Saturday, June 22. The Energy Fair
brings people together each June to share clean energy and
sustainable living knowledge with one another in effort to
build a sustainable future.

New this year, the Energy Fair has evolved to a single-
day event. It will feature a selection of workshops, demon-
strations, exhibit booths and the music and fun that have
been at the heart of the Fair, all focused within one conve-
nient day.

A new event, geared toward professionals in the clean
energy industry, will be introduced this year. As an exten-
sion of the online Energy Pro Webinar Series, MREA is
hosting an in-person Industry Demo Day. Learn directly
from Energy Pro presenters and experience hands-on prod-
uct demonstrations of top-of-the-line renewable energy
equipment. Participate in interactive networking and edu-
cational sessions, seize opportunities to earn CEUs, and ac-
quire new skills for system design, installation, O&M, and
more. Industry Demo Day will take place the day before The
Energy Fair on Friday, June 21 at the MREA.

For more information on how to become involved, learn
about entertainment, volunteering, the Energy Fair 5K and
more, visit TheEnergyFair.org.

The Midwest Renewable Energy Association is a non-prof-
it 501(c)(3) educational organization. Founded in 1990, the
MREA promotes renewable energy, energy efficiency and
sustainable living through education and demonstration. To-
gether with partners around the Midwest, it works to expand
renewable energy adoption through innovative programs,
renewable energy training, and educational events.

We Raise Sunken
Concrete

DON’'T REPLACE IT - RAISE IT!
A Fraction Of The Cost Of Replacement

* Steps
* Sidewalks
* Basement Floors
Concrety Raising Tuc. * Garage Floors
FREE ESTIMATES « Driveways
715-359-1900 * Patios .

www.ahleconcreteraising.com ® acrwausau@yahoo.com

1-800-688-0104 * www.freudenthalmfg.com

FREUDENTHAL MFG.

W6322 CTH 0, Medford, WI

Moveable,
U- Shaped
Clotheslines
From
$289 - $359 |
10, 12, 15, 20 foot lengths, 10 ft. wide,

6 ft. high, 7 lines standard. Made with special
galvanized, high strength steel tubing.

Culverts:
Polyethylene, dual-wall,

smooth interior, corrugated
exterior. We stock all sizes
from 4” t0 60" diameters.
20 ft. standard length.

CALL FOR CULVERT PRICING

Picnic Table Frame Only
$169.95

~ Swing away,
- Mailbox Stunds

254502

GLOVERDALE GOUNTRY STORE

STORE HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 am - 6:30 pm e Sat. 8:30 am - 4 pm e Closed Sunday
2 miles South of Curtiss on Hwy. E 715-223-4797
We accept: SNAP/EBT Cards ==&

Cool Whip Reduced
Fat - Frozen
B OFerormrmmmrrmrrarrormc e

Saltine Cracker
16 oz...

American Cheese
Sliced - White
51bs...

Stadium Brats

OPEN MONDAY FRIDAY 8:30

Peaches in Water

...ONLY 69¢
No Sugar Added

145 0z... ONLY 99¢

6 30 SATURDAY 8:30-4:00

Amerrean Cheese

Corned Beef Cheddar Cheese $1 89 Pineapple Chunks
Fanket w/spice packet $ 99 5 Ibs... ONLY alb In 100% Juice ONLY 99¢
rozen
3lbs... o ONLY 2 alb Muenster cheese $229 2
Ao _ONLY ol Peanut Butter
Chlcken Thlghs Geamy $ 499
sweinsunon-ron QO Cheadar Cheese g% 6402 ONLY
B Beef Jerky
:I(i)calgggmoked - Frozen $899 Sc:sddChoNLY :gplszred o $690
0z eddar Cheese
Hot Pockets Medium 69 Pi I J
gri(:py C?L?st I?erpemni $ 99 80z.. oo e ONLY $1 45“:1eapp e " ONLY 99¢
12ct
e ....ONLY 8 Cheddar Cheese $Q99 Beef Broth
Shredded Low Sodi
Hth S50 m e ONY O om89¢
((i:l;:s - B t —)\ A4 cream Cheese Rice Krispies Treats $ 99
ICKen breas 0 Original - Sheets
lsqderlBoml . $299 Zr;fl::l o ONLY $259 3loz) O N LY 4
inless- Boneless, Frozen Tul'ke Bl'east
251b... — | Amerrcan Cheese Smokeh!.{use e
Turkey Breast Loaf EZ-Melt o $499 Frazen 99¢
Sliced - Golden Browned $ 99 5 Ibs... 8 Ibs. ONLY alb
5
128 02 oo ONLY 4 ggzdii:rfheese $099 |I;rent:h Bread
izza
sﬁfﬂfg,ﬂrﬁfw $2 49  15Ws.. ——) A § 2 e = e $1 89
320z.. o ONLY Beef Burgers [LETTa——
Sausage Pattres 49 ?easoned Uncooked $299 Bacon Bits 99
rozen Fully Cooked - Frozen
st gl -Fren ) $PAG Foe oy DP9 fmeenrom 0y$199,

In-store ONLY. We reserve the right to limit quantities.
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